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A 50 cc Two-seater

The LEOPARD “BOBBY 6”

This dual-seat 50 c.c.
machine is the first
of its kind we have
road tested. Our report
therefore, is mainly
aimeéd at the two-
seater angle of usage.
Other models in the
“Leopard’’ range will
be road-tested in the
near futu-e.

HE recent announcement that
the Leopard range of machines

is being imported into Britain and -

distributed on a large scale was of
major interest as a change in
marketing methods in the British
mo-ped field. The machines
themselves are no less interesting
in being really modern in concept,
designed “all in one” as mo-peds
rather than as developments of the
powered cycle.

Three machines comprise the
range now available, a rigid frame

type of conventional appearance
and two spring frame jobs in the
modern styling, one a normal single
saddle machine and the other a
two-seater specifically designed for
pillion work. It was this last, the
Bobby 6" that we road tested this
month.

Strength and Line

The frame is of tubular con-
struction in large scction, heavy
gauge tubes, webbed at main lugs.
It is strengthened as well as largely
enclosed by extensive sheet steel
pressings that afford a solid appear-
ance without excessive weight.
The 9-pint fuel tank is saddle
mounted behind the steering head
and has a three-way tap easily
accessible from the saddle.

Wide section, deeply valanced
mudguards provide very complete
protection from wheel-flung mud
and water and add to.the easy lines
of the machine. The front guard
is anchored to the unsprung part of
the forks and solidly bridged to

maintain a fixed distance between
tyre and guard whatever the de-
flection of the telescopic forks.

The engine is the familiar Sachs
2-speed unit and is equipped with
a Bosch flywheel magneto incor-
porating 6-volt, 17-watt lighting
coils. General details include dip-
ping headlamp with handlebar
switch, engine cutout and horn
button, toolbox built-in to the
main frame, reflector pedals, anti-
theft lock in the steering head and
speedometer in headlamp.

As a two-seater, the Robbv 6™
is to be known by its dualseat in-
stead of the conventional saddle,
and the built-on folding pillion
footrests.

On the Road

The performance of the Sachs
engine has been described many
times in these pages and it is suf-
ficient to record that it has a max-
imum of just under 30 m.p.h. on
the flat in top gear, a lively accel-
eration in first gear and a commend-
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able degree of flexibility. The
machine tested had the familiar
whine in the gearbox on the indir-
ect drive but the exhaust note was
pleasant and quiet except under full

throttle at high revs. Starting is
carried out by using the pedals in
neutral gear with the machine
standing or by pedalling in gear as
required. A firm pressure is re-
quired to turn the engine over but
the start is certain if it is remember-
ed to flood the carburettor when
cold but not when warm,

As the machine is designed for
double load riding the springs in
both front and rear forks feel some-
what hard when the machine is
ridden solo. Some of this effect
is cancelled out by running the
tyres at modest pressures and leav-
ing the springs to handle the big
big bumps only, but few riders
will care to adjust tyre pressures
each time a passenger is carried so
it must be taken for granted that
the suspensions are a compromise.

Steering seems to be unaffected
by the extra weight of a passenger
and the springs never- bottomed
under load. Power is adequate
for getting away on the level or
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Telescopic forks
and the dual-seat
distinguish the
Bobby 6™ from
the other Leopards

modest gradients with the double
load although the acceleration is
naturally not so lively. Maximum
speed seemed little affected
and the engine itself appeared
perfectly happy at all times. Like
all good two-strokes the demand
for pulling power suited the Sachs
and it two-stroked steadily under
load.

Dual seats can never be quite
as comfortable as saddles made to
fit riders, but the standard of
comfort on this machine was quite
good and the stability afforded
by having the two riders mounted
on one seat is well worth while.

Stopping power is adequate by
means of finned, full-width hub
brakes to both wheels and the
telescopic front forks allowed the
front brake to be used to maximum
effect. The back pedalling rear
brake could not always be used to
full effect because the pedal when
pressed down fouled the pillion
rider’s foot. Setting the pillion
footrests a little further back would
obviate-this trouble.

Probably because of the excep-
tional rigidity of the frame road-
holding characteristics are very
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good indeed. The wheels stayed
on the road wet or dry, bumpy or
smooth and there was a general
impression of solidity and security
under all conditions.

Sun;ming Up

The very idea of a two-seater
mo-ped will take some getting used
to in this country although the
usage 1s common enough in many
continental countries. This makes
it difficult to assess the machine in
comparative terms as there -is
nothing else in our experience to
rompare it with and we fecl some
clear thinking is required by poten-
tial riders if the perfectly practic-
able idea of two-seater travel on
this type of vehicle is not to be dis-
credited by futile over-optimism.

The test proves conclusively
that the Bobby “ 6" is capable of
transporting two normal sized
people in reasonable comfort over
average roads. That is all it sets
out to do and it does it well at a
phenomenally low cost per mile
by any standards in the world.

As very big riders are not catered
for it perhaps matters little that
we find the non-adjustable handle-
bars and limited adjustment of the
dualseat uncomfortable for a wull
rider. Apart from this and the
position of the pillion footrest
already referred to, this is a very
sound, modern mo-ped that lovks
good and works hard.
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