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“ THANKS
~ for the
'HORSE-POWER! ”’

A Confirmed Cyclist’s Impres-
sions of His First Minimotor

EAREEM to a convert! For 14 years [ have besn an
Hardem pedaller not exactly scorning the power of petrol,

bur feeling that, in some way, it had no possible attractions
for me. Came the war and T drove Service vehicles, After the
war | went happily back to my bicycles, and although not what
might be known as a sporting. cyclist, I regarded myself as a
man whose bicycle represented a chosen form of transport and
pleasure. T wouwld average 12-14 m.p.h. according to conditions
and woild often knock up 80-100 miles in a day.

Then [ got married. My wife, a keen cyclist, was not always
able (0 keep up with me in comfort, so we exchanged our two
single machines for & tandem. For a short while all went well,
abkhough we found that my customary * single ™ average dropped
somawhat on the double seater and T often felt that it was asking
a lot of my wife 10-comribote-her share of the work invelved in
getting the tandem. alopgs - . .

Then my partner heard- of the-Minimotor—thar 50 c.c. (wo-
siroke attachment which fits pn o the back of a bicycle and
drives the rear--wheel theough the medium of o carborunduem
rotfer. We invesugated, decided to inves: and one Saterday
morning' a bex arrived from my [ocal dealer containing the
Minimotor and full fitting instrections, :

MNow, [ had no previous mechanical experience bevomd that
necessary 10 maintain a pedal “cycle and. look after the Jawn
mower, ~ Nevertheless, wirh the instruction book in one hand
and a spanmer-in’ the other, T fitted the Minimtotor in 1§ hours,
dead. It is a potent fact that &t took me half an hour longer
than the fitting lime [0 get Lhe licences, etc. to enable me Lo
take the tandem and s motor atachment on the road! Thanks
to the - foresight - of the agent .who supplied the engine, the
necessary- nember plates, licence holder and red learner plates
arrived with the wnit and so there was no delay in getting rhese
laid on. Insurance for 23s, 10d., covering my own and my
passenger’s lability and protecting us against third-party claims
and loss from“fire or theft, was quickly obtained through the
Roval Exchange Insurance Co.; the provisional driving licence,
of course, c0sl 55 and six months’ 1ax 95, 3d,

We were now ready Lo lake the road. [ had no twition
available save that given in Lhe imstruction book but this was
enough, and in 100 yards T felt that I had my powered tandem
well under control. What a difierence there was between driving
the tandem and the only other kind of driving that I had done
on Army lorfies!  But'a mile or two with an empty rear saddle
engendered sufficient confidence for me to essay a irip with
my wife. -

[ was due 1o pay a visit to & friend 17 miles away. Normaily,
by pedzl-power that journsy took us an hour and a guarter, but
the Minimotor koocked 15 minutes off that time. ~ Then we
drove from our homs, at Mottingham, to, Wallington, through
Croydon’s busy streets, and cur average speed was pushed up 1o
15 miles an hour with the throftle never more than tvvo-chirds
open. 1t rained-ihat day but | hdéd no uneasy moments; tram-
lines, wet wood blocks held ne more terrors for me with the
Minimotor in aclom than:they did as an ondinary cyclist. In
traffic T found that | could-disengagé the drive and, leaving the
engine murmuring. quistly to itself, pedal the tandem as an
ordinary machine. . =, .- LI

Our first long run was undertaken a ‘day or two later. We set
off for Eastbourne at 8 o'elock in the morning and accived at
11.30.  Ax reasonable intervald, bearing in mind thar the Mini-
motor was brand new, we stopped 1o have a smoke and let
the engine cool, and at the end of the 52 miles we certainly
did not feel that we'd had any work to do at all. - Normally
the journey would bave taken ws, on 3 tandem, 4% 1o 5 howrs.
We had 1o get off and walk over the last stapes of the notorious
River Hill. The Minimotor had already been working hard for
an hour and this measure was purely a precautionary one and
when the engine is run in [ should not feel it to be necessary.

We have covered now some 300-odd miles under power. The
sngine is feeling a great deal move free and the general impres-
sion gaimed by mysell and my wife s thar, with the aid of this
cyclemotor, average s which would otherwise be wel
bevond ©s can be maintained without effort. The randem is
equipped with a three<speed gear; we use second for starting
off, seldom use bottom at all and employ the top gear on the
occasions that we have to aid the willing little -motor.  Petroil
conspmption i3 working out 2t 200 miles to the gallon. For

Bb :

July 27, 1950,

. . . for the wtifitarian eyclist § would sirongly
recanimend the wse of @ cpelemotor . . "

the wtilitarian cyclist [ would strongly recommend the use of a
cyclemotor if he would eliminale practically all the physical efort
entailed in cyeling and at the very minimum of expensel  When
I pass my driving test, in a few weeks' time, T shall have paid
out another 105 and then my new * full ™ licence will cost fie
a further 5s, 5
Of troubles, we have, so far, had gone. A minor criticism s
that in heavy rain there is a slight tendency for the roller 1o
slip on the tyre and a certain amount of vibration is felt at the
rear af the machine which makes it necessary for us to keep
8 wary ey¢ upon such clipped-on parts as rear lzmps, e
I am still a evelist and I do not regard myself as gnvihing
else, bul experience has tzught me to sey “ Thanks for the
horse-power ™ when T pesd i1
E E.W.
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