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Ls the FEditors have explained, fifty years of Club Life
cannot be told in a few pages, and tkhis presentation cannot give
any idea of how the Club has progreszced, and how very much it is
still alive. The woluntary efforis of meny people of differing
vocations, but with one interest in common, to Join togsther
individual enthusiasm for the love of Motor end Moterecycling sport,
hes carried the Club through, not =2lways on the straight and narrow

path, but eventually, to their many successes.

There ig no doubt that the Club will continue to
flourish, whilst we are able to find a herd core of Officials
willing to do and say "What can we put in", and not "What can we
get out of itiM

Lg conditions change, 2o must the pattern of Club Life
change, and we should, and indesd muat, see the other personsz'
point of wiew, and try tc adjust ourselves from the old to the

LG

To the present and future Officers and Members,

congratulations upon the Past, and every success in the future,

F. J. Revett,



My wits g desailed history of the Club it wolnld
hove been pecapsary bo repretune ths Club Minuwse Book and Trials
Pooke 4n their envirely, and since Shis was obviously impossible,
we have twded ©o give a pioturs of each sspsot of Club life by
solecting whe hipgalights from the records.

Tn doing S0, We have necessarily omitted to mention
many past and present mewbers who have made imporlant contributions
4o the 1ifs of ihe Clad during the past 50 years. Tis does not
mean that we undar-sstimate ths pard which thsy have played in
establishing the prosperity of the Club and indeed, we wish
that it were possible fo mention every single msmber,

Qur attempied ‘shafie of wit! at the expsnse of
cerisin members are eimed withous malics and we crave these _
pentlemen's pardon, nor ars certain extracts from Club publications
‘n the pest inended to deride, but merely to draw a comparison
tetween yesterday and to-day,

Finally, we thank the present Commities of the Club
for their permission %o reproducs extracis from the Mimites and
other officisl documents.

JKe D S

_.,...._....0?0.._ A

ACTIIOW LEDGERENTS

The Editors acknowledre their debt tc the past members
who heve so efficiently vwiitten up the Club's reccrds and fo the
sregeit members Who hove contributed to this publicaticti.



COROMATTCN TROPHY
BOSTOCK CUP
C.V.SMITH MEMORIAL

TROFHY
BEARDMUEE CUP
00D TROPIY

CLUB FERFETUAL TROPHIES

Best overall performance in Sporting Trials
Bunner-vp Corcnation Trophy
Best overall performance in Touring Trisls.

Best performance over six Sorambles.
Best Junicr Grade Competitor in Trials and

Sorambles.

CLOSED EVENTS

GEEENFTIELD MEMORIAL TROPHY

EGERTON CUP
FISH TRIPHY
BOSTOCK TRCFHY
GANZONT CUP
PAVIOUR GUP
M.T.A. CUP

JUBLLEE TROFHY
IPEWICH TRORHT

O, B. & UTP
AEDHEAD ROBEROWL
CLAVERING FLRON QUP
SHRIBLAND TROPHY
COBROLD GUR

GRESVES TROFHT
ARTEL (P
WATEOIAT TROPET

OTHER

EVENTS

Touring Trisl
Touring Trial
Touring Trial
Night Touring Trial
Sporting Trial
Sporting Trial
Sporting Trial

Suffollk Mardls Trial - Premier Award
Shrukland Park Grand Wational - Preasdier Award

Shribland Perk - E‘:ﬁniur Hace
It it (1]

L

" ? = Runner-up

Premier Award
Runner-up
Premier Award
Rurmer-up.
Premier Award
= Runner-up,
Sidecar Trophy Race -Promisr

Junior Raoce
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DISTINGUISHED CIUB RIDERS

D, BICKERS:

Intered 'Trade Support' via D.0.T. Mamfecturer's team at

Shrubland Park, Subsequently regular 'works' Greeves rider in Doth
National end International events. Consistent member of the Eastcrn
Centre Team for both the Inter Centre Team Scremble and Trial. Has
won mumerous Eastern Centre Scramble Championships, and in this year
won the 2% Cals Asﬂdul Sﬂr'amblB 51:3.1‘ B..I‘ﬁ thﬁ 259 C.0. E!.II'OPEEB
Moto=Cross Chanpionship, and in doing so, competed in all 12 eventsa,
In 1958 he wes runner up for the Pinhard Prize end in the same year
was awarded the T.G. Meeten Trophy.

-P-Lt J. I{D.WE:

Has represented the South in the North v South Scrambie
the Eastern Centre in the Inter<Centre Tcem Soramble, and has won

rumercus Bestern Contre Scremble titles. In 1959 he competed in the
Scottish Six Days Triel.

C. HUBBARD:

Our road racing enthusiast, who has represented the Club
in the Clubman's T.T.

F. W. NEILL:

Rode for the Britisgh "A" Team in the Internztional Six

Deys Trial in 1926, and was a regular rider in the sprint meetings
held et Shrubland Park in the 1520s.

G- G'I 'EENETT:

Rode for Norwich Speedway in the imnediate post-war years;
represented the South in the North v South Scramble and competed in

the Scottish Six Days Trial. He also Was a regular competitor at
Brocklandg before the second Werld War.

IM R KIHE:

Represented the Centre in the Inter Centre Tesm Trial in 1930
and was & regular competitor in sprint meeting in the 1920s.

-y e



THE IPSETOCH MOTOR CYOLE & CAR CLUB

1910 - 1960

The Club was founded in 1910, the inaugural meeting being
held on 13th September, and beocesme the Ipswich and District Hotor Cycle
Club wnder the Presidency of Dr. 8. S. Hoyland., In March, 1911 the
Club became affiliated to the Auto-Cycle Union witn 23 members.

One of the first items of business of the newly formed Club
was to discuss ways and means whnereby, in co=-operation with the Ipswich
and Iast Suffolk Automobile Club, they could impress upon the local
authoritics the necoassity for improving existing road conditions and
the evection of road signs at dangerous spots in the arsa., These

signz had, it is rocorded in the Winutes, prsvicusly been paid for and
erccied by the Clubs themeelves, but under the new Motor Car Aot, this
gervice had become the responsibility of the local authority.

