CYCLING, Jonuary

NSU “CAVALLINO”

An ltalianate Sportster from Ge.rman}r*s

Biggest Moped Factory

T first glance, one could be forpiven for

assuming that the NSU “ Cavallina ™ had
been designed and built in Ttaly, that traditional
home of the sports-style moped. This machine
has all the hallmarks which one normally
associates with Italian machinery., Slesk and
sporty in appearance, it is also highly practical,
and hzs the red and white decor currently
favoured beside the Mediterranean,

For all its Southern styvling, howewer, the
¥ Cavallino ™ is also unmistakebly an WNSLL
It is, perhaps, just to say that there are but
few concerns who could mass-produce such a
machine successfully, and NS is one of
them. Thus the well-tried * Quickly ™ two-
stroke engine is immediately familiar, and the
design and clean manufacture of such parts as
the full-width hub brakes all. point (o
Meckarsulm as the ™ Cavalline's ™ home town.

This was the first cpportunity-1 have had of”

‘trying the three-speed gearbox which NSU
introduced  mid-way through last wear. It is
really sweet. Gear selection with this new box
is smooth and positive, and it is almeost impos-
ginle to miss that middle “cog™ which, on
some machines, is clusive. Since the clutch
cperation is up fo the same standard, control
of the machine proved to be a real pleasure,
Like all sports models, the * Cavallino ” felt
& little eramped at fiest, uritil T had accustomed
myself - to  the  rather bunched-up position.
However, the use of & dual seat means that the
nd:f j!a.; ample space in which o' vary his
posture during a. longish run, and thanks ta
this [ found e machine quite “comfortable >

over. distances. which had ArOvED! ;T'-Istmt:tly_ s e

tiring on certain more conventional machines.

Hand in hand with comfort went good
control. The NSU frame i strueturally unusual,
conzisting of twin -tubes disposed one ahove
the other to form an open beam. Equipped
with telescopic front forks and a swinging-fork
rear end—both of which. were efficient’ and
well damped—this frame. provided . excellent
steering. Though the handlebars are. of
stubby, clamped-on sports pattern I had oo
difficulty with ‘low-speed control, and at higher
speeds,- downhill, the machine rode as if the
tyres had been stuffed with the downiest down
obtainable, ver sleered to an inch.

Mo engine’ has a reputation to surpass that

1l

- PGIHL-M-?OI:\T transport for a modern oge
w —the he fcopter and the moped. But o
o M Chvalling ™ costs only 100 halfpennies
~-per hour to run, while the 555 costs £100°

“Cavalling _ is eqiipped—and ft would be a
harsh ¢ritic indeed who would; or could, fault
the manner in which. this unit chums out the
power, Like mogt, Ggrman engines nowadays it
ig governed- to a top speed which is com-
paratively low, thereby satisfying the German .
regulations. This speed, however, is for all
practical purposes the crumug speed, and I
soon  discovered that the * Cavallino™ was
‘happy to cruise indefinitély at ** 25 m.p.h. plus,”

- even though it was impossible to push it along -

at more thad 30 'm.p.h. on level roads. All the
fa.l'l!.l]]Ell' U Quickly * characteristics were there
¥ thv: smoothness of output, quictness of |
c_np:rar:inn. flexibility and formidable top-pear .
pulling power. Added to these, however, was
d new hill-climbing capacity for, with the
lowest of the thres gears in use, really steep

“hills could be tackled: True, the machine drew

the line at a climb of 1 in 4, approached from
d short run, but even this was surmounted by,
the judicious use of pedal assistance. Unlike
some sports jobs, the ™ Cavallino ™ has pedals
which .conm be used, the pearing: being so
arcanged that a pedal boost can be given from
roughly 13 m.p.h, in top; [0 m.ph, in second,
of five mph. in third. Though both my.
arms had to be held in a somewhat ungainly,
positicn to permit the requisite knee clearance,
1 found that this arrangement was quite
effective, and that it would be practical to
pedal the MSU in the event -of:engine failure..

