CYCLING, February 12, 1958

MOBYLETTE DE LUXE

French Moped Gives our Best-Ever
Fuel Consumption

HAT can you buy for a farthing?

Believe it or not, a-mile of motoring

—if vou're using a * Mohylette de
Luxe,” for during our test this model returned
a fuel consumption which, improves by 14
per cent, on the previous best—the “ Moby-
matic’s " 220 m.p.g. recorded in July last last
year—and which is over 30 per cent, betier
than that of the best 50 ¢c.c. moped of manu-
facture other than Motobécane. This fan-
tastic 252 m.p.g. at 20 m.ph., moreover, was
obtained from a brand-new engine—an en-
gine fitted to a machine, which I had seen
brought, still wrapped 1 maker's packing,
from the Motor Imports warehouse; which
had been oiled and greased in the normal
15-minute servicing by the reésident mech-
anies; and which was then handed straight
over to me. In other words, the maching
which | collected was in the same order In
which any enstomer could expect 1o recvive

i new " Mobvlete "—a fact which makes
this test of more than usual interest.

Though fiited with the same Trame which
i5 wsed for the whra-sample standard
machine, the “‘Mobylette de’ Luxe™ s
equipped with the refinement of dn auto-
matic cluich which comes o operation
once the machine has been pedalted 10 a
speed of three or four m.p.h. At traflic stops,
the rider merely applies the brakes. and the
cluich disengages itself just before the mo-
ped comes to a standstifl, When the lights
change a couple of dabs on the pedals will
whisk the " Moby.” up 10 the requisite speed
for the cluich 1o re-engage. when the
maching i§ then controlled m the normal
way. | found the clutch to be absolutcly
fool-proaf, and am sull wondering why so
few makers outside France have taken up
this excellent idea.

At heart, the * Mobylette™ is simply a
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ol o Sﬂl‘: 27 m.ph. in 23 we. from reid :
Economy ¢ 251 mpg at 20 mph I
Rraking = From 20 m.p.h, From M m.p.h, |
Both brakes 12} feet. Mot applicabie. 1
Front only a0 feet Mot applicabic 1
Rear only 2 et Tt appiicable :
Laad carried during test 1 200 [b [}
Eagine 1 Motobdcang two-sifoke 1
i 4175 mm. sroke=499 ci; . B 10 | 1
1.35 bhp. st 3400 ¢ pm :
rvarbon 1 Counicrshafi with disconneciing de-
vioe (o live cogine; single apeed! sutomatic |
chutch mounted on engine shall, bell primary ]
and chain Hoal drives 1
Frame & (O tubular constraction; nipd near cnd :
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39 mm, bore

rigid (romt forks

Tank ¢ 2-pints capaciiy

Lights 1 Head apd il lampi fed diredt from
Movi flywhes] magneio-gensraton

Wheels and Brokes 1 Caliper-type front bhrake
rear  brake M=in internal = expanding
chiomivm -plated rimn and  rest-prool spokes,
wihite 2.004n, 1 M-in, Michelin tyres

Equipmral 1 Tood bag: ool kit ceatre stand:
Miggage cartsci; Ivie pump. mumber plates
Fimkih ¢ Beige enamel whh  chromiume-plated

detialhs
Wnight ¢ 79 Ib
Makers t Alchenn Jde la Motobdcane, Pamiin,

Parm, France,
U encesshuomsires 1 Motor  Tmposis
Stockwell-road, London, S.'W.9
Price s £49 105, 114, inc. P.T
X . 6d. inc. BT

L., 138,

Speedomcter

For five shillings, a rider of the 250 m.p.g.

** Mobylette " could do two return trips

from Londen to Brighton by the “long"

route, taking in Selsfield Common—a cross-
roads since Roman times.

strong, powered touring bicycle, but that
doesn't make it a sluggard, lts recorded
27 m.p.h. was reached in-a steady flow ol
acceleration which would hardly have dis-
credited o good two-speeder, and its hill-
climbing, too, was well up 1o the avernge for
single-speed machines, with the pedals com-
ing into ply a1 the point where a two-
speeder would need bortom gear. Up to that
point, the “ Mobylette ™ was as nimble on
hills as any more complex machine.,
Hundling was good, and comfort adequare,
despite ‘the ngid front and rear ends. Po:-
holes, of course, could be felt. and so could
culverts, bul who makes a habit of driving
over those anyway? Engine smoothness left

“nothing to be desired, and neither &id the

carcful silencing:

Brakcs usually take quite a while to settle
down, and those on this machine . were no
exceplion 1o the rule, Therefore, the ounl-
standing braking figures obtained with the
stundard * Mobylette ™ some months ago
were not approsched, though betler-than-
average results were expecied and produced

My one criticism of the machine is the
lack of any fuel reserve. This is less im-
portant than usual because of the wiay in
which the * Mobylette ™ can be turned inlo
a bicvele at the turn of a catch on the
countershaft, making this a true dual-
purpose maching
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