The Club lost no time in entering the sporting field and in
1912 three reliebility trials and two hill climbs were orgsnised. On
2lst June, the Club's long asscciation with Shrubland Park was
esteblished when a nill climb was orgardised in the Parl, 1913 saw
the beginning of tho current Bastern Centre Inter-Club Cempetition when
the two anmual trials between the Colchoster and Ipswich Clubs were run.
It is recorded thet the route for the first trial agreed between the
two Ulubs ran via Ipswich-Worwich-Derehan-Thetford-Bury S8+. Edaunds -
Stowmarket to HDedtisford.

With the start of the first Weppd War the Club was unable to
funotion, but by 1920 everything was baok to normal. In this year the
Inter«Club. cempetition was exfonded to include Bury St. Edmunds and
within the next two years Norwich and Lowestoft had joined in. In

523 the Club acquived = Shield which wes put up for competition
betwesn the Cluba concerned end in 1926 this was handed over to the
Eagtern Centre for competition betwoen all its Clubs over a series of
gventa. Mlso in the early 1920s the Club extended its activities in
the sperting field by holding speed trisls et Shrublend Park and
beach races at Sizowell, The early 1920s alsc saw the beginning of
the amwal outings for the poor children of Ipswich and cach year well
ovor 1,700 children were entertained by the Club, Thess outings could
not, of course, be held during the War but since then, they have been
contivend at less repular intervals snd in a rather different form. In
June, 1960 over 500 needy children were faken to the Cireus in Ipmwich.

In 1923, in view of the larser number of members who had
hac?ne car gWnara, the name of the Olub was changed to its present
vitle - the Ipavrich Motor Cycle & Car Club.
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The Club mogazine "Fishbail' made its Pirst appearance in 1926
and contimued to be issued monthiy until March, 1932, when it was fournd
that the cost of production was too heavy for the Club funds to maintain.
The magaszine was followed b¥ a news lobter until 1936, when "Pishtail®
Was once again revived,

From the modes+t 23 members in 1911, the Club membership had
groen steadily through the 1820s to well cver 100 members, bab with
the sltart of ths'30s the GIib *hit the doidrmma’ and menberanip fell
8teadily to0 52 in 1921 and even lowor in 1932, Fortunately this falling

of £ in interest 4id not last very long and by 1236, the nemberchip once
again tepoed ths 100 mark, - : )

During this peried and until the outbreak of the socend Vorld
War the Club contimied +o develop its trials, spesd events and scoial
activities and a vory cxtensive programme of a wids varioly of events
Were prosotod,  The Club had always taken o keen interest in the affairs
of the Fastsrn Centre and in 1332, Mr, M.R.¥. Fison, & Vice President of
the Club became Bacretary of the Centre.

With the cutbresk of World Wap IT, most of the Club's asotivities
ceased and by 19,0, 25 monbers were alrezdy serving in the Forces. The
Club vwas, however, carried on by the Gommities which met every thres
monvha, and it was therefors poseible to return to normal immediately
alter the Yar, The fnmisl Gencral Meeting of 31zt Jarmary, 1946 was the
first full meeting of the Club, and although hampered by petrol ratiomning
2 full programme of competitive events wers plarned for the year. In
1947 the Club remmed thoir long commection with Shrubland Park when an
Upen-to-Contre Scramble was promoted, and on 8th December, the Committes
deolided to apply for tho upgrading of this svent i National ststus in
1948, and since then the Hationel Seramble on Bank Holiday Monday has
Pbasn one of the Club's main events,

When the R.A.0/L.0.0. Training Scheme for loarner motor-cyclists

Was started the Club desided +that they too would take part and the first
dourse was held in 1953, and four successful courses were completed with
the help of the Ipswich Folice, Unfortunately the Club were raluctantly
forced to abshidon the scheme since insufficient pupils were coming
forward to tace part

L]

Sinse the War the Triels Devartment had Been working to
tablish a sporting trial course which would bo worthy of higher status
end in 1959, they promoted their Pinmst Roegional Restricted Trial which
proved vory successful, The ~uffolk Merdle Trial has now becons an
¢stanlishel feabure of the Club's programme, and it is hoped one day, to
?? ahln_ta_take Uhis event up to National status. In the Serambls world
the Club alse tock ancther step forward in 1959, when they promoted the
Inter-Centrs Tean Soramhle on behalf of the futo-Cyocle Undion.
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Finally, in this our Jubilee Year we are proud to have been
sble to promote an Internaticnal Moto-Oross Mesting on behalf of the
A.C.U., and in the sams field, to selute our most successful member,
David Bigkers, who has happily chosen this particular year o bring
the 250 c.c. Huropean Moto-Cross Championship to Great Dritain. -

Faving brought up the record of our Club to the prezent day,
it may be thought sirange that no mention has boen made of the
pereonalitios who have played guch a large part in the success of the
Giub. Thia omission is inlentio 23 po many hard working and Wist
neapse have galded ua through ths vd erd the difficult times, thab
it wouid be invidious %o wingle ous just a fow. Bub, we, the present
memberd, record our apprssisticn of var pradecessors’ hard work in

UBJECTS {F THE IPEWICH AWD DYSTRICT MOTCR CYULE CLuB

ot

s 1o co-gperate with similar Clubs,

Doy
i

To affiliste with the ALC.U.

3, To afford Members informetion end advice on the subject of
Artomebilism,
L. Mo enoourags end protect Autcmobiliem as much as possible,

5. To make errangements for lectures and discussions to be held, te
organise sxhibitions and competitions, meke arrangements for
tours and excursions for mepbers and frionds.

6. To urge upon local authorities the necessity of improving the
exieting conditiona of roads end highways.

wﬂ-—ﬁlﬂﬂﬁﬂ i

WBATY. NO RED FLAG?

"It is the duty of & member taking part in a Club run or
tour %o see that he is fullyinformed as to the districts in which a
epeed of not exceeding EIGHT miles per hour must be cbaerved, and the

portions of the route in which the regulations sbove mentioned must be
adherad to",

(Glub Rule No.30 = 1911).



"CHCE UPON A TIME ="

It wes suggested thet ths Club help to orect and pay for
the erection of Roed Signs at Danger spots- in the district.

(Minute Book 1911)

HEAR HEAR!

"Proposed that & letter be sent to Sir D.F. Goddard, also

signatures to Motor Cycle, protesting against the proposed new
notorcyele taxation”,

(Minute Book - 3rd October, 1912)

OR A LEMON 2

If 2 P.0. 4+ 35 MJPJH, + 150 G.c. + 5 J.P. equals Minus £, 8. 4
it iE ﬂlEaI" thﬂt 998 E.ﬂ. 'H' Bopl Bqu-., L[- j‘l—iJ‘Sl + 2 PIGI + 5 l]-l'P'I'
can only equal JUG.

