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TALBOT TWO-SPEEDER

Cheapest production two-speeder in Britain
is latest model from specialist maker

REALLY rational moped — that is my

impression of the two-speed Talbot, the
Trojan-cngined machine produced by light-
weight cycle specialist H. J. Talbot at his works
in Morwood. Mot only rational, either ; al the
price of £59 10s, 44d. it is — * knock-down "
offers apart — the cheapest two-speed moped
on the British market.

Basis of the Talbot is a bronze-welded open
frame of high-quality tube, basically similar to
that of the single-speed model which was tested
in Cvcume earlier this year. Froat suspension
is by Webb link forks, and the power is sup-
plied by a Croydon-built Trojan two-stroke
engine, mounted in an inclined position below
the front down tube, This drives, by means
of a vee-beli, the scparate Albion two-speed
gearbox, which is carried on a channel-member
welded between the tob tube and the seat tube,
the final drive being by chain. There is inde-
pendent pedalling gear ; a sturdy clutch ; and
adequate engine and transmission shielding.

The advantages of the configuration are
ebvious. Work on the clutch or gearbox can
be done with no need to dismantle half an
engine unit beforchand, amd there is thus a
valunble saving in labour costs if repairs be-
come necessary. Designed as a cycle, the
machine is easy to pedal if the occasion arises,
and replacement parts for the cycle side of the
machine are standard cycle components, with
sdvantages in the way of awvailability and
cheapness. The British-built engine can be
maintuined with the greatest facility, since it
is accessibly mounted, and the spures cost less
than half the price of equivalent Continenial
components. The machine is thus ideal for the
man who wants & mount that is cheap to buy
and run, yet capable of doing a man-sized job.

That, the Talbol most certainly will do! On
Jevel roads, it will cruise bappily at between
2% and 30 mph, purring up to 35 m.p.h. down-
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hill. Top gear can be held down te 10 mph.
if the rider wishes, without vibration or rans-
mission snatch, while in bottom gear one can
trickle along at walking pace quite casily with
the clutch fully home and the engine barely
ticking over. Acceleration is good, and it is
possible to whip up to nearly 20 m.ph in
botiom gear before engaging top.

Gear Lever Posilion

Gear control is by means of a long lever
mounted on the right of the top tube, and
therefore one hand must be taken from the
bars when changes are made. 1 seon dis-
covered, however, that it was unococessary o
use the clutch when “ swapping cogs ™ | instead,
I simply used my left hand to flick the beauti-
fully-positioned lever into whichever gear |
wanfed. So cunningly has it been placed that
there is no need to look for it, and the click-
action of the Albion selector mechanism makes
it difficolt 0 miss a gear even when making
quick changes. Thus the clutch was used only
when starting.  After that, § flicked into neutral
on the approach to traffic stops, and braked to
a standstill. To resturt | gave a couple of turns
on the pedals 1o get the Talbot on the move,
and the tapped the lever into bottom gear o
motor away. Emergency stops could best be
made by twisting the grip forward to bring in
the decompressor, and braking with a dead
engine for a first-class halt. Just for the form
of the thing, though, 1 alio ascertained that
the clutch gives smooth take-ups if one prefers
to use it for moving away and changing gear.

Comfort on the Talbot is first-rate, thanks
to a good riding position, soft and well-sprung
saddle, and the Webb forks. These were ade-
quate on anything but completely unmade
surfuces. Braking was good though — a small
point currently receiving the maker's attention
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The "Talbot” at a Glance

Maximam Speedt 29 mph. In 3 s (rom e
Ecomomy 1 120 mpg a1 20 mph,
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Rraking ! From From
' 30 m.p, M om.ph.
H Roh brakes « A5 fest Mot applicable
| From only 1 lect Mot mpnlicable
Rear only 3 fect Not appbicable

Lamsd carried during fest 1 100 b

Emgine 1 Trofan two-stroke | 38 mm
stroke=d9.8 col cr. 65 w 1]
3300 r.p.m

Gearbox 1 Albion twospocd srarbox mounied on
channclscction besrers @ lever comtrol | belt prd
mary and chain fBaal drives ; diy clisich | separaie
podaliing weaf ;| podal saring

Frame 1 Tromic-wekded el mubhes |
Webh parallcl-action fromg [orks

Took 1 |-gal. capaciiy.

Lighin: Head end @il lamps fed direct from Wipac
Mwhes] magncio-gooctator.

Wheehs and Rrakes 1 Froot Biake of stroup tvpe
renr benke 40n.  dianscter  internml-onpanding
chromieme-plated riom  and  Fusk-prool  spoles
200-n, 1 Jeln Dunksp ivies

P Bullr horn. mreaer
wand ; vre pump . Dl spanngd

Finkh i Grey frame and forks, with mancon tank
mad shickling. wnd chromiam-plaiesd doiails

Wight ¢ V50

Mukers 1 H. J. Talbot and Soms, T Central
Upper Norwood, London, 5 E. 19

Priorr £% 0. 4. inc, PT. Smiths specilomene
£2 1T 6d, inc. PCT
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hore 1 44 mm,
102 bhp -

rigid rear eosd :
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Lucky guy ! An ormful of rockeis ; an

apprecigtive young  doughter ; ond o

moped—the Talbot—which needs no fire-
works to maoke it attroctive.

— savage front-wheel braking caused the ridge
on the front guard to lock against the cylinder
of the engine. Neither brake showed any
tendency to cause a skid,

Overall averages of roughly 115 mpg were
obtained from the machine, used in  hilly
country. Hill-climbing wos considerably better
than that of the average single-speeder, but
with a rider of Centaurian proportions was not
of the same standard as that of the normal
Continental-engined two-speed moped. How-
ever, u lighter rider found the pedals super-
fluous and in any case Talbots offer a unique
service in giving a choice of gear ratios, so that
the heavier man or the chap living on the
side of a mountain can opt for a machine
with lower-than-standard gearing,

Here, then, we have a machine which comes
close to the ideal of a otility model, yet is
offered at a price which is more than just com-
petitive.  And since the manufacturer bas such
confidence in his workmanship that the frame
is puarnnteed for five years the buyer of this
“ hargain basement ™ moped knows that he is
getting quality as well ! — CENTAUR.

MOPED MAINTENANCE HINT

HERE a twospeed moped has suffered a

clutch cable breakage which cannot be
fixed on the spot, it is still possible to reach
home under power, providing & decompressor
lever is fitted. Engage lop gear, and — upsing
the decompressor — pedal away. Drop it to
start the engine, and when you wish to stop,
close the throttle, operate the decompressor,
and apply the brukes. In effect, your two-
speeder will be n pedal-boosted single-speed
machine of the clutchless type.

It is also possible to apply a similar remedy
in the case of a broken throttle cable. Set the
throttle slide adjuster so that the engine runs
fast enough to give you a speed of about 15
mph. You can then drive it on this fixed
throttle opening, controlling your speed either
by means of the decompressor or — better still,
if you are fortunate enough to have one —
by means of the electrical cut-out button.



