CYCLIMNG, October 28, 1959

ITHOUT casting any aspersions on what
is an excellent piece of machinery, the
Pengeot BRITLS can foirly be described as
“the lazy man's moped 7 and since like a lot
of other people I am nmaturally lazy [ enjoyed
testing it
With more aids to easier riding. being in-
vented there is a tendency amoeng the older
generation to hark back to what ure popularly
supposed to be the “good old davs™ The

younger person is told how the crystal set was .

“more fun™ than the push-button wirelesses
of today -or that the vintage Beptley was
“ more interesting ™ than its modern counter-
part. In mine cases out of ten this is just senti-
mental nonsense and as far as mopeds are
concerned, the Peugeot makes harking back
undesirable.

First -we have a speedy engine.  The speedo- |

meter on my model was a kit * wobbly * and
miusch of the time T could not say with aceuracy

- Road testing . . .

Performance

Maximom speed ©
Flving LI 10th mile. 32 m-ph.
Saading 1/ 1mh mide, 16 m.ph.
Acceleration 1
0-10 m.ph. 5 seed,
0-30 m.ph., 28 secs
Ecomumy i
Al 30 meph, 140 mop.g.
An 30 moph., 10 mopa.
Hill chimbing & ,
Time for bl : 1 min. 38 secs.
Pedal assistance [rom 0.3 miles,

0-20 moph., 05 secE,

average gradienma 1 in 16,

Maximum podalling speed @ 14 mopoh,
- Comfortable pedafing speed @ § moph.
... Tester's raving : fair. 7
Tecter's weight : I1010,

- Frame 1 Opon welled stesl dubmlar comsiroction @ ele-

Tewd hill 0.5 miles Jong ; max. gradient 1 in 102

Rraking “Fromt Roear Bk
AL -2 cmoph - 190G T34, 14fr.
At 50 m.ph. 4t S 420

Pedalbing * ' |

“Weight ¢ BB, >
‘Conces:

 Peiee: EE7 105, inc. BT,

Specification -
Enmgine 1 Prugeod  two-smroke - 40mm. bore € Mmm..
droke = Seg, ) & 6 W 1D LT Bhoo At 5500

r.p.m.

Gearbox ¢ Sinzle specd with® fully awiomatic Semise-
fagdl metkilic plwder cluch ; primary belt drive and
final chain drive ; padal or kick saming.

scopic Tront forks, swinging &rm re&r ssspension.,
Tumk ¢ Just over | gallon capacioy.

Lighits 1 Head and ail lamps fed dicect from Gywheel
IRARNEAO-RENCTARGT, . -
Wheels amd brakes @ Boh- brakes fin. Indcrmally ex-

panding im [wibwidth habs ; chfomiom olated fims:
2.00in, x 23in. whitewsll 19res, g
Eguipment 1 Electric borm ) oood kit apd bag ! loggage
cafricr | IvPe Pump | oendre seand @ handichar aperaed
zir comral. ;
Fimish 1 Lakeland Blue, YVakeda Blue. -

siomaires 1 Scooter Condessionaires (Sales  aod
_Service) Luwl., T Hanower Cowrt. Yard, Hamsaver
Saeeet, London. WA i :
Panmier bags, per pair |
- £f 1fs. &d. Windshield, £1 25 6d.- (without apromd,
_E2 g AR prices of onrds-inchede PT. -

THE PEUGEOT BBITLS

A fast French moped with many exiras and excellent suspension

what spesd [ was doing,  With the slop-walch
to check ‘my progress over the measured tenth
of a mile, I found to my amazement that T
was averaging 32 m.p.h. This is all the more
remarkable considering the cngine note at this
speed.  The efficient silencing and vibration-
less design’ reduce both socund and shuddering
to an absolute minimum.

