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S«D sisccessful has the James range of
lightweights proved in the past year that
it iz being continued with only minor
changes for 1951, However, there is a
new model: the 98 cc Commodore,
which is basically identical with the stan-
dard 98 c.c. Comet model but which has
enclosure of engine and pear box and
built-in legshields-cum-safety bars. The
‘prototype was tried out by a member of

he Motor CGyele staff earlier this year and
g brief description given In our columns
on February 23,

The engine cowling is of sheet steel,
made in halves, with the seam running
hnﬁ;ﬂinaﬂy from front to rear. A bead
iz formed on all edges and this, in con-
junction with the wvery ngid six-bolt
attachment per half cowling, makes the
panelling sufficiently rigid o eliminate
drumming, In order to provide further
weather ection, the rear mudguard has
deep valances on Ms forward segment.
The legshiclds-cum-safery bars are of the
standard James pattern, which are well
known to be most effective,  The machine
iz finished in James maroon, with an
“ Airborne "-blue 1ank panel and neat
gold lining on the tank, engine shields and
rear mudguard,

Peppy 85 c.c.

The machine is powered with the
peppy -little 958 ce. Villiers Mark 1F
engine with two-speed gear in unit. The
two-speed gear iz extremely simple to
operate; gear changing is accomplis by
means of a small finger control mounted
on the right handlebar. The only other
controls are those for the throttle, clutch
and brakes., Lighting is direct from the
Villiers flywheel magneto,  Other features
of the Commodore specification are: 4in
diameter brakes front and rear; 2.50x
19in tyres; link-action fork with a single
compression  spring;  13-gallon  capacity
fuel tank.

With the exception of the fact that on
the standard model the tyre sizes are
225w 1%in, specification deeails  given
carlier. apply also w0 the 98 co
Comets, the standard edition of which is
the lowest-priced full-size motor cycle on
the marker today, A de luxe edition of
the Comet, which has a bartery and recti-
fier lighting set, 15 also available.

Mext in size to the Comer comes the
122 ¢, Cadet, which is also marketed in

standard and de luxe forms (in other

words, with direct or with bartery and
rectifier lighting sets). For 1951, the

Inexpensive—ike 08 .e. Comef

James Programme

A Mew 98 cc Model with Enclosure of Engine and

Cadet (and the 197 c.c. Captain models)
are fitted with a *cleaned-up "—rather
than a redesigned—front fork,

It will be recalled that with the exist-
ing fork the stanchions projected upward
slightly from the top stecring head lug.
Lowering the stanchions in the 1951 de-
sign has made the appearance at the head
lug neater; but in order to maintain the
rubber cartridge at the desired length, it
has been necessary to extend the leg below
the wheel-spindle position. As a conse-
quence, the spindle-lug is now cast in
front of the stanchion. HFake and trail
are said to remain unaltered. and the fork
characteristics are, of course, also as
before.

There are certzin other fearures which
are common to the Cader and Captain
models,  Frames, for instance, arc of the
full-loop type made up of four separate
mibes with a single tbe forming the top,
front-down  and  bottom-loop  runs.
Engines are again Villiers, of course, with
three-speed gear boxes in unit.  Brakes

on the 122 co. Cader stndard model are
Sim in diameter; there is a 24-patlon
capacity fuel tank, and 2.50x 1%in tyres
are fitted front and rear,

O the de luxe edition of the Cadet and
197 ce. models brakes are also of 5in
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digmeter; heavier gaupe wheel spokes are
fitted, and tyre sizes are 3.00 % 1%in, Oa
these machines, foo, the tool-box i5 larger.
It is triangular in shape and carried below
the off-side seat stay.

For 1951, the 197 c.c. Captain is also
available in standard or de luxe form.
The standard model has a rigid frame and
direct lighting; the de luxe model,

plunger-type rear springing, battery and -

rectifier lighting, and a rear carmier to
which a pillion seat may be fitted as an
optional cxtra; provision has been made
for the fitting of pillion rests (also avgil-
able as extras), and there is now a stucdy
prop-stand in  addidon to the normal
centre stand. Electric horn and stop lght
are included in the eguipment.
- For the present, 2ll battery and rectifier
models are fitted with a change-over
switch on the handlebar so that when
riding, say, in the country at fair speed,
the battery and rectifier may be by-passed
except for a trickle charge, and the lights
fed directly from the generaror, the aim
being to eliminate the slight discharge
which occurs when the normal system is
subject to full light load.

Of particular imterest ‘o the sporting
fraternity are. the two Competilion
models, which have been so successful in

New 98 oo, Commodore has neal onolo-

stive and buli-in lagskielda-cwm-sa by
LiErs
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for 1951

First-class Weather Protection

trials, These models are available in
either 122 or 197 c.c, sizes and, if desired,
the specially designed frame may be fitted
with the James plunger-type rear-spring-
1 &

In addition to the lightweight motor
cycles, James also market a houry auto-
cycle, appropriately named the Superlux.
The engine is neaily enshrouded by
very smart, easily detachzble engine
shields. The fork iz of the link-action
type with a central compression spring,
and is similar to that on the 98 c.c. motor
cycles,  Pedals are of the full rubber type.

