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ROAD TESTS OF CURRENT MODELS

The Guzei “ Zigolo ™
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IGGEST of all the Italian motorcycle
concerns is the s.pa. Moto Guzz,
whose annual production ranks third
only to the two scooler glants—Innocenti
and Piaggio. Since 1921, when the
marque was introduced, Guzzi designers
have concentrated upon the horizontal
engine layout which has, over the years,
come 1o be regarded almost as a Guzd
hall-mark. Not surprisingly, the¥efore,
their latest product—the 98 cc two-
stroke * Zigolo," introduced last year—
follows their now well-established style,
Although the extensive use of steel
shielding conceals it from immediate
observation, the * Zigolo™ has, in fact,
a beam-lype frame equipped with swing-
ing-fork rear suspension. The * sub-
frame,” which carries the rider’s saddle
nld

and the rear carrier, also forms the rear
mudguard and is extended forward 1o
become a full under-tank shield, with an
in-built tool box on the left and—on the
right-hand side—a door giving access to
the fuel tap and extended float-chamber
tickler. The movement of the swinging-
fork (a member fabricated from oval-
section steel tubing) is controlled by a
large-diameter rubber spring working
in compression and contained within
the * bodywork " close to the pivol point.

At the front, suspension is by tele-
seopic forks, of quite conventional design
except foff the “muffs™ to which the
wheel spindle is attached. These are of
light alloy and each is held, by one nut,
to a keyed and threaded extension of the
lower slider. Thus the removal of two
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The 98 c.c. Two-stroke

GUZZI

“Motor Cycling” Records Impressions of
a Quality Italian Ultra-lightweight with
Ultra-modern Features

“ZIGOLO”

BRIEF SPECIFICATION

Enghnes Cuszl alr-conled single-cylinder 1wo-
stroke, horizontally moumied; bote 50
mm. by 50 mm. sifoke = 9 co: CR
6 - 1 casi-iron barrel: light-alloy cylinder
bead:  defeciorien light-alloy  piston;
rotary valve for mintore indoction; petrodl
labrication; Dell'Orno carburener,

Gearboxy Gurzn  three-speed  foot-copirolicd
poiltive siop gearbox bullt in ush with
ongine; pear ratios T.RY, 1342 and 20.97
o 1 mulu-plate cluich, runaing [ ol
driven by helical wears from crankshaft
final drive by chabn.

Lemition snd Lizhing: From Marelll fywhecl
magReto-goneraior, equipped with Hghting
il and scparsie iEnitkon coll; Aprilia
Besdiamp, tail lamp, lights and born
comrolled by handlebar switch.

Frame: O beam bpe, with swinglng-fork
fear sgspenion comtrolled lor shock and
rebound by  coatral  rubber  spring:
Iriction dampers &t tear;  subframe
formed by sieel prewing, incorporating
nder-tank shiclding, with buili-in tool
ban and ' cupboard ™ for fuel tap (ithree-
positonl and extended foat  chamber
tickler; frond forks Guersl iclescoplc tpe

Wheels and brakeswt Chromium-plated 1%in
rims front and rear, carrying 2 50-in. by
19-in.  Pirelli tyreq  imornal-cxpanding
brakes, Sin. diameter

Tanky (M appron. 3 mal capacity

Fimhla Forks, modgustds, tank, handichars,
Irame predsings in light grey enamel, with
Mot Guetl molil on tank sides and on H
fromt and rear modgusrds; wheel rims
chromium plaied, brake back-plates in
palished light alloy: headiamp black

Dimensboma: Wheclbawe, 40 in; overall length,
77 in; saddle height, 30 in: overall
width, 26% in.; sround clcarance, 6% in;
wihpht, 172 Ib.

Mansfeciurerst Molo Guarel, wpoa, Mandelo
del Lario, Como, lialy

Comeesslonalrer  Bob  Foster,
Road, Parkssone, Dorset

Pricer (110, including Porchase Tax

Egulpment: Elociric horn, buill inlo undes-
tank shielding: ol ki

AT24  Ashley

Amnual Tex: 45 10d. (per quarier),
Extrai Smiths 55 m.p.b. specdometer, £4 10s
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nuts, and the detaching of the front brake
cable, is all that is required lo effect the
removal of the front wheel,

As already mentioned, the engine-
gearbox unit is horizontally mounted,
with the single . aircooled cylinder
protruding forward of the shields, It
comprises a single-port two-stroke engine,
with *square ™ bore and stroke dimen-
sions of 50 mm. giving a capacity of 98
c.c. An interesting feature is the use of
rotary valve induction, the valve being
incorporated in the engine shaft on the
right-hand side. The Dell'Orto carburet-
ter fits directly on to the crankcase and
is partially enclosed by a shicld.

Ratios of 7.83, 13,42 and 20.57 to 1 are
supplied by the gearbox, which is of
positive-stop, foot-controlled type.

