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Cenfaur fesfs . ..

THE PHILLIPS
GADABOUT
. DE LUXE THREE

“TPHAT'S 2 quiet one. What kind is it 7?7
“A Phillips Gadabout De Luxe Three”

As 1 gave the preceding information to an
admiring parage mechanic, 1 heartily agresd
with his appraisal of the Gadabout. Equipped
with & straightforward, no-nonsense silencer
of motarcycle design, this English moped must
have one of the pleasaniest engine notes amaong
mapeds, [ include all the German makes as
well in this staternent for 1 do not recall any-
thing to beat such 2 subdusd tinkling exhzust
noise. 3

I did not ride mare than sixty miles on the
Gadobout singe- it wag already run in for ‘me
and had over 1,000 miles on the clock, but I
must say that | enjoyed every mile [ did ride.
Although 1 am an advocate of dual seats |
nevertheless uphold the atractions of a first-
class “pan ™ saddle against the second-class
dizal seat, The Gadabout possesses an ideal
saddle, while the moped’s size put the handle-
bars in the spot where | wanled them, despile
the Fact that they were non-adjustable.  Rider
comfort was excellent and the sisty miles
ralled away withoul any worries.

Acceleration, as can be seen From the figures,
is superh and the three-speed box neatly fts
the engine potential. Why the maximum speed
did not exceed the 30 m.ph. mark, as [ fully
expected {0 to do, is hard te understand. Ot
may have been that a stronger-than  normal
headwind was a hit capricious but after several
runs in both directions [ could still only get
within a fraction of a second of 30 m.ph. I
can guarantes to anyene who is thinking of
purchasing a Gadabout that brilliant lower
speed acceleration will make the owner forget
any upper limitmtions and, in any case, a
lighter persan may well find those extra Dwo o
three miles per hows

Smooth Gear-change

The gear-chanpe mechanism is smooth and
casy to operate, and the rider will be able to
“gwap cops " as fast as his own reactions will
fet him. A linle care should be taken when
changing down from tep to second, s there
is a tendency for the latter not to engage
properly and to emit a chattering noise A
little practice soon eliminates this.

Perhaps the most cutstanding single feature
of the Gadabout is the braking system. The
back-pedal brake is not savage and the front is
not the sorl which will attempt to throw yoo
aver he handlebars. Yet vsed singly, or in
coambination, they can produce a startling set of
figures, 1t iz some time ago since this column
recorded a " both brakes ™ stapping distance al
M m.p.h. of under ten feot ;

The hill climb time is also a good one,
verging- as it does, on the two-minute mark
it was only a desire to treat the engine
normally and not risk seizure, that prevented
me from knocking off the odd four or five
seconds.  Incidentally  during  ordinary  road
usage, there was never any need for me to
empley bottom gear apart from when starting,
All hills, excepting the siecpest section of the
test hill, were tackled in the extremely useful
second pear. ¥

The “design, although oot of tremendous
aesthetic appeal, allows easy access to the
engine and also provides covering where cover:

A pleasing
three-speeder
from Smethwick

ing 18 necessury. The Ffront mudguards are
deeply valanced, while a gquarter of the side
area of the rear wheel is also encased, This,
combined with the comprehensive screening of
the chaim, gives excellent weather protection,
The space between the seal tube and"the rear
mudguard has besn thowghifully utilised and
2 capacious tool compartment has been ine
stalled at this point.

A first-hand example of. the engine access
(bility oeeurred when 1 called in at a garage
after the engine had been firing irregularly. A
guick unhindered twist with a screwdriver and
the carbureiter jet was in my hand. A small
obstruction was revealed at one end of the
jet after 1 had blown through it and zfter [ had
wiped thiz away 1 was back in the saddle with
an -engine which was firing gquite normally
apain. Time for the stop: approximately Four
minutes, which included asking for the lean
of a screwdriver from the garage hand.
The Gadabout has sgveral oddmenis of
squipment which | took to immediately. The
tank, for instance, is 94 pints in capacity, and
shis takes it out of the realm of those irritat-
ingly small fuel tanks which will only carry

15

about three-quarters of a gallon at the most
and which present the rider with a preblem
every time he pulls up at o garage which does
aot have a two-stroke feel dispenser.

The spring-clip which holds down luggage on
the rezr carrier is strong enough not to require
any more securing devices when say, a couple
of library books or a plaslic mackintosh are
put underneath.

Many people like to “ Buy British™ but
often say this with a note of apelogy in their
voice, as if they were making do with second-
best. For a prospective moped buyer, the
Gadabout' Be Luoxe Three provides aon oppar-
tumity to buy British and to buy quality at
the same time. o
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Muxi;'_nu-‘rl =quu'.
Fiying 1/10th mila, 2‘3% m.p.h.
Stending 1710t mile, 13- maah.

Acceleration:
O-10 moph., 31 secs

Performance

0.2 moph, 10 secs

Economy:
Ar 20 moph, 150 mopg
Hill elimbing:

Time foa %-ﬁll, 2 min, 4 §ecs )

second pear angadged ot 0.5 miles, Boilen gear
at 0.4 rmiles ?
Test hill 0.5 miles org, mox. grodient | in 10,
aweraga gradiant 10 10

Brahking: Frent Reor Bath
At 20 m.ph, 154ft 124Ft. St
Fuedalling .
FAanimum pedolling spesd, 13 moph,

Comiortable pedaling speed, 3 mph!
Tester's rafing: Faoir.

Testar's weight: 23005

- | r.p.m REE : ;
Gearbox: Threa-spead in unit constrction with

cp ecification

Engine: Rex two-stroke, 30mm. bore # 35.5mm.
23&&;4'};.:.: cf. 68 to 1; 21 bhp o

earbox, gverall satips: 2548 to 1, 1603 ta 1.
343 to | melicol geor primary and chain
finol drive; pedal er kick startiog, |
Framg: Welded o from steel pressings and tein-
tube BockBone: teleszopic  front  forks, nigd
rear and. ;
Tamk: 9% pini copaciby.
Lights: Hegd and tail tomps fed
Pheainagl mogreto genérator,
wWheels ond brakes: Both brokes 4in dlofnater
internally  expending _in [ull-width  hubas;
chromium-glated rimé; 33 x 2.00In tyres with

Schrawder walves
Equipment: Spesdometer; horn; soddiebea; bere
pump, centre stamd; built-in toaf-kik
Finish: Figmoovant red enamel with chromiuem-
olated details, !

Weight: 965D,

Makars: Phillips Cyoles Ltd.. Smethwice, Bim-
Ingham EiEa

dirgct  from

Price: 749 gns,