(Extract - Dinner Mema - 192)
HAPPY DAYS:

"The first businsss was the Balance Sheet which showed a balsnce in
hend of about £, eand the opinion was expresged that it showed greet
credit that such o belancs was in hand,"

(fromal Gensral Meeting -~ Jaunary, 1915}

ANY OLD TIRQN

"It is rumoured that a certein club nember is anxious to trace =
telegraph pole or 4rec which ren in front of hin at Claydon. The
seme gentleman also knows of o pood Singer Saloon for szle; he
especlally recommends it to anyone who hes no gerage within which to
put his car, as this perticulsr cer can be shovelled into any
convenient corner without the necessity of & parage."’

(Contributor "Fishtail" March, 1926)

.



A TRIEF SURVEY OF THE EVOLUTICH OF SPORTING EVENTS
TN THE IPSWICH MOTCOR CYCLE & GAR CLT,

This account is not intendod to be a full history of the
events which hove boen organised by our Club since ite formation in
1910; +that would be impossible in the spacc available, but it is hoped
that some indication of the development of the events with which we
are femiliar con be gethered from it, 411 deteils are gleaned freom
the Club's records, and much thanks is due, thercfore, to the poople
who so diligontly kept up the rocords. 3

In the very early yoers, a iype of event ponewhat similar
to our own touring trial wes popular. For instance, on Hth Lpril,
1912 one of these events carried competitors as far as Yarmouth, Lele
and lorwich, The tendency was for courses to be muoch longer; 120
miles wes thoupht commenplece for a onme day rclicbility trial. Whether
this sugrests thet the present day rider has become tsaft! or just
lacking the so important team spirit is & point for discusaion; d4in any
case, a touring trial of today hes the greatest difficulty in attrecting
an ontry, let alone persuading them fto fravel a 100 mile course.

The Inter-Club competition which we know today, had its
origing in 1913 and took the form of a two trial competition between
Colchester members mnd ourselves. It is pleasant to lock back on the
long end heslthy relationship which has existed, and still does exist
between the Colcestrisns and the Club.

L. fter the Pirst World War the competition resumed, and in
1620 included the Dury, Lowestoft and Norwich Clubs, The shield which
was competsd forves presented by the Club, and of course, is still a
prized trophy to appear in any of the Hastorn Centre Club's list of
BUCCCE205, |

Turning to another type of event, Hill Climbs werd popular
in the early 1920s and reading the details of o typieal event
organised in 1925 makes quite & contrast to what we accept as normal
practice today. No fewer then eighteen classes were included, which
catered for both sclos and sidecars =nd for cngine capacities ranging
from 300 - 1,000 ce.c. for both novices and experts. The nermutations
necessary to meke everybody happy, would compare favourably with
present dsy 'Pools' practice.

Speed trials were & particulaerly popular type of ovent at
sbout the same poriod of the Club's life, and these often took place
at Shrubland Fark,

I think it is truc to say that the first sugpestion in

. TN



the Club's Pedords of what we now oall a "sporting trial" eppeared
in 1926, It tock the form of two laps of a 22 mile course to be
covered non-gtop in a specified time, It included a single water
eplash at Coddenham, stopping in which resulted in a penalty of

10 marks, Two secret checks were also included, 4&n appropriate
neme for the event could have becn a 'Spouring Trial's One thing
which is evident in 1926 is the cnthusiasm of the local press to
include details of our events in their publications, as the .
lelﬂﬂing entriss from the East Anglian Daily Times of that year
shows

"By the majority of motorists, road travelling by night is
locked upon with sbhorrence as something to be "undertsken in the
direst circumstances, Yet on Saturday evening no fewer that 18
competitive machines, comprising 5 solc and seven combination motor=
cycles and six cars, turned up et the Golden Lion Hotel, Ipswich,
for the fourth enmuzl all night run orgenised by the Ipswich &
District Motoroycle Club., All the cars end motorcycle combinations
had their complement of passengers, inoluding several ladies. 4n
sxcellent East Anglien route had been arranged and marked out by
the Committee, and prompt to time the first motoroycle set out at
0.1 pem., & mimute after lighting up time, the other competitors
following at ome mimute intervels. The run was organised on e
speed regulation system. The course measured 235 miles, and the
entrants hed to complete it in 12 hours, an average of 20 m.p.h.
wi?h.unﬂ quarter of an hour stop, the times being checked at various
points; the rider of a solo mount who kept most sccurately to his
average being entitled to hold the Ganzoni Cup, the winner in the
combinetion and motor class being awarded the Robro Cup.

There was a good muster to witness the start and pedestrians
in Westgate and Sf, Matthew's streets were not a2 little intrigued
with the red and yellow caps sported by the Club members, All was
plain gailing until within & mile of Colchsster, where the tinmes
were checked by Wr, A, Metcalf (Colchester M.G.s. Policemen, an
ever-ready 4,4, Mechanlc, tramway employees and a band of soldiers
returning from leave, were the only signs of life as the string of
glaring headlights and red tail lamps passed through the garrison
town on its way to Sudbury. A check was teken at Bures by Mr. M.R.W,
Fison (Ipswich M.C.C.) as the competitors re-entered Suffolk, but
sleopy Sudbury wes negotiated without challenge, and Bury 3t. Edmunds
reached at half-past twelve. Here Mr, &, Clinton Wilson of the local.
M.C.C. officiated, The jourmey Northwards was made, little else
being heard save the steady purring of the engines and sometimes
the melodicus notes of & nightingale or the notes of a2 thrush
complaining of being disturbed. One lady from her upstairs window

witnessed the procession through Thetford en route for Stoke Ferry
and King's Lynn.