Effective brakes- are a:very necessary part
of the make-up of a moped lacking, as the
tvpe does,. engine Braking -power. In this
respect, 1 thought that the " Cawvallino ™ is an
advance on - previous  machines. from  this
factory which, on several occasions, | have
criticised on this score. True, the tear brake
still requires a debl of pressure on-the pedals
to bring it inte action ; on the other hand, the
front brake is very powerful indecd, giving an
immediate response to light Iever -pressure.-
Unfortunately, the roads ‘werc -damp- when:
my test panel figures were obtained,

Finally, lights, This machine has the most
fantastic lighting set | have yet encountered—
far and away the best moped lamps [ have
ridden. behind. Thuugh of small diameter, the
-headlamp throws a ‘long, powerful and brilliant
beam which zives illumination as good as the
twin headlamps of many cars, and better than
that obtainable from the average motorcycle
set. And it will produce this performance at
speeds as low as |0 moph. in second gear. It
is features such as this that nrark out the
*Cavallino ™ as a preduction machine head
and shoulders above most mopeds in its class.

of the * Quickly™ ‘unit—with which the CENTAUR.

VITAL STATISTICS
HOW THE NSU PERFORMS THE N5U AT A GLANCE

Spaed 3 Engine : NSU iwo-sirake; 80 mm. bore x 3% man.

Maximum, 32 m.ph. in 2% sec. from rest groke = 4% ':-J' 5 I 1.3 b\.-'h-h- at
Flying 1/10th mile, 28 nm.p.b. 5000 g,

Standing  1/10Mb  mele. [35 m.p.h. Cearboxt In unit with engine : qh-me speeda,  with

Aceabersiion handlehsr wist arip conteol @ g primary  and

O=l0 mop.h. 3.5 ses. ﬂ-ﬁmph 16 ses.

&iS mpb, 6 see. 030 m.pb. 22 Ee2,

20 mophb, 9 sec '
at" 23 m.p.h..

Ecommmy & .-'u. 3 m.ph., 130 mope:

chasn Bnal drives ; Eick simcing,

Frame 1 Welded-up Ffrom steel tubes ardd pressings )
© releseopic fromd focks | swingimg Fork pear end.

103 m.p.g. a.m} gk, 90 _m.pi Tank: 2y gal. capacicy.
. HiBl- Ellmbbrl. . Lighiy 1- Head and cail lamps fed direct [pom U:Whhﬂ
Time [or I'"li I mio. 3§ -sm: . MAEBEIO-DIRerator,
First gearchange. {top 10 2md} ac uz miles, .. Wheelt amd Brakes :  Bodb - brakes  3bin, intemal-
Second gearchange (2md 10 Bowom) nor requinsd. expanding ; rims chromium-plated ; rust-prool, heavs-
Test hill 0.5 miles [ong ; max. aurhml: 1 s ML - gauge spokes i 2-25-in. x 25-in. Phocnic oyres,
Average gradieat 1 i 16 Equipmeent : Tood kit: 100l box, wre pump: coobfe
Eralking 1 Fromt Rear  Baih sland i harm, hend  ock,
AL-20 muph. 24 356, 20 - Flodshi Rnd :nd LAY enznx'l, with cheasium Dlll-ﬂd
Al 25 m.p.A. = S6R. 620 A5l detaild, 5
g A ¥ moph THIM. _T-"I‘I'-. S50 - Wekghi : 115 Th
. Pedntline ¢ - I g Makers + NSU. a.g.. Heckarsulm, Germany.
Cominnabie samad 6 In. k. v ea + Concesionaires 1 MELT {0 Brilaiok Lud., ? Chrmcr
- Tester's Batmng. ;. awkwsrd DD pedal, - - Gield-gardens, Loadon, WL . o~ - I
Tlllﬂ"! ththuauurb, m Price : £59 (193, 11d. ot |
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