Samart 122 c.c. model
Witk rectifiey Helhiling
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Rear-sprang—I97 c.e. Caplain in

e fiere forer

Both  4in-diameter  internal-expanding
brakes are operated by handlebar levers.
Tyres are of the 21 »2in special auto-
cycle type. For 1951 the seat tube has
been shoriened and the riding position
Iowered.

The manufacturers are the James Cyele
Co., Ltd., Albion Street, Greet, Birming-
ham 11. Prices are as follows (total price
inchudes Purchase Tax applicable in Great
Britain only). :

Easiz Tatal

. o Prico
superigx  Atocyele oo qe 10 6L 1L 13
23 e.c. Standard Comet ... ... 50 0 a5 10 d
= c.t e loog Comet ., « 55 D ek 1T 0
43 nat mnddire o ) 17 0
123 e, Btandard Cadet 66 10, B g q
122 ¢t de e Cadet . v T3 10 95 1% B
187 e.o, Standard Caprain [ [} 7= - S ]
197 ¢ de Juxe Captain .. ... 23 10 112 T 11
182 e, Competition .......... &3 T 104 18 B
E9T oop Competition ... .o..c BS 10 1I0g 11 B

- V.P. Sidecar Range

Three-model Programme Continued for 1951

TD all intents and purposes V.P. side-
cars remain unchanged for 1951
There are three models—the luxury,
child/fadult Volente  saloon, and wwo
single-searcr sports  Vipers—one with a
zolid chassis and the other with 8 sprung-
wheel chassis. The Volante has been
modified only o the extent of reducing
the width of the corner windscreen sup-
ports in order to increase all-round pas-
senger vistbility, and the main sidecsr
suppnrt has been strengthened.

The Wolante, it will be recalled, is a
very rigid. monocoque construction  of
light-gauge sheet steel and aluminiom. It
is one of the largest and most hixurious
sidecars manufactured anywhere in the
world to-day. Total weight, with the
chassis, is said to be 2251b. The lavour
i unmsual - in that the childs seat {or
children’s seat, because 1t 15 wide enough
o accommodate two) 35 situated forward of
the adult sear. There is 2 single door
fitted on the nearside. -

Main body dimensions of the: Volante
are as follows: Owerall length, '94din;
widch, 351n; height from the seat cushion
1o the roof, 33in; distance from “adult
seat squab to toe rest (which is uader
childs seat), 40m; door width ar widest
point, 25in; pround clearance, 8in. Locker
dimensions are 19in wide by 22in deep
by 14in high. i

The four large windows are of celli-
loid, fixed, and surrounded by rubber
beading to ensure * warertight-ness.” For
i top covering there is a blacl-rwill, gofi-
up hood which is held in ition by
press-studs.  Swaps are provided so thag,
if desired, the hood can be rolled up and
fized in ‘he half-open position, giving a
sunshine-toof effect,

Behind the adult’s seat is a ledge for
carrying small parcels. Access to the main
luggage boot is by means of a hinged lid,
or door, in the rear.

Anti-sway Bar

Employing a wvery rigid form of four-
point - attachment, the special Volanre
chassis has bonded-rubber suspension for
the wheel, and toggle-action, rubber-
bushed linkage for suspension of the side-
car body. Rectanpgular in plan, the chasss
15 constructed of 13 and 1lin diameter
rubislar members, joined ar the corners by
substantial Light-alloy castungs which have
a tensile strength of 24 woms per square
inch. An anmn-sway bar with rubber
bushes iz fitted to the body and chassis
Weight of the chassis, complete with
wheel and tyre, 1s said to be 1001B.

Lizhtness is also a feature of the Viper,
the boady of which weighs only allb,
Aluminium-alloy is used for the body—

which is designed on the stressed-siin
principle used in aircraft construction.
General Jdimensions of the Viper are:
Overall  length, 74in; breadth, 2lin;
cushion, 17in wide = 1%in long., There is
ample ler room for passengers of all
stature.  The windscreen is of Perspex.
Access to the sidecar iz gained by way af
a door and folding scuttle, There iz a
glove box in the scuttle and a luggage
locker: at the rear. A hood iz not :up-
plied, bur one is available as an extoo
Fimish iz polished aluminium, maroon,
black, cream or green,

The Mo. 1092 sprung-wheel chassis for
the Viper bas a four-point attachment
system, and  half-elliptic  leaf springss
extending the whole length of the sidecar
body, Torsion-bar springing is used for
the wheel. The Viper is also available
with an unsprung chassis, the weight of
which is =aid o be 95lb. Weight of the
sprung chassis is 1121b.

Malers of these sidecars are V.P. Sheet
Metal, Ltd., Windsor Street, Cheltenhara,
Prices (total price includes Purchase Tax
applicable in Great Britain only) arc as
follows: —

Basniz Total

o Price Price
A £ 5 d £o% o

2001 Viper, sobid, complete .. 50 5 & &35 18- 3
2002 Weper, apring, completa 8510 0 T & O
1075 Viper, bﬂlli' iy ... F) 0 M4 g
1105 1-':{:{'0_1’. solid chaskis only 21 9 & 27'4 D

1082 iper, SPEinE- W heal ¥

chagsis- only 2610 0 TE -4
005 Violnnte, compleie | 8% @& O Y15 0
Viper prices are approximately £1

cheaper than those given when supplied
for fitting =0 B.5.A. and Morton machines.