=10m=



The stars which had bsen shining had dissppeared; and the
sky became darker and darker, snd rain, which had attended the thres
previcus runs, began to fall steadily at 2.35 a.m. but not before the
motorycles had reached the shopping-place for refreshments and
repienishments, whers Mr. J.E.E. Lesmbsrt of the King's Lynn M.GC.C
toolk the times, The competitors as they hugged ths Norfolk veast from
Hunstanson vie Wells-naxtwthe-Soa, Blakeney, Sheringhem, Yo Cromer,
which was reacued ag the grev daim was bresking. Stail keeping near
the saa, Oversirand and Muriuweley were pausssd through, and Lessingham
reachsd, where Messrs. K. H. Fish and A, G. Jewhurat {Ep*ﬁrich M.C.0)
were on duty, Yarmouth was the next objective, by which fime the rain
had stepped, end thencs to Lowastols, the lasy of the maricing placcos
where Mr, L. F. Vatoon presided, and weloome refreshnents were provided
by the loval Club., Nomes were then turned towards home, and with no
fear of ambughed cheskers, the "epeed marcharie' mecsd merilly dewn the
msin road, while the more oteid wers anle fo anjoy the branties of the
fine spring morting.

A Teear band of erthorissts ac=men Yed in +he Goldsn Lion
Yard to witness the clocking in of the hardy imights of the wheel, Wwho
had been cert on their misszion by Mre. W. D, Rouse oxacily Swalve hours
before, : .

One of cur wos. covebad trophies, She Puviour Jup made its
debut in 1926, The following Presa cubting indicates that ia whese
pest days we still had a good reritationtor organising abliity, and it
is interesting to see¢ how much of the now familiar trials Serrain was
aoverad gt “that time:

iiThe Ipewich & Digtrict Motor-oycle Club are nothing if
not thorough in ths mastar of trials, and their competition o e
Favicur Cup cn Saturday was no excepilon do the rule. & sporting
course was promised, aid i% 3id rot bslle 1%s name, the Lwilve
competitors, the chesks, avd rmmeToir snestator: naving an enjoyable
afternoorns The thirty-five miles iacluded no less than sevea water-
splaghes end was cevriainly by fax The afiffiwl covres of the yuar.

A alar® was made from Hinslesham Geurge dowands Chatiishem
a eplash of one fool in depih on the way avrouniirg for “orr 5Y0pE,
A, Revest and 7. D. Marrows mavring the best poervormances. Anohher
at Weahbrook only produced cie visiim. Turning off at Prook Tun the
"blue powdes! led to Werham, aid or ‘o Jepel Railway crossing T
the Weedy Way & narrow, overprown, clay mid lane, one mile long.
Here sll the combinstiona came to grief. All clear to Capel White
Horse gave “he competitors an opportunidy of maldng up time %o average
12 m,pahe, and Raydon and Leyhem precernted no difriculties. A% the
latter place the fun - and troudie - began onse morc. Mill lane boasted
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of about 200 yards of water, and seven competitors got inte "troubled
straity”, At Eersey another long water lane had besn discovered
by those imps of mischief, the hon. trials' secretaries, but although
the lane was just wide encugh for a motor-cycle and sidecar, and had
a loose, sandy bottom, such as the skill displayed that all safely
negotiated it. At Vhatfield J., Giddens was unfortunate enough to
overturn his combination outfit, but after a delay of 15 minutes he
pluckily continued.

The well-known Flowton splash, not far from "Nogh's Ark"
also took its teoll., F. Brackett came to rest in 18 inches of water -
the level of his carburettor - but thanks to the efforts of Capt,
Groves, the donor of the trophy, who paddled ebout knee deep = not in
daigies, but muddy weter with a spade - he started up, and was able
to continue. I. Hervey alsc was not grateful for the cupful of water
he drained out of his engine. C, D. Marrows made an excellent
performance,

The best from a spectators' point of view however, was yet
to come, A further six miles brought the competitors to the Hadleigh
main road, and then acqueintance was made with Keeper's lane, or as
it was dubbed,"Misery Mire", the worst section of the ccurse
consisting of a mile of bopgy, rutty overgrown lano, of the type that
only Suffelk ecan produce. L. R, King and C. J. Gibbons were the
only ones to make & non-stop of this Eden.

With but a mile to go to reach home, most competitors clocked
in late,”

¥Motorcycles in the precincts of a bird santtuary! For
Minsmere was the site of besch razeing which the Club promoted in 1927,
fLnother former vemue in the same year was Kesgrave Hall where somo
sp»rint racing was held., Competition betwsen machines of varying
origins wers certainly more intercsting than to-day, for in one of
these prints no fewer than 10 different marques were in evidence,

In passing let us just glance at the yearly cslendar of our
Club 2t about that time, which you can see was guite as full as we
are used to seeing it at the present time. In 1927 we ran the Hippo-
drome Trial, an Inter-Club Trial, the Paviour Trizl, Shrubland Park
Speed events and Christmas Touring Trial (21l compering closely with
events run 33 year$ later) together with the M,T.A. Trial and the

+Deardmorc-Bostock Trisl which seem:to have disappeared from our
Galsndam

We were quick to see the necessity of orgenising a Novices
Trial, for in 1931:



"Subject to confirmation, the results of the Ipswish
Hotor Cycle & Car Club's novices' reliability trigl, Lelld Jduring
the weskend~are:

Degt performanse: Scla - -_TJ-'-"; Fnights, nd J.W. Lane,
3rd 0.H, Rook and T, W, Farss (hiedj. Car - 0.E. Dunsie
2nd B, Claykon; 374 G. Pusdop,

The Oouree led ovar gecondsry roads of a very bwisty
nature and cmased many of
Morleux, OF tho fourhcen =

spatiters to mims a check at Thorpe
i but one checket in at the

,
=
o

b B PO S T
Plhindeh, "

(Pross cutbing).

eovetery since 4929, the first
wriel Franlk i 1933 wes the Bperion Uup Trial,
which took plece on Dowing Doy. I

1 t makos ue reslise what a va'nable
member We have still with us in the Oiub, for undoubielly exporience

gaingd over the years is of untold wvaluc when sdvice is moded,

Conducted Trisls wore popular in 1936, and it is
interesting to compare thelr cheractoristics with those of the Peviour
and Ganzoni Trials of today., In this particular year, o 15 mile
course of rough polung was used, the competitors muving from one
ssction to the next en bloc. We may be woll advised to comsider
such a project cnos egein in our future calendsrs, for as the Fress
reported "Undoubtedly these events are a great help in teaching the
young rider the wey to hendle their mounts with confidence and
consideration and with safety, under all conditions".

