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Cenrnur Road Tests the

PEUGEOT
BBV

An up-in-lhif-minule moped from
s famous French manufacturer

HEN scannming any road test report. i is
the most naiural thing on earth to glance
first at the maximum speed. o our associate
journals Morer Cweling and Motor  these
fimures are &£ oul premioently since  per-
formances vary considerably between differen:
m.. .xines and the reader is eager io know
whether if he buys wvehicle A he will be able
o pot-zccelerate Mr. Fones in his vehicle B.
This immediate interest is carried on into the
maoped world and whenever we anpswer a tele-
phone or letter guery on any specific make, the
guestion * What is the top speed 7" usually
crops up.  Matorally we give it becawse of this
interest, but in view of the fact that moped top
speeds in*my expertence vary only between 29
end just onder 40 mph, we do not attach any
greal prominence to this fact,

Differences

Because the 30 c.c. engine in road-going trim
fas & pretty clearly defined ceiling when i
comes to top performance. and because road
tests seck to give the differemces rather thano
the fundamential similarities between different
machines, our reports are mainly concerned
with these differences.  All of which leads me
to the latest machine in for 1est—the Peugeot

Rear suspension ang
a luggage carrier designed
for panniers are noteworthy leatures
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Engine: Paugest, single cylinder agir-cooléed two-
strokg.  Bore 40mme, stroke 3%mm. o= 4%z
| Outpai 1.6 brip ot 5500 rpm. Compression

rotie 6.4 |

Geer Box: Simgle speed with  fuily  outematic
centribuegal metollic powder  clutch. Prirmary
Webelt drive and final chgan drive; 'P'-'Erﬂli aear
rotio 1@ 13,55 pede! or kick starting

Igritien and Ilghuug‘.'npcuneo%ﬂvwhuel Lt O
Elz:qrm, autput lights G /1 Tw

Caorburetter: Guriner carbungttar.

Frami: Open welded steel” tubular eonstruction:
telescopic frant forks, reor swinging erm suse

PENgRn :
Fuel tank: Copocity 1.1 galbon,

SPECIFICATION

Wheels end Brakes: Cheormlurn plated steel fims
with white wall tyres 23 x Zin., hand-operated
frant and recr brekes of interna sxpandmg
type, full-width alioy hubs with large braking
surhaca.

Equipment: Centrel stond, tes? kit ond  fyre
inflator,

Finish: Blug [teo tonel

Fuel Comsumption: 155 m.p.g.

Weight: Appros. BEIb

Sizg! Cwercdl length, 5f1, S widih, 2ft. Ging
height, 3ft. din,

Concessionoires: Scooter Repoir Service (Balhoml
Ltd, 91 Mightingale Long, . SWUIZ.

Price: B4,

BBY—a make which makes a welcome re-
appearance in these columne afier an absence
of nearly three years

The Peugot's top specd s just under 321
mo.ph. 2 level which might be improved after
the engine has been fully run in. I s fitted
with an sutomatic cluich, as are many other
mopeds. Right then. what are tpe differences ?

Seating Position

The first noticeable difference 15 the seating
posilion.  When | first bestrode this machine,
1 felt pacomfortably high in the saddle. This
sensation lasted only a few seconds after which
I discovered thar the sealing position is entirely
suitable and, coupled with the unusually shaped
upswept handlebars, makes the Peugeot suitable
for lengthy distances.

The saddle is of pan design and has a rubber
seat, It is rather ungiving bui after a couple
of hundred miles | imagine that anyope wsed
1o this saddle weuld fnd another rather un-
comiortable,

Breke levers are micely fared {or oplimum
leverage without pecessitaling an  encrmous

sireich for the hand. Whether or not there is
any advaniage in having a minetely curved
section right 2t the end of the lever 1 do not
know, but 1 find it comforting, Given longish
fingers 11 certaindy allows the brakes jo be
operated by single digits.

_ slightly spoiling the general lines.

Decompressor {necessary when starting) and
strangier levers are handily placed, the former
being #uitable for manipeiation by the index
finger on the righlt hand and the fatter by the
left thumb. 3

The engine pulls away very firmly from a
standstill and when starting the engine for the
first time | was taken unawares. 1 was stand-
ing on the pedals al the time and the firing
cut o so guickly that 1 was all bt tilied back
over the saddle.

The braking is cxcclleot., and what i more
the effort is shared evenly between the two
brakes, This desirable trail induces the rider -
to decelerate by squeezing on both levers pently
instead of merely hauling on cne and forgetiing
the ather. From 20 m.ph.. it was possible to
stop in I0fl. by applyving both brakes firmiy.

Firm Rear Suspension

Quile & number of * automatic ™ mopeds are
not equipped with rear suspension, but the
Peugeot is an exceplion.  The positioning of the
rear damper i3 unusual in that the boitom
mounting s well in from the rear spindle and
the upper mounting point is almest below the
gaddle, This results jn firm rear springing,
which il not super-comfortable certainly gives
good comering characleristics.

The front telescopic forks are also on Lhe
hard side although they do their job gquite
adequately. There is no pitching forward when
the fromt brake iz applied.

1 regard the Peugeot’s engine {airings as being
the mosz1l cleanky lined I have ever seen and
therefore the tank. which 5 & smoocthed-off
cylinder comes as rather a disappointment.
However it
holds = sensible 1.0 gallops which makes @t
possible to get in & gallon of petrel and the
oil, without flooding fuel all over the place.

During the pasl-few weeks [ seem to have
been extremely lucky with the weather and have
never been oui on the rosds in anything more
then = light shower, Thus ai the time of going
to press, the Peugeol's spray protection was
untested, The front wheel is heavily shrouded
and from past experience 1 would estimate il
to be extremely effective,

Various small points are praiseworthy, The
conlrol cables are all doubly protecled by their
normal plastic covering and wider gauge poly-
thene tubing, at the point where excessive wea
oceurs—a fool or s0 from the levers.

Tools are supplicd in 2 small rubber bag
aitached to the saddle. -

Although small, the rear carrier s ine
telligently  designed for ot incorporates iwe
verlical seclions on cither side of the wheel
which form the basiz of pannier carriers, as well
a5 giving extra holding points for fastenings.

In brief, an enjoyable machine, which, unlike
some mopeds with avtomatic clutches, is sun-
able for both crowded road work in lowns and
alzo for the wider, more open, spaces.
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