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MOTOM SUPER SPORT

“Centaur” reports on this fascinating
4-sircke 3-speed moped from ltaly

TITH their unusual and distinctive lines, the Maotom mepeds quickly
became 2 centre of altraction at the national show  last
Movember, when they made their debut in this country. The Farnina-
designed single beam frame is eye-catching enough, but the maost
interesting feamwre wus the use of a 4-stroke engipe instead of
the more orthodox Z-stroke, A d-stroke cengine of only 48 co
is not pew, of couse, but it certainly is not commen among mopsd
power units. There are many arguments in favour of both types of
of enpine; the d-stroke engine has a preafer power ouipul over =
wider range, is penerally more robust, less temperamentz]l, possibly
mors economical, but shightly more complicated and conseguently
more expensive then the Z-stroke engine.

Of the two tmodels in the present Motom rabge we fesited the
mere exciting Super Sport in preference to the Standard. In actual
fact, there iz little basic difference, both machines having a similar
frame and engine. The Soper Sport has a tuned engine for which
the claimed maximum speed is 47 moph., and a elaimed firel con-
sumption figure of 223 mpg The performance chart shows that we
found both of these Agures rather optimistic, but in fairness, it must
be said that &1 200lbs. the tester is rather heavier than the average rider,

“Just Like Dad’s”

From an appearance point of view, the Svper Sport is unosumal bt
pot unattractive. Low slung—height is only three feet—it bears all
the marks of contemporary [talisn racing design. Any lover of
machinery will lose his heart immediately on examining the beautifully
compact engine, which T am tempted to describe as & perfect miniature
model " just like Dad's.”™ The standard of finish, particularly in the
paintwork it excellent, and 1 was impressed by the obvicus quoality
of the machine’s components generally, The dimensions suggest that
the designer had a rider of less elephantine proportions thao -myself
in mind, although 1 did not feel cramped, except in the legs. [ was
glad 1o gee that there is provision for fitting footrests to replace the

' pedals which would cure that discomfort; the pedalling mechanism
is, in fact, entirely unnecessary, and is only used for starting the
engine, [f footrests replaced the pedals a spring-loaded kick start
could be fitted to the pedal shaft. -

With the low-slung engine, the comparatively heavy weight (1001bs.)
and gompact lines, the Super Sport has first class road holding and
steering balanee: It can be laid over almoest horizontally—provided
the speed s sufficient—without the slightest anxiety, The suspension is

ftaly's latest offaring, the Motem Super Sposfs
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Specification

Engine: 4-sfroke, overnend valve, qir-

S mom, bore X 40 mome

stroke = 48 c.c. copadityl £

: output 260 Bohg) stes]

light  alloy  eviindar  with
separate heod cnd builb-in valve
s@01s; positive piston pume Rubrica-
tion with oil reservoir in crank cose,

Georbex: Thréd-dpead, medh  gear,
withy single-plate dry chutch,

Frame: Polented single beom pressed
:139;* with bailteup pedol oed
A = [+

Tank: 1&5‘\-;?}%?. capoacity,

‘Wheels and MHabs: Full-width alloy

Fedos, with 18 2 Zin. byres, ood
drgm  brokes,  Both  handlabar
opprated

Equipment: Hom: centre stond; fool
kit;  0-43 mgh illuminated
spmedometar et 0 headlamp,

Dimensions: Weight, 10000.; length,
Git.; height, 35t

Fimizh: FlomBayont red with Black
?f-'-tlﬁﬂh ard chromium-plated fi1-

g,

C-unuﬁiuuim:: Morroy and Co. Lid,,
176, 5t. Stephenz House, Victorio
Em., London, 590,

Pricez £102 35 ing, P.T,

Performance

Maximum spoed:
Flying 1/10h mile, 40 mpb
Standing 1/10th mile, 20.E moph,
Accelergtion!
dal ossistonce.

Ezanamy:
Ar 20 mph., 181.8 mpeg.
At 30 mph, 1798 moa.
Hill elimbing:
Tieng for Hill; 1 min. 3 seq.
Sacond geor th

Test hill 0.5 miles Jong! mox. grod,

I in 10; everoge grod, 1 in 16,
Eroking: Front FRear Boih

At 2D m.aph Z4ft.  32ft. oAt

At 30 o 43€t.  49ft. 39,
Pedalling:

Moximuem pedalling speed,
10 m.poh.

Comfortable pedolling speed,
5 m.poh

Tester's weight: 20006,

Conditions for Tesk:
Dry, slight wind (5 m.ph) along
COurse,

firm, but equal to the worst road conditions, and what few shocks
managed to pess the ingenicus rear telescopics were absorbed by the
comfortable racing-style zaddle. Genuine clip-on handlebars are fitted,
and allow plenty of hand room while giving the best steering control.
A "racing " riding position must be adopled of mnecessity, but 1
found that even after considerable journevs of up to 100 miles
or more, 1 felt no more discomfort than wsual, particelarly in the arms.