The marking system in Sporting Triels diffored somewhat
from our own familisr method. In place of 0, 1, 3 and 5, the
sequence 0, 2 and 5 was favoured, and it also appears that in 1936
& good deal of deteil orpanisation was favoured in the Club,
considersble effort heving been devoted to the naming of sections;
these include Glue Pot, Minnie Hahe; Flying Squad end Tunnel Mudbath.

The first reoord of a Scramble - as we know it tedey wes
the Ipswich Grand Netional run in March, 1937. Familiar nomes
eppeering in the results list are H, Redhesd, G, Revett and G.Voules.

- In 1933, et the Lpril Scrsmble Geoff Revett showed the
bepimming of the dash which we all sssociate with him., He won the
Allcomers racs, the 351 - 500 race, the Ganzoni Cup for the fastest
Ipswich member, and the Fison Cup for the festest tims of day.

_ 1t is partioularly interesting to 1list the perpetual
trephles conpeted for by Club members and to ses who.were the
raccessful competitors in that yoar:

=13-



Egerton Cup = Mra.P.J. Revett DBostock Cup = E, Cunnell

MT.he Cup - G, W, Voules Ganzoni Cup =~ H. Andrews.
Redhead Rosebowl = A, H, Creswell Cobbold Cup - G. Cayne
Novices Cup - Cu V. Bmith B.S.A. Cup = G.G. Revett
Hovices Shield - €. Thompson Pavicur Cup = A. Cresaswell
Beardmore Cup - 0, Dent Ariel Cup - 0, Dunt

Figh Trophy = Mrs. F, J. Revett

fdditional cups which appeared in 1939 were the Wiles Fison
Cup and the Clavering Fison Cup,

The balance sheet of the 1939 Soramble makes an intriguing
comparison with our present day knowledpe. The total expenses
emounted to £7. 17. 3., income £52. 18, 9d., sc the Club made the
handseme profit of £25, 1. 6d. Aduission waa by 64. per programme
car park 64, motorcycles 3d. How nice it would be if the sport could
see events being organised for as little as this, tedsy.

Although trials were run in 1947, the first post-war event
listed in the Trials Book was the 1948 Paviour Cup Trial in which
18 competitors tock part and of courss, in that year, we must not
forget the upgrading of the Shrubland Park Scramble to National
statusz.

In 1951, Peter Vige took over the Trials Secretaryship with
Fred Steele as his assistant. The list of events organised in the
sporting Calendar is an impressive one - Bostock Noviess Touring
Irial, Greenfield Touring Trial, HippedromeNight Trial, Inter-Club
Touring Trial, a closed to Club sporting trial and the Paviour Cup
Sporting Trisl and two Dastern Centre Scrambles st Creeting.

The election of John Legpett to the position of Trials
Secretary in 1952 made a considerable impact upon the Club, and hig
flair for orgsnisation is reflscted in the perticularly complex set
of speed schedules for the Fish Trizl of that year,

Also in this year, the Club broke away from the accepted
practice in touring trials of having cheSk points at places named
on the Route Card, a bold decision et that time,

From gbout this time the policy of the Club in Sporting
Eyvents hes been o introduce rew ideas in beth Trizls and Scrambles
which, although not slways enthusiasticelly received at first, have
we feel, had con¥iderable bearing on the popularity of the sport in
the Bastern Centre, and indeed the whole Country where Scrambling is
concernsd,

-1l



Tn Sporting Trisls we have been quite ruthless concerning
the time schedule %o be maintained, this slep being introduced in 1956.
Tt is now an scoepted thing that the Lpawich Trigis contain this
repalation.

Tha Organisation of a Regional Restricted Sporting Trial in
Pobruary, 1959 was guite a brave vensure. Wow known as the "Suffolk
Merdle', we hope it will gradually estahlish itself as one of the famous
neme trisls of the moborcyoling celendar. It hes certainly destroyed
the old, 514 plea of so many in tha Fastern Centrc, that good trials
ground is not to be found in this area.

T conolusion cur record of Sorambling organisation is one
of whicvh we are most proud. Commencing with lecal events, passing to
the National and Trade Supperted Shrubland Park events, and culminating
in the International 250 c.c. Mobto-Croszas, the Jubllee Year, has, we
feel, mede a sipnificant coptribution to the motorcycling froternicy.

ol --.-.--Q.I:IC. T, e

WIRTALS and TRIBULATIONS"

Wihat are our prospects regarding our inter-club shield
competition? Having held it for seven years, and then going to Tlford,
followed by Southwold, it is time we made a serious bid for its return.
Have we goh those necessary "rough shusf! riders? I undersitend that
two of the four events are to be dsfinitely sporting. So boys, get off
the wood blocks and try a bit of real riding. It's really great fun.”

(Fxtract - Trials Book 1933)

_.-.n-._;uo Gﬂﬂld—-.—-w

"o PE OF THINGS T0 COME"

1411-night trials should be made easier now that the E.5.C.
Councilo has pleced ell sign-poshs at & height visible from the driver's
gest. Thiz is a practics I shouid like %o see carried out all over the
country, Another point ensuring road safoty would be that 2ll sids
roada carry pigne that a main road is shead.”

(Txtract = Trizls Bock 1933)
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HANDY HINTS FOR LADY CHARIOTEERS

" Oh you shinglad ones, carry some hairpins! They are
sure to be needed before ths day's run is over. Also maks sure the
Tool-kit is in an accessible pluce. Nothing infuriates a harassed
driver more than having to turn out the entire contents of the
locker, on to the road~side, in ovder to find a spare sparking plug.
Put his pet spanner in your vanity bag rather than be called hard
names for =ithting on it at a oritical moment."

(Extract - "Figshtail")

-qd--ruﬂclﬂw-——un 1926*

WHO'D BHE A TRIALS SECRETARY?

