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MOTOR CYCLE MATTERS

by Francis Jones

A moped point

H. V. Powell, the Birmingham constructar,
has been saving that it 15 a mistake to
restrict the engine capacity of mopeds to
50 c.c. His argument is that if the unit has
a swept volume of as much as 75 cc., that
cuts out the necessity for fitting any form
of wvariable gear, which eliminates a com-
plication, and also saves money. His firm
turns out models in both sizes, and, accord-
ing to Mr, Powell, the more powerful
machine will climb any hill in the %irming-
ham City arca withoul the need for any
pedal assistance,

There is subsiance, and a good deal of
gense, in that contention, but I feel that Mr,
Powell has gone adrilt aver his terminology.
The fact is that if & powered hicycle has an
engine of over 50 c.c., then it ceases to be a
moped; the capacity limit is strictly defined,
and the definition is internationally accepted.
Teo attempt to get it sltered would not be
practical &t this stage, nor might it even be

desirahle,

What Mr. Powell is really saying is that
there is a case for the ultra-lightweight
motor cyvcle, of somewhere between 50 and
1 ce. Puiting it in that way I would
entirely agree with him, but one cannot
pass his proposal as originally expressed.
To pursue it would be calculated to pre-
udice the industry's efforis to secure further
freedom for the use of mopeds, which would
be a major disaster at the present juncture.




