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CYCLING, August 26, 1959

THE Panda ‘bear is indeed ' some(hmn 'that‘"
is not often seen in this island, but another
Panda, the Phillips Panda moped will. 1
believe, become a familiar sight not omly om
the roads of this country, but also owverseas
For,’ having recemtly completed an extensive
test programme on this single- -speeder, I am
convinced that it is one of the most efficient
units 1 have ever had the good fortume to
rida,

Steering and handling are, perhaps, the
features of the Panda which 1 foonnd most
endearing. Once the machine is mmder way,
the rider is imstamtly struck Dby the * qguiet
confidence ™ of the Panda, for it is an cxtrmm:]y

;:Mammm Speed-: x
Flying 1/10th mile. 26 m. ph
- Sranding U_IUlh mile. 18 m.p.h.
" -\cce]era!mn
No pedal assistance. o5 i
0-10 mn_h 52 sec. -20 m:l h.. Jl.l_ aeT.
Econvmy T
- At 20 mph,, 189 mop.g.
: Hil Chimbing :
" Time for hill. 1 min. 37 scc.
Mo pedal assistance Feguived. -
Test hill 0.5 miles long- max. pradieat 1 im 10
average gradient 1 in 6.

- Beaking : Fwat Rear Both
At 20 mph 181 23fe. 9in. TifL.
Pedodling = 3

Meximum: pedalling sm:ed 21 mph
Lonriortabile pedalimg speed ; 12 map.h.
Tester’s TEUME T ¥CTY casy 10 pedal.

© Wester's Weight: 160 Ih. e

S . Speafication

" ﬂnmc

4
Rex: wm-stroke 405 mm. bore x 3B.25 mm.
cr. 6 10 1: 2.1 bh.p. ar 6.000

stroke=49" c.c.
Y orp.m.
Gearbox :+ In unit with engine : single speed : dry
muiti-plaie dmrh_ Eear pnmary and chain final
* drives. 7
Frame : Tubuilar ::onstrucncm‘ ngxd rear end :
front forks. T A
Tank : 6i-pints capacity with u‘_ecrv
Lights : Head and .tail -famps” fed direct from Mitier
fAywheel magneto-gencralor.
¥YWheels and Brakes: 3i-4n.

rigid

miernal . cxuanchng fromt

brake : Coaster hub paeern, fool operaled rear:
chromium plated rims and tust-proof sawit:s 2.00-in.

x 23-in. Michetin tyres. :
Eqummem- Tool bag; 100l kit: centre stand ; luggage

. carvier.: tyre ‘pump: aumaber platest electric horn.
Finish : deer grey and ﬁamboy.\n( red with chromium-
plated details.

Waight : 7alb, ) =
Makers ; Phillips Cycles er 'ﬁ‘merhwu.k B:r"nmghdm.

Paice= £53 1s. d. ‘mc. P01 1

THE PHILLIPS PANDA
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safe and solid moped which can be banked
over even on the sharpest of corners without
ever once deviating from the set line. However,
should an emergency arise, then it is quite sasy-
and safe to whip round the front wheel and
the Panda will instantly aiter course.

It will run along -a straight course with the
dexterity of a conventional bicycle and canmot
be shaken off even on the roughest of surfaces.
This so impressed--me-‘that 1 purposely rode
along a line of “cat's eves” just to see what
would happen. Apart from a general shaking
up, nothing happened and the machine steered
as normal.

Starting the is by the normal method and easy

Manufacturer

whrchx:vz:r way it is dome. Pcdanmu Oﬂ"mth the -

decompressor engaged starts the engine in a

- matter of 'vards, or.one cam kick down the pedal

with the machine on its sturdy centre stand.
It is possible, even from the first start of the
day, to drive off using just the clutch and
engine alome. - Fn fact 1 would say that the
good, low speed pulling pewer makes & um-
necessary to pedal even on steep aphill starts.
Naturakly, though' a quic:k.cr take-off is mssi.bl:'
if the Panda is helped on its way bv .gwm, it a
few quick turns on the pedals. -

Another feature which endeared I:he Pmtda
to me is the general comfort that the rider is
afforded. The large, sprung raobber saddle is
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Conveqhonal bicycle lines end a. dnstmchve red and grey colour scheme identify the Panda.

Although the machine’s maximum speed is nat very high, acceleration and m.p.g. figures

are commendable. Here the fuel consumption meter, strapped to the moped’s petroil tank,
receives some final udmstmen‘rs before a test.

about the best 1 have come’ across and goes a

long way towards making up for the lack of

springing. Although' I for -one’ would like to
see some form of ‘suspension onm .t_hc rear, 1
never- cxperlencz& any grea! discomfort*due to
its' }ack on the ‘Panda. * The range of adjust+
ment of the handlebars and- saddle offers a
comfortable position to all riders and ‘the pro-

" vision - of Tear sprm,,mﬂr wcm[d merelv be an
-added pleasure.’

The 49 cc. Rex-engine is bamcai]v the same
as' fitted to the -original Phillips’ momrmcd
cvc[e and is therefore a well tried -and trusted

- Aithough the overall top speed is a little
Iess than 1 expected, there is, as | have men-
tioned before, good low-speed power and.the
machine will take most hills in its. stride. At
the expense of a high top speed, the Panda is
quick-in acceleranon and returns some good
consumption figures. The time of 11.1 seconds
for the 0 to 20 m.p.h. test: indicates that it witl
keep up with some of the heavier two-speeders
and the close on 200 m.p.g. figure is one of
the best 1 have obtamed for some while.

Fasy To Pedal”

‘Most riders have at some time or other been
faced with the difficulties of an empty fuel tank
and several miles to ride to a garage. In the
event of this happening to Panda riders, they
shonld not be unduly worried as this machime
is easy to pedal with the clutch lever palled in
and retained with a simple ratchet device.

Finally, the appearance of. the moped.
Althoneh at first glance it Jooks much like a
conventional bicycle. the frame is in fact speci-
ally designed for moped wse. It is a strong,
worthy little machine. nmeatly finished in red
and silver and capable of stamding op 10 a
great deal of rongh handling.

CENTAUR.

EXPORT RECORD

E eight-millionth bicycle to be ‘exported

by Raleich Industries since the war was
d.l'spatchf:d from London Airport to Amsterdatmn
in July. The gold-enamelled cycle, manufac-
tured by Raleigh Industries, is 1o be presented
to a Dutch boy in Amsterdam.

Total value of Ralsigh Industries prodocts
exported since the war is in the region of £100
million. The company exports over 70 per cent
of its production to more than 100 territorics
throughout the world

The company is 1o send an allchrome
bicycle to be auctioned at the Britannia Ball
in New York on November 4.

“This is the only one of its kind, say
Raleighs. ** Complete chrom:um platmo is far
too expensive for normal use.”



