Will NVT’s new mopeds be the latest in a
long line of British two-wheeled disasters? ,
Graham Sanderson checks out the base model
in the range against the best known
commuter moped, Puch’s ubiquitous Maxi.

Photography John Wallace.

Get your motor running’,
Head out on the highway,
Looking’ for adventure,
And whatever comes our wag. .
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Checkout

NVT EASY RIDER
Single cylinder two-
stroke with automatic
clutch, single speed.
49.656¢cc

PUCH MAXI §
Single cylinder two-
stroke with automatic
clutch, single speed
48.8cc

Dellorto

Flywheel magneto
6v 18/18W headlight,

43.5 ins
Adjustable
4.5 ins

93ibs
0.75 gals
Yes

Plug spanner

35insis
3.5insis

28 mph
126mpg
£145 inc VAT

parts and labour

NVT Motorcycles Ltd,

Lynn Lane,
Shenstone, West
Midlands.

disappointment. Welding, particularly
around the petrol filler and base of the seat
support tube, was very scruffy. And
although the Italians must take
responsibility for that, the poor paintwork
itself is British (Easy Riders are painted and
assembled in Britain) and is no match for
the better-finished Puch.

76 bike

2.25 x 17 Semperit
2.25 x 17 Semperit

6 months/4,000 miles

2.2 at 4,500

Bing

Flywheel magneto

6v 18/18W headlight
42.5 ins

Adjustable

5.25 ins

2.00 x 17 Semperit

2.00 x 17 Semperit

314 insls

3.14 in sls

30 mph

130 mpg

£159 inc VAT

2,000 Miles parts and labour,
parts only up to 6 months/4,000 miles
Steyr-Daimler-Puch (GB) Ltd,
211 Lower Parliament Street,

Framewise, Puch go for the pressed steel
variety while NVT rely on a sturdy looking
tubular steel type. On both bikes the frame
carries the two-stroke mix. With steering
geometry by Doug Hele you'd expect
precision handling on the Easy Rider,
which is exactly what you get. And it was
this point in particular that really made the

Easy Rider so popular at this office. NVT
have managed to eliminate that wobbly,
unsure feeling you get when slinging some
mopeds into a bend at a mind-blowing

28 mph. Handling is taut, positive and gives
much credibility to the Easy Rider’s name.
Why, colleagues even sneaked out five
minutes before lunch just to make sure they
bagged the Easy Rider. It handles so well
that I even managed to put a fiat on the
exhaust tail pipe, yet the machine remained
perfectly stable. I'm not suggesting that the
Puch was in any way dangerous, it’s quite
adequate and you may well argue that
mopedists don’t know or even care about
handling, a subject so close to the heart of
the motorcyclist. I just hope all that good
handling on the Easy Rider will be
appreciated by the type of people who will
buy it.

Starting both machines was child’s play.
On the Puch, engage choke, pull in
decompression lever, pedal away while the
machine is on its stand, release the
decompressor and it would fire up. Choke
the Easy Rider, pull in the starting lever on
the left of the handlebar to engage the
clutch to spin the engine once the pedals
circulate. Simple and reliable starting all
round. y

If you want your Puch or Easy Rider to
look like a motorised Tesco shopping

handy racks with spring-loaded flaps for
securing items such as your favourite
reading material.

trolley don’t forget that panniers, baskets,
wind and leg shields are available for both
machines. Sprung loaded rear carriers are
standard fittings.

Bike can hardly be accused of going into
patriotic raptures every time a British
manufacturer (what’s left of them)
announces a new machine. But if I was
going to buy a moped tomorrow I'd head
for an NVT dealer rather than a Puch
agent. And that’s not because the Easy
Rider is British but, in this particular
instance, we think it’s the best of the two
machines tested.

We believe the Easy Rider’s fine
handling, comfort, cheaper price and better
guarantee outweigh the Puch’s advantages
of better finish, slight superiority in speed,
and more comprehensive toolkit. The Puch
is still an excellent product and worthy of
its impressive sales record, but in the Easy
Rider it has certainly found competition.®
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