The engine power is transmitted to the back
wheel through a magnetised metallic powder
“clutch which is fully automatic in operaticn.
Starting only requires about thres full revolu-
ticns of the pev;zh wherens stopping and start-
“ing again with the engine running only involves
the two basic controls, brakes snd throttle
With the engine running and the moped sta-
tionary on the flat or facing down a gradient,
the “pull ™ of the engine can be felt through
the clutch even with the throttle shut down
fully. There is also a continual hiss. These
factors are mentioned by the handbook and
there {3 nothing to be alarmed about. The con-
tinual “ pull ™ will lessen with use while the
hiss is intended and does not -indicate wear.

Although the Peugeot would toke me away
from a fat start without any use of the pedals,
1 normally prefecred to give them a couple of
revolutions.  In this way it was possible to
leave behind many types of vehicles at bottle-
necks and compulsory halts.

The handlebar lavout was definitely designed
to appeal to the lazy rider. Pressure on a small
lever easily accessible to the left thumb, re-
tains the strangler device. The second that
thumb pressure is released the strangler jumps
back to its normal position. Combined with the
automatic clulch, this makes the sleepy early
morning start 3 good deal easier, .

Difficulty may be expericnced with the re-
“versed brake levers which pivot at the end of
the handlebars but this was pot the case with
me. There was only one facet of the layout
that needed familiarisation and that was the
position of the decompressor lever which is
. combined with the throtile twist-grip. At first
there was & tendency for this tg catch my
right thumb as I manipulate the throttle.

‘Apart from its good top speed the Peugeol
also performa very attractively on hills, Pedals
_were required on the worst sections of the
test hill (1 in 10} , due to the engine's
+’‘sagerness*a very praiseworthy 1 min. 58 seca.

«i"'was recorded for the whole 4 mile gradient:

(average 1 in 16). Glance down at ™ tester’s
weight ™ in the performance box and you will
see what I mean by praiseworthy,

A fair enough semmary of the Peugeot's
suspension is contained in the word * terrific.”
King-size telescopics provide first-class steering
characteristics while the substantial swinging
arm arrangement at the rear irons oot maoy
a poi-hole and tarmac bump. But why does
most of this go to waste jost for the want of
a better saddle? Instead of adopting the
normal Confinental pan-type saddle, Peugeots
supply their moped with a small inadequately
sprung affair of the type which used to appear
on former roadster. bicycles, Were it not for
this saddle 1 think the Peuogeot would come
very close to my idea of the perfect moped.

But there are plegnty of other things to look
at and admire, Take the fairings, for instance.
These are held together with a couple of nuts
and half a dozen screws. The screws have
all been thoughtfully supplied with large
rubber washers. 13 a small point but such
attention to detail can mean the difference be-

~tween a ratle that will nag at you a year

after you buy the moped, and continued guiet.
The pump is located in a sensible place be-
hind the seat tube, Here it Is not likely (o
be accidentally kicked off nor will its wital
parts gradually fill up with road grit,
- Do you usze elastic [uggage straps T If you
do then you will find the Peugeot's carrier
admirably suited to this type of securing device,
Although fairly small it w4ll accommodate the
most awkward loads and there are plenty of
places where strap hooks may be attached.
Changing the Peugeot from 2 moped into a
bicycle is a very simple process. On the face
of the Targe pulley on the nearside, a length of
thick wire is notched into one of two metal
hooks. To disconnect the pedals from the
clutch the wire should be uwnhooked from
one hook and placed wnder the other. )
Finally a word about tools. The Peupgeot is
supplied with a smail rubber. tool-kit carrier
and several varied tools. [ would oot like to
hazard -what the cost of bag and tools must
be, but I don’t think it can be very high.
Mevertheless it is the attitude of the manu-
facturers that counts, By supplying an in-
expensive but useful tool-kit with their moped
they display an interest in the person who buys
their product, It is small things like that, as
well as the bigger considerations, which would
sway my choice if [ intended to buy & moped.
CENTAUR.

An autematic clutch, a responsive cngine and o thoughtful design make the Peugeot g lozy
man's moeped. Add to this an enthusiasm for hills ond you have o £67 10s. bargain,
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