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The 98 e.el aufo=
evele in its latest
Jorm cambines old
styla simplicity
with modern
standards of
enclosure.

The
Last

Survivor
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The 98 c.c. NEW HUDSON

ALTHOUGH the demand for 9% c.c.
autocycles has fallen steadily over
the past few years until they have all
disappeared from the market except
ane, there is a hard core of riders who
still remain faithful to the type and
even gain new adherents to share their
enthusiasm. Our own readership in-
cludes many ** 98 " fans and we have
been pressed to test one of these mach-
ines g some time,

The machine tested, the last sur-
vivor of the type, was the New Hudson
now produced at the Birmingham
works of B.5.A. Motor Cycles Led. It
has an open frame of tubular construc-
tion with rigid rear end and parallel
link front forks. The 21-inch wheels
have 2.25-inch tyres and internal
expanding brekes. A ten-pint fuel
tank is mounted within the frame tubes
behind the steering head and lines up
with the fully enclosing panelling that
extends right back past the rear hub,
-enclosing both engine and transmission.
"The legshields which are an optional
extra, are designed for the machine
and look part of it. . :

A Villiers Mk. 2F engine provides
the power. It iz a single geared unit
with a large cork-lined clutch running
in oil and operated by a hand lever

with a finger release ratchet device to
provide the equivalent of * neutral ™.

On the Road

Although the handlebars are adjust-
able only for angle and not for height
they are so shaped as to provide a wide
range of positions for the comfort of
riders of various heights. The mattress
top saddle is adjustable but proved
rather hard for a rigid framed mach-
ine and was replaced with advan-
tage by a Lycett L1100 in the course of
the test.

Starting iz effected by pedalling off
and dropping the clutch. After some
unwillingness due to a faulty plug,
the start became a first time, every
time business if preceded by a one-
sccond depression of the tickler when
cold. A toe operated choke device is
fitted but does not apear to be necessary.
The actual pedalling off i3 heavy going
and starting on an upgrade so hard as
to be not worth while, Once the en-
gine is running, however, the machine
can be driven off from standstill on the
clutch without special care.

Agcceleration is good, particularly so

as there i3 no time lost in gearchanging
and the engine pulls well from 5 m.p.h.
right up to ita on the level maximum of
around 33 m.p.h.  But the real pleasure
of handling the ** 98 " is on hills. The
machine simply mm|])s up grades on its
single gear and will slog right down to a
crawl if baulked and then pull away
apain., Pedal assistance can be given
at Iow speeds if required but with full
use being made of the clutch such
pedalling 15 rarely really necessary.

In traffic the docility and flexibility
of the engine take most of the work out
of driving and the freedom from con-
tinuous up snd dewn changing with
accompanying screaming revs from the
low gear work iz one of the big factors
that keeps the big engine in favour,
The technique of handling the ratchet
elutch and two hand brakes at once is
soon acquired with practice and it is
very convenient to be able to leave the
clutch on the ratchet in the free pos-
ition and control the machine through
a jam of vehicles on the pedals.

Steering is a trifle heavy at low speeds
but accurate and certain all the way
up and road holding is definitely good
under all conditions. Vibration can be
felt moderately at all speeds but is
Never excessive.
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MNoise, particularly mechanical noise,
seems to be exaggerated by the en-
closure since the New Hudson was
" restyled ™ a year or so ago but this is
only apparent to the rider. From
the roadzide the passing of the machine
attracts no attention at all.

Why They Like It

As a result of this test we now know
with certainty why 20 many users are
keen on this machine and the qualities
that endear themselves can be summed
up in two words, © puts * and ¢ sime
plicity ™.

The ability of the engine to deal with
all normal tasks without fuss, freedom
from the conscious effort of gear-
changing and the absence of mechanical
noise inseparable from indirect gears;
make driving easy and comparatively
pleasant, while the sheer physical
solidity of the machine as compared
with motorised cyeles or light mo-peds
gives an impression of safety and
potential relinbility in no way related
to technical fact.

The differences between the 95 c.e.
machine and the modern under-30 c.c,
joby are by no means all one sided, how-
ever and the balance is very much open
to personal prejudice, experience and
OPILion,

For a start the Nesws Hudson 15 a
heavy and unwieldy beastie to man-
handle, almost impossible to pedal and
clumsy to park. The stand 1z set low
and severely limits ground clearance
while, when it hits a kerb or step it
jams against the rear tyre and stops all
moverment.

Appearance and cleanability are much
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improved by the enclosure but access-
ibility is poor and the panels are by no
means as easy to detach and replace as
the instruction book would have us
believe, A szide panel has t» be re-
maoved to change a plug and both the
rear transmission covers have to come
off to adjust the chain, The fuel con-
sumption figure of a fraction over
120 m.p.gallon compares with the cur-
rent mo-ped average on recent test
machines of 150-160 for the same
performance.  Insurance and replace-
ment costs are relatively high,

The question of actual, as distinct
from apparent relizbility is one that
cannot be answered in the short time
of a normal press test, so we have
arranged with B.5. A, to keep the Nem
Hudson az a staff machine for some
months to check its needs in the way
of adjustments and replacements, So
far the seore iz two lamp bulbs and =
new plug (1200 miles) and adjustments
to clutch and rear chain,

Our own feclings are that this—
20-year-old design was =0 good then
that it still is geod now, but on balance
the best of the modern mo-psds iz
better than the * 98 " for st peoples’
rses,

For those who really like the slogging
power of the bigger engine so much
that they are prepared to put up with
the unhandiness of the whole machine
the New FHudson will give satisfaction
for years. For ourselves we can only
wish that the makers would turn their
attention to a modern 50 c.c. mount
with the power, flexibility and reli-
ability now available in that size wsed
to full advantage in this day and age.
We hope that the quality and value
associated with the New Hudion will
stay with us in new designs before long,
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but meanwhile anyone who likes real
Eﬂgvéer]: with hiz pedals can get it in the

SPECIFICATION

ENGINE : “* Villiers * Mk, 2F,
47 mm. x 57mm., 98 c.c. two-
stroke flat piston, multi-plate
clutch in oil. single gear and
pedals.

FRAME : Cradle type, tubular, rigid
rear, parallel link front forks with
single  central compression
spring.

WHEELS : Zl-inch with 2.25-inch
“ Dunlop ** tyres. Internal ex-—
panding brakes both hand opera-
ted. Independent chain frans-
miszion.

PRICE : (75. 123, 0d. Legshields
as fitted for test 39 /8 extra.

MAKERS : New Hudson Auto-
cycles, Lid.,, Small Heath, Bir-
mingham 11.
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Reduces wear to
Imum,

Protects against
osion,

Write to us for full details EDWARD JOY & SOMNS LTD.

Provides positive jubri-
cation at all times.

COLLOIDAL 2-STROKE “FILTRATE” CONTAINS
ACHESON COLLOIDAL GRAPHITE

Special measure fitzed
4 Intin lid.

Combats whiskering.

Motor Cyolet and Engines
aver 100 o,

Ratio 1: 24 Ol (Patrol
Mo-peds, Scooters eto.
with engines of less than
100 6.6

Ratle 1:32 Ol /Petraol
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Avallable at HALFORDS or your regular dealer,

Collins Motors chose Colloldal 2-stroke Filtrsite Ol for their
brilliantly successful test run in Northampion

LEEDS ESTABLISHED lgo?
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