Current for ignition and lighting is
supplied by a Marelli filywheel magneto-
generator driven direct from the crank-
shaft on the lefi-hand side. The ignition
coil is remotely mounted and is reached
through the préviously-mentioned door
in the right-hand shields. Like the carbu-
retter,- the * electrics * are protected by
a readily detachable pressed-steel shield.

An Aprilia headlamp of approx. 5} in.
diameter is employed. This has provision
for the incorporation of a spéedometer
within the headlamp shell, but on the
maodel tested a Smiths 535 m.ph. speedo-
meter, with external gear drive, was fitted.
- Lighting and the eleciric horn—which
component is neatly built into the under-
tank shielding—are both controlled from
a neat * cluster ™ fitting on the left handle-
bar. Cluich. throttle and front brake
controls are all inbuilt and, in the caze
of lever controls, the cable adjusters are
mounted on the handlebar static member.

Trouble-free

In the hands of Movor Cycling's testers,
the * Zigolo™ covered close on 2000
miles during the six weeks in which it was
“on the strength™ and throughout that
time—with the sole exception of an
inexplicable bout of plug-whiskering
which recurred on isolated occasions—it
provided trouble-free service.

Starting from cold proved to be quite
easy—the carburetler was generously
flooded., the air lever closed, and two dabs
on the kick-starter would bring the engine
1o life. It proved advisable to allow time
for the unit to warm up before opening
the air lever.

First-gear engagement was at all times
positive (the operation was on the * down
for down, up for up ™ principle) and the
change into second gear could be made
as mapidly as the rider wished. Upward
and downward changes between second
and third gears, however. demanded more

care, and it was advisable to be slow and_

deliberate if missing the gear was to be
avoided. The clutch operation proved to
be of the type to which that over-worked
adjective * silky ™ could justly be applied.

Mot once throughout the test did the
operating cable require adjustiment.

Smooth and flexible, the little engine
provided an adequate degree of accelera-
tion in the intermediate gears. Top gear
could be held down to some 15 m.p.h.
but generally speaking it was found
advantageous to engage second gear for
speeds: below 20 m.p.h.  Trickling with
the clutch fully home could be indulged
in with first gear engaged and the
* Zigolo " moving at a fair walking pace.

Part of the machine's dutics while on
test consisted of providing daily trans-
port for a staff man resident near
Brighton—a trip of some 60 miles
morning and night. The little Htalian
lightweight withstood the task manfully,
recording a figure of 1 hr. 50 min. door-
to-door with unfailing regularity, no
malter what the weather conditions. On
the open road part of the run, a 36-mile
siretch was regularly reeled off in exactly
one hour, despite the need for traversing
at least three long, stiff climbs.

Here, the model’s pulling power came
into play. It was found capable of
tnckling quite sizeable gradients in top
gear, its ability to pull steadily at around
the 20 m.ph. mark being particularly
noted. Second gear, unfortunately, often
proved too low for the job in hand. and
the tester sighed more than once for a
fourth ratio mid-way between top and
second gears. On the run mentioned, the
model was generally cruised at between
40 and 45 m.ph. as prevailing conditions
permitted, though on downhill stretches it
was not uncommon for the speedometer
needle to go * off the clock.” Overall fuel
consumplion on these journeys was ir the
* over 100-m.p.g. " class. Except at peak
tevs. in each gear, the unit was nearly
vibrationlesg

Handling, whether on dry roads, on wet
cobbles, or latterly on iced and snow-
covered highways, was beyond reproach.
The “ Zigolo ™ steered perfectly, held its

Krart, nltra-modern lines ourstamding the fatesr model the
it it are m.;-m:qf from
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line to a hair, and never did more than
step sedately out by two or three inches
at the rear when cornering on really
slippery surfaces. Much credit for this
must go (o the suspension systems, which
absorbed all but the worst in the way of
surface inegualities.

Good Lights

Might-time¢ riding was made a pleasure
by what can only be described as a super-
Intive lighting set. Indeed, for the first
ume the tester really felt on terms of
equality with car drivers in the matter
of night vision, for the Aprilin head-
lamp threw a powerful and penetrating
beam which gave almost perfect illumin-
ation of the road for well over 100 yvards
ahead, while for town driving even
the dipped beam was an embarrassment,
bringing a wvolley of flashes from
approaching traffic even though the lamp
had been tilted to point only a few yards
ahead!

Apart from broken filaments, which
entuiled the replacement of no fewer than
four tail bulbs, the electrical equipment
was trouble-free throughout the test,

Considering its extensive nature, the
mudguarding was frankly disappointing.
Spray, thrown forward by the front wheel
and caught by the airflow, tended to blow
back clear of the front mudguard,

Mo means of adjustment is provided
for the riding position, the saddle, foot-
rests and controls all being mounted in a
set relationship. While this * in-built ™
position is quite comfortable for a rider
in the * short-to-medium ™ height range,
it was felt that a taller man might
experience some discomfort.

Summing up, the Guzzi * Zigolo ™ is
an ultra-modern ultra-lightweight, with
design characteristics which place it high
in the luxury touring class, a performance
which belies its small engine capacity,
and a considerable degree of economy to
add to its appcal.
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