Sunday’s marking of the Scramble course having been
washed out within 3 hours, another valiant attempt was made on the
following Tuesday evening, in spite of the persistent dovmpour of
rein. & large barrel of dye was obtained, and fully armed with a
trowel, an 18 inch screwdriver (to loosen the dyel) sundry arrows
and a hammer, a party of four ventured out inte the rain. They
were welil sheltered in a Ford complete with waterproof roof, closed
windows, and a section of Ffloorboard removed (for the convenience
of the 0.D.D. - Official Dye Distributor),

; 9 pem. found the quartet in the wilds of Foxhall Heath
in pitoh darlmess, pouring rsin and some 2% miles from the nearest
road. At that precise moment the "Henry" stopped --- no peiroil
(=13ipht sensatlon), spare can? Yes!!! (exclamations of relief).
THE SPARE CAN WAS EMPTY (great consternation). DThe end of this
Jovial everning was a 3 mile walk in a deluge for two of the party,
who had volunteered to make Ffor Kesgrave and obtain petrol,

After an hour's wait the two occupants of the lizzie
heerd the welcome sound of a Bhode, headlights appeared, petrol
produced, lizzie rattled into life and the party fled for home.
Truly the life of a %trials ovganiser is hardlll

(Reproduced from "Fishteil)
April, 1926.
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eeassne the expenses smountedto £1. 17. 6d. for the Supper. Tiak?ts
were 2/- each and after paying 2 other small expenses left a profit

o (sausage Supper 10th Jan. 1930)
[ X B X N N ;ﬂm LD’?_EJ'II

Total Expenses £35, 15. 6.
Totul Taicinga 3o Lo b

et Loss £l, 1ha 2.

£ :
(Shwubland Pexk Spring Heaﬁ%ng - Bank Holidsaj Monday
1929) -

et 275 ] (05 2t e

CHIEF CONSTABLE PLEASE NOTE!

"4 jolly party assembled at the King's Head Woodbridge, on
Wednesday where sfter doing justice to the ample spread provided,
the ovening was given over teo music, songs and anscdotes. What a
fund the boys dug ouhl Some of course, wore the proverbial whiskers
whilst others could have done with a 1itile deccking. I thovught the
$it~bit of the evening was cur entertainsr, with the falsetto voics
and his clever imitations. Time passed all too guickly, and then a
snappy rids home, Due respect was peid to the junction with the
By-pase at Martlesham. I think there is room for improvement herel"

Trials Book, 1933).

s i [ e e

ECCONOMIY

sassnsthe really worst pateh being at olves Farm, {/ldham, where,
owing to the kindness of Mr. Turnmer, the competitors were allowed
to finish "ploughing" his field",

(Extract - Report Paviour Trial 1932)

ANTLCIPATIONT

sessoThese positions wers hold for the next four laps, and then Geoff
Revett came round in front, motoring at a very fast speed and locking
SRS ol e R Tattingstone Soramble report

1938)
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"IHE GYMKHATA"

"Gentlemen," =aid the Chairman, "It is proposed and
geconded that we should take part in the Stowupland Gymkhana - a show
of hands, please”. The Commities raissi thelr hands, "Carried - will

The younger onas among ue hod no idea what it was all
about, tut vivid descriptions of slsdigse ard prams being towed behind
the modela sounded good sncugh fop use

On the appeinted day, we met at the Royal George and Peter
Wigg piloted us to Stovupland, most of us not knowing where it was and
probably, like me, having never heard of the place befors.

We arrived and parked our *bykes, and to ocur surprise found
Roundabouts, Swings, Dodgems and Sideshows. Just the Job for the
'blnu#ﬂu*.’i‘:ﬁs iswhare we headsd first - the other attrastion being the
"talent"., Ve crowded round and watched the girls enjoy themselves.
Some, however, made the mistake of geiiing on the Dedgems. There is
nothing = not sven motoreyeling = more satisfying than bumping dodgems
partioularly when there is something interesting to chasel

Reluctantly, we abandoned the ladies es it was time to do
our stuff in the arems, Alas, I didn*t have a good start, I got the
‘byice going; slipped it into first gear; let out the clutch - and
spun completely round, ending up facing the wrong way, and sarning
muoh comment - mostly ribald - from the lads, Some impressive
Entranceli!l

o There were many races. During one obstacle race I was
wearing a floppy hat which would keep blowing into my eyes. By the
time I got rid of the thing I was heading straight for the ropes and
erowd, Taldng strong evasive action, I crarvled the model over good
and hard - then applied the front brake: Well, any novice will fell you
that is not quite the right thing to do. I found it out the hard way,
seiling over the handle-bars and landing on my crust. No damage done,
but T finished last naturally,

The most memorable event of the day was the sledge race,
Have you ever seen i1? Tou zhould! A smell sledge is towed behind
the "byke to the peril of all concerned, and there are two mein
objestives. First to win, and second, for the passenger to stay on
the siedge. In the ring there was other equipment waiting for various
obstacle events, and this uwnwittingly played a great part towards
the hilarity of the rase,

The pig-netting was Charlie Cook's undoing. Belting round
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4 corner on his Beeza with David Hardy olinging on to his slaﬁ§a
like grim death, ho failed to see the sledge swing inside the byke
and hit the peg holding the net down. David bailed out - quite
involuntarily of course - leaving Gharlie o chase round none the
wiser until he came round again to sce his passenger standing in
front of him rusfully rubbing tho lower part of his anatomy.

We left the ring eventually, battered, bruised,
bewildered and bothersd with a goodly collecticon of grazes, bruiscs

and forn trousers and gasping for the pint of beer which was ouf
payment for en exhausiing hut amusing afferroon cut.

R.P Yapne
----—00 I::ID ------

THERE'S NOTHIMNZ NEwW !

MNOT B

Agein we motor cyclists have been figuring very
wrominently in all the lesding Dailies = this time on the question
of noise. The Home Secratary started the ball rolling by issuing
ingtructions for further drastic measures to be taken to deal with
this "zwful muisance"; whereupon the "penny-a-liners" pounce upon
it in their ususl scare-mongering way.

T %hink perhaps there are some grounds for complaint,
but feel sure that in most casce it is due to thoughtlessness and

lack of eppreciation of just what volume of popping is coming from
the Glﬂ. ' b'LlB -

We motor eyelizsts have always been used to a good healthy
bavk; but I ask you, one ard all, as members of a Club locked upon
kindly by the men in blue; %o refrain from undue use of the throttle
in towns and villages:; and whers your present silencing arrangcments
are inadsquate, to see¢ them righted. In this way, as Club members,
we shall keep the pasce and the goodvill of the "Blue'uns", and
incidenteéliy keep the cash (and nowe-a-days the fines are bumpera}
in our own pockets towards new machines and gadgets, instead of
handing it over to those less needy than ourselves.

