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The Kerry

CAPITANO

MATCI—LED in & contest of spred with most
other standard production mopeds as
- distingt from the high performance -sports
_ machines, the Kerry Capitano would probably
be unchallenged. For the compact 47.60e
enging, developing 1.8 bhp at 5000 rpm,
is a real Little powerhouse with 2 seemingly
inexhaunstible reserve of drive. ;
The maximum speed recorded, 40.3 m.ph,
was reached when the machine was not fully
run-in, and eare was still needed to prevent
g seizure which had already been threatened.
Aceceleration, as indicated in the performance
data, is, well, exhilarating although these figures

by themselves do not do full justics 3:the power

is there sight from zero upwards and particu-
larly noticeabld around 10-15 m.ph. in first
gear, and around 25-30 m.ph. in second gear.

The: Italian manufacturers have,” apparently . ¥
© ' The seat—a large, very comforiable sprung

found - the answer to-the problem of how
{0 give a two-gear machine the high perform-
gnce at all speeds of a’ three-gear machioe;
for the Capitzno concedes very little to the
three-speeder, and provided the revs are
available, the change wp from first to second
fa as cleam &3 the proverbial whistle, The
speedometer, which terned out to be a shade
optimistic, showed that the range of the bottom

gear was from 23{24 m.p.h. down to 9 m.ph.,

below which the engine tended to smalch.
The same occwred when speed dropped below
13 m.p.h. in second gear.

Modest Price

With such a performance to boast of, and

at the modest price of £67, no one will guibble
if the Capitane Is merely average as far
as penmeral defails are concerned. It has
an onelaborate. yet “attractive tubular frame,
the type which scems to be favoured by the
Itatiam- -manufacturers in  contrast
weighty fairing-shrouded German style znd is
consequently quite a Iot lighter.

te  the

The layout is neat and parts are conveni-
ently placed for easy accessibility, The car-
buretter, a Dell'Orto T.4.1251, joins the
cylinder by means of a flange which acts as
a boffer and can be disconnected from the
cylinder with or without the flange. Clutch
and mag-dyno, on either side of the crank
‘tase are quick to get at as the covers can be

.removed without first taking off the pedals,

Facilities for. adjustment of clotch and gear
are good and well sitpated.

| Although the Capitano seems small by
comparison with some other machines there is,
in “fact, no troubls in finding a satisfactory
riding position, and its low centre of gravity
and compact design ensure maximum stability.

Comforl

job—has a height adjustment of about six
inches and the wide, wrap round handlebars
{which reminded me somehow of thoss on a
lawnmover) both convinced me that the
comfort of the rider had not been overlooked.
Suspension, in the form of frent telescopic
forks and swinging arm at the rear, irons oot
the most audacious road conditions, but I

found that on the machine I tested, the

application of the freat brake produced a
disturbing “sloppy ™ reaction in the fronot
forks., There was also a mysterious untraceable
clicking noiss which reminded me of a ball-
bearing being shaken about in a glass bottle
when this brake was put on hard. However,
regardless of the curious gound effects invalved,
the brakes are commendably efective, and
capahble of the extra siopping power required.

Fozd holding was pood, due to the low
road-hugging lines of the Capitano, even at the
relatively high speeds possible and the Pirelli
23x2 tyres gripped well enough in afl types
of conditions, including heavy rain

For lighting I award full marks, for the 18
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Specification ;
Engine: Two-stroke: oir cooled; 3Emm, bore X
4zmm. stroke=47.6 ¢c.; c.r. 7 to 1] 1.5 bhp.
at 5000 r.pm. B
Carburetter: Dell Orte T 41251, ;
Gearhax: Two speed intesroted with englng.
hondlgbor  control.  Multi-plote  clutch {cork
inserts) funning in ol bath, .
Frame: Tubulor steel with telescopie front, ond
swingirg @fm rear Fuspension,
Tonk: Approximately 10 gind copacky.
Lighting: Mog-dyne, outpul Ewelt, 18 wolbts.
gim lamp & volt, 15 wotts; teil lamp 6 wolt,
wotis. .
Wheels and Brakes: Chromium-plated_fims end
full width hubs, fitted with 23 = 2in. l'i.'l'ﬁi
brokes, Internal expanding, front hand lever
ond rear bock pedal operoted, -
Eguipment: Tyre ﬂump' toal kit, ‘eentre stond,
glectric hom (Huret speedometer extrg, fits
in head lomo nocelle. : ;
Finish: Limiversity Blue, with chromed fittings.
Conceszionairest  Kerry's  (Great  Britaied  Lid., |
Warfen Read, Strotford, Londan, E.15 ond

beronches,
Price: EG7 1&g, &d,

Performance

Maozimum Speed:
Fiying L/10th mile, 40.5 m.p.h.
Stonding 1/10th mile, 25 m.pb.
Acecleration: .
ossishanse,

0=30 m.ph.. 12 ses.
Economy

At 20 b, 152 mopag

At 30 mph, 116 mopag.
Hill Climbing:

Time for hill: 1 min, 33 sec.

Battam, i;ear engoged ot 0.2 miles.

Test hill 0.5 miles long; max, grodient T In
10; everoge groedient 1 in 16,

Erakingt Frant Rear Both
At 20 m.ph. 1TFE 231t 108k
At 30 mph. . 23ft. aGfr, - 118

FPedalling: H

Maximum  pedalli speed, “14 mph
Comfartabla padurl‘l?nn wpeed, 7 mophe
Tester's walght: 2000h, %o
Conditiens for Test: Dry oschalt mad surfoce;
o wirsd

watt output to & big two-element Philips 678 .
Gv. 15-15w. produced a really strong piercing
beam which stabs a path through the murky
blackness of the winter night with ease. The
rear lamp is fitted with a v, 3w. Phillips 255
bulb which for some upaccountable reason
blew continuously, but 2 12v. bulb soived. the
problem without diminishing the head beam
appreciably. The head lamp_itself is a well
styled piece of squipment of first clazs quality;
the light switches  are combined. with the
horn button and cut-put and situated om the
handlebars, much more conveniznt than on the
lamp itself. Set under the headlamp iz the horn
which has a loed cryv of almost musical
quality as is befitting a native of Italy.

Points of Detail

1 liked the big carrier rack and ingenious
throttle twist grip which has a lift-up section
to allow immediate cable fubrication and re-
placement, ete. ;

. Points 1 noted with less enthusizsm was a
tendency for the rear brake cable to stick,

. even after lubrication, apparently due to the

abrupt angle at which it is bent to join the
pedal. The fuel filler hole is just biz encugh
for a petrol pips to enter and could do with
an extra 1 inch diameter. . e

However, minor points thess, and soon
fargotten when you let in the clutch apd hear
the cheerful crackle of the exhaust chamge
to & Brand’s Hatch hewl as the Capitano
effortlessly glides away.

Complete weather protection is available
for the Capitano in the additional accessories
range. This comprises lepshields, at £2 145 ﬁd.,
and windscreen at £2 18s. Also avallable is a
combined child’s seat apd basket carrier which
fits over the back whesl and should be useful
for women moped users,
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