I did think that the braking, although satisfactory (see data) was
pot up to the standard of the machine in other fields. Applied
individually, they seem to lack “bite™ although together were, of
course, fully efficient. Both brakes are operated from the handlebars,
which means a double lever for clutch and front brake con the Jeft
This iz less convenient than a single lever, but is not 2 major dis-
advantage.

Fastest Off the Mark

With regard to the performance of the engine, it was zaid earlier
that the "machine was probably intended for someone lighter than
200ibs. This would explain the impression [ got that the engine was
slightly overgeared, especially in top. MNevertheless, the zcceleration
figures of 2.5 see. for 0-10 m.ph., 5 sec. for 0-20 mph. and I2
gec. for 0-30 m.ph. are the best recorded for any model on rozd
tests.  The highest speed, 40 m.p.h., equals that of the previous fastest

moped tested.” A small but efficient silencer

kept the exhaust note to a respectable murmur,
with & satisfying crackle when the engine

reached top revs. J

The gear change I found to be tempera-
mental.

There are three positions for gears, plus a
neutral position and a fifth position, bevond
the third gear, for starting.

On the sobject of servicing, although the
separzte components are not eazsily removable,
the engine itself can be removed er suosse
in a matter of minutes. It is suspended from
the vertical cross beam with only one other
connection by way of a spring attached to
the frame beneath the tank.

- Lighting is as good as can be expected
from an 18 watt generator,

A big sensible rear light is fitted which
leaves no doubt in the minds of following
drivers, and another poinl appreciated was the
large clearly-marked spesdometer. At night,
internal lighting makes the figures perfectly

readable. Other eguipment includes a2 firm
centre- stand {spring loaded), a really big tool
box, sitoated nnder the seat, which has 2 com-
prehensive got of tools, and would hold plenty
of additional items.

Complaints? Maturally there were one or two
points which [ thought required improvement,

For instance, there is no adjuster on the clutch
cable; and the chain, althoegh covered for half
itz length, is' otherwise completely open to
throw oil and water on to the rider.
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THE SIGNATURE ON
"GEN" CYCLES
PROMINENT IN INTERNATIONAL RA\CES

\ SEE THE FIVE SPEED

wh

' COURLUR

with a fabulous "spec”

DUMLOP STEEL 27" HIGH FRESSURE RiMS e ERITISH
HUB CO. RACIMNG HUBS e MICHELIN HIGH SPEED
"TYRES = WILLIAMS 48T x 3/32" CHAIMNSET WITH 61"
CRAMKS = LYOTARD PEDALS = REGINA FIVE-SPEED
FREEWHEEL o CONTIMEMTAL 3/32" CHAIN & @G.B,
ALLOY BRAKES » RUBEER HOODED ARRET LEVERS » G.B.
ALLOY MAES BENDS L PRIMO BADGED STEEL
STEM = SWALLOW CUTAWAY SADDLE & 18" APEX
ALLOY PUMP s BLUEMELS CLUBE SPECIAL GUARDS

CHOICE OF SIX ATTRACTIVE COLOUR COMBINATIONS
BENELUX MARK 7 | CAMPAG. GRAN SPORT
AT YOUR AGENT'S

£24.9.8 £26.19.4 YOURS

FOR EASTER!

HAMD-BUILT INTO CONTIMNENTAL MNERVEX LUGS

can now be gours for
£104.16.6

* MOTOM ‘605, net weight 125lb., maximum speed 47 moph. with a fuel

consumption of 226 m.p.g. The four-stroke engine iz averhead valve air cooled,
31 c.c. capacity, power 2.9 h.p. and o compression ratio of 3.2 : 1. Three speed
mesh gear, foot gear change, kickstarter, telescopic front and rear suspension.
2¥in. x 17in. tyres, drum brokes. Racing type soddle. Fuel fank 134 gallon
copacity. Flywheel magneto-fed lighting system. Three beam headlamp,
rear lamp with stop light and reflex reflector,

PRICE f_'lud-ﬂ&;ﬁ IMCL. P.T. Speedometer extra ot cest
ALSO THE MOTOM 48C AND MOTOM 4855

MOTOM 4BC, net weight is 114Ib., maxi- MOTOM 4855, This seper sports model has
mum speed 37 m.p.h. with fuel consumption o nmet weight of 100lb, moximum speed
240 m.p.g. Four-stroke overhsad valve air 47 m.ph., fuel consumption-of 225 m_p.g.
cooled, 48 ¢, capacity engine, giving The four-stroke overheod valve engine has
2.2 hp. with o compression ratic §: 1. the same gualities as in the Matam 48C.

FEICE £93.8.9 incl, P.T, PRICE £103.3.0 incl. P.T.

Speedometer extra ot cost

GET FULL
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