Remember that any novice cen make an engine bark, bub

to hear a machine purring along srd doing its job without any undue
fuss shows the handling of an expert,

{Reproduction from "Fishtail - 1926)
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kird looking gentisman, with a soarf wound round his neck®

wWes onos obsgrved in on embarrassing situstion olose to
e dosorted stretch of rosd meowr LpIWLCD

in his youth was disscversd by an inguisitive policeman
neicing emorous advences to & Foung ledy in a Felixstowe
beach hut a2t 2 fell,

in wont to visit the Ysmoke' at regular invervels for
parposes Unastated;

haz touring holideys in Sceotland (with & similar roprobate)
and rofuses bo discuss them aiterwards;

was Yaeen teciking cown Dishop's Hill after a Doxing Day
Trial"

ond who was the object of the remexl -

"help the old gentlemen off the busi’.

et |t o
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LADIES IN THE CLUD

I am sure that no one in the Ipswich M. C. & C, G, will
disepree with the statement that our lady members and friends melke
a significant contribution towerds the smooth and efficient rumning
of our Club., Indeed, meny of the ladics themselvos may disagree
with the title of this srhicle, preferring 'Gentlemen in the Club',
on the basis thet the male is often less sctive than the femalel To
the uninitisted, let me just list o few of the duties which they
have performed througheut the ysar. In the first plece, we haeve the
Secretarial Guties which are hendled superbly by one of these 'outcasts’
from the motoroycling fraternity. Any typlng aagociated with the
Trisls department, tressurer, ceptain and sceial committee are carried
out by the glamour section. The wonderful feasts which are epgerly
1ooked forward to after the Shrubland Fark sgrombles are prepared and
served by yet snother scciion of the "rontle-gex" - no mean task wher
they have already been on their feet all day ministering to the
thirst and hunger of the compatitors) These may seem usual tasks to
come their wey, but let us now consider & fer of the umisnal onss.

We have sireedy nmentioned clsewhers the achievements of
ona of our ladiss in the serazble organising field and in the high
level sommittes work, which must surcly rank es a feat of which meany
males would be proud. Let us hastily say, of courss, that thelr
ackivitics are mot confined to the comforts of 2 Werm xoom = far Tfrom
4t! Thev ccn be seen at almost evory working party commected with
the Sersmbles cnd infecd one of our °elegantes' has, during the past
year, even put one of the tpobusts’ to shaneo over o matter of brawn,
Por T must record thet during such an evoning connected with the
050 g.c. Moto-Cross preperation, one of the males(?) pleaded that he
wes incepshle of carrying three stakes, but mizht be #ble to manage
one; whereupon, the lpoppeous one' gathered a mighty bundle of
poles sbout her and marched of f with the sound of trumpeis and cymbals
recording a resounding vietory {could it be that the wosker sex is
oftten the stronger because of the weakness of the stronger sex for
the wenkar?).

Have you sver thought sbout thupasuimjity{C? impossibility}
of riding a combination up "the S1ide’™? Ons of ocur more senior male
members who is often given to such desires, and who also ghall be
nemeless, did more than think sbout this parpanfuan feet and actually
attonpted it with e lady os his accomplice! The resulis were quite
petounding - the gentleman olmost committing suicide by hanging from
the wrocking rope - %the lady so starfed at having gzcaped from one
of the near disssters of the century that she prompily joined the
Polioe Forsel
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Whilst oro lady member hes aotually taken part in Sporting
Trials, with the result that che has move often than not returned home
from mach a day with bocts and trousers r<170d with mud and water, she
end other ladies often turn out in fuil fovce to "man’ sections. This
may seem en easy task but they often have Lo preparc themselves for the
overkeon conpetitor, who, krowing fall voll that he has lost a '3
tries to usec his charm to porsuadc them that it wes only o i A8

Bofore concluding, dare I mentlon Touring Triels, wherein
the lady passenger has to bo a navigator end timekeeper as woll as
putting up with & certein emount of abuse frem the gontleman in the
driving scat when things go wrong (past experience has shown that the
bewhiskered type of driver is the one to avoidl)

In ending, let me hasten to add that these young ladies do
not negleet their main purpose in 1ifo, nemcly ftoprcparc a *scotion'
for tho umvery 'competitor' so that, if unprepared, he mey have
eventuelly to 'foot’ consistently o straight end narrow path for the
rest of his carser,

Joyce Bradley.

INTER-CIUD TOURING TRIAL ORGANISED DY ==-===---- CLUD

Journeying to Galleywood End on & typical wet Sunday
nmorning I found nyself the only Ipswich entrant, e state of affairs
which appecred to surprise the other compotitors, eight of whom came
from NORWICH, The trisl followed last year's course, and but for the
fact thet the rain had washed away the mejority of the route-marking,
it would have been very easy. As it was, however, it resolved itselfl
into = series of "blinds" to get back to the oourse, after going Wrong
2t some urmarked corner. In the morning good roads led to the
acceloration and breke test, which was held in the rain over & very
short distenmse, and as the timing was to tho neercst second the teat
appeared to be of doubtful valus, The next point of intercst "Hagg
Hill", o shingly descent, caused s spot of hodging and ditohing, after
which second class roads led to TERLING SPLASH, quite o deep ford,
where two entrants were swampted out and took no further part. The
confusion occesioned by the cbliteration of the dye, now caused one
to freduently moet other competitors coming in opposite directions,
and the sight of the lunch halt was very wcloome. In the afternoon,
the reverse direction of the course wes taken, the chief cbstacles
being TERLING SPLASH and a stop and re-start test on HAGG HILL.

(Extract from the Triels Book)
September, 1932.
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"FTRST SUFFOLE SCRAMBIEM,

Saturday, 24th April, 1926

RECUTATIONS

COURSE: This will be marlksd in blue dye and will be a oircuid
over footpatls vhich abound over the Zesgrave,
Brightwell snd Maxt Eaaths, Diztance will be
between thyse avd six mlics to be covered once or twice,
88 the organisers think fit.

PRACTISING: The course will be marksd by Sunday, April 18fh
(6 days beforehand) and anyone wishing to wview the
course mey thus Jo so. No prastising allowed on
Saturday April, 2hih.

CLASZES: Three only - Solo, Sidsesr, Car

AWAFDS: The merber complating the circuit in the shortest time
will be edjudped the winner of his olasa. E

SUPPLEVMENTARY BUIES

Thers will be no checks, and no penaliies for stops, you may go as
you please, but you must completa the whole of the course.

Members will be started st cne minute intervals.

Vhere the course crosses a public road no member must exceed 15m.pah
Entrance fee 2/- to be paid before starting.

Hon observance of these rmiles will entail your leosing your 2/~ and
your beilng disqualified.

& member by competing undertakes to waive all claims against the
Club or organisers, and to reimburse the Club or organisers in

respeat of any claims whioh they may suffer in consequence of
such members entry.

(Official Regulations published

- _-ﬁumﬂﬁg ttttt —

THE END OF AN ERAY

The Trisls Secrstary quoting fipures, said Gymkhanas were

not a paying proposition, and that generally entries in events were
badly supported, 277 apalnst 326 last year, with one Bhrubland event
less; he thought the day of Trials were done {loud no's).

(Extract: Trials Secretary's
“23_ RBPDI“':- - 4"’5.1"3'-1!14 1929}



SHEUDLAND  PARE,

On this, the Club's Jubilee Year, it is of interest to
rocord that 1962 will see (we hope) the Golden Jubilee of Speed events
promoted by the Club at Shrubland Park.

An old fixture list records the fact that a speed Hill Climb
wes staged there in 1912, and apparently, a good time was had by all.

After World War I, the Club returned to its happy hunting
ground, and sprint meetings were stagedon the main drive , and perusal
of the entry lists and results indicate that these evenis were very
popular and well supported, even if a trifle strange in some respocts
to we modern A.C.U.-conditioned types, The race lists for novice and
cxperts events are identical; thus we have the runner-up in the
novice event winning the cxpert class, and going on the following
year to win the novice cless end become runner-up in the expert class.
What memories the entry lists recall., Eric Fernihough on his Brough
Superior, E, Searle and €. J. Williams on Nortons, F. W. Neill with
his Matehless, E.C.E. Daragwenath, 500 and 1,000 Drough Superiors;
f'amous marques ala8 now only memories, Rudge, New Imperials, Now
Hudson, Chater Lea, Scotts, Sunbeams, Rex Acme, 0.K. Suprcme, Gnl—. .
thorpe's,0.E,C., Zonith and meny more, oven tho ever-present "speelal
developed by some midnight oil burner!

Panic reigned on the Friday preceding the 1926 August
Monday meeting when a course inspection revealed that the drive wes,
to quote the Club Magazine "too pot-holey and loose for speed work."
However, an appesl to the Fresident of the Club, Mr, D. F. Dostock,
saved the day; with the case of e conjurer he produced materials
ard e steem=roller, the drive was reparcd and sll was well", thus
inspiring the Club's poct to pen thuse immortal lines:

"D ¥s for Dostock the Presidont man
If we can't do it, well Dostock can".

Follewing World War IT the Club returned to the park, and
staged an open=to-.entre Soramble on ground now meinly utilised for
car and coach perks. This was hipghly succesaful, and the following
year a move was made to the present Scremble site and under the sble
leadorship of Harry Redhosd and Cherlie Smith the first National
Soramble was held, In the following year, the meeting bocems Trade
Supported, and for the past twelve years, East Anglian Scramble fans

have been able to see the creem of the Country's Scramblers in action
over this now famous courso,

Earlier meetings starred Dill Nicholson on his flying
B.S.A.'s whose forcsful riding made him a firm favourite with the
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crowds; Bill Baruzlwho led the D.0,T. team to many successes and
Basil Hall, rapidly estebllshing himself as the prime favourite of
the Shrubland crewd - perhaps the most popular rider ever to grace
this circuit,.

Memories crowd in - Dave Tye pitting his flyinp 350 against
the F00s; John avery's four second places in one meeting, including
s titanic duel with Geoff Yard in the Junicr Race. Vinmning rides by
thet immaculate stylist Brian Stonebridge, end Les frcher's incredible
feat of 3 consecubive wins in the Grand Mational, John Draper,

Jeff Smith, Dave Curtis, hurtling round to hard won vigtories; Dave
Bickers, becoming the first club member to win an gvent in the
Hetional Scramble - the list seens endless.

The course remzins substantially the same to-day as it was
in 1947 with theesception of "The Pit" which was included three years
agns The solo eveals alsc remain the same, but Sidecar Scramblers
made their firgh appearance in 1959, and immediately thein, forceful
driving and team~work sndeared them to the spectators, especially
those "battle wagons" which sporited female ballast,

Following the Inter-Centre Tesm Seramble which was pranoted
at Shrublands in 1959, Jubilee Year has produced the highlight of all
the events - the staging of the 250 c.c. Iuropean Moto-Lross
Championship on behalf of the Auto-Cycle Union. At this meeting
riders from Finland, Germany, Belgiue, CUzechoslovekia, Sweden,
Dermazic and Holland competed ageinst Britain's best.

Development of the course and organisation continues with
ths co-operation of Mr, Saumarez, the owner of the Park, and the

Glub looks forvard with confidence and anticipation to the 1962
Goléicn Jubiice of speed at Shrubland Park.

h.ﬂib!ﬁo{]&l.'uﬂ-ﬁ

SPEED EVENT - 1912 3TVLL

HILL CLIMB -~ CLASSES

1. BSingle Geared Touring single Cylinders 500 c.c.
2, T.7, and T,T. Roadsters up to 500 c.c.

3. bhny clasas up to 500 c.c.

o Single geared lightweights up to LOO c.c.

5. Varisble gearved liphtweights up to 400 c.c.

6, ALrny nechine up to 1,000 c.c.

7» Slow Climb knockout fixed pear.

B, Sidecars.

PRIZES: - lst 7/6d. 2nd = L/=, 3rd - 2/6,

—25-0
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PROFILES OF THE PRESENT OFFICERS OF THE CIUD

THE PRESIDENT - Dr, P, Weiner

At the 1951 A.G.M., the Club was fortunate enough to be
eble to persuade Dr. Weiner to acccpt the office of President.
Associated with the affairs of the Ipswich Club for the past 30
years, our President hes not been contont to be just e fipgurchead.
Having a keen interest in a1l aspects of Club life and motorcycle
sport in generel, his cxperience and practicel help has beon
invalusble to the Club during his ferm of office, especially during
this, our Jubilooc Year,

Medical Officer for the Shrubland Park Scrambles, he has
developed e lively intercst in 'Scrembling' even though the
activities of the "barrow-boys" seems to occesion a certein
professional concerm.

His ready response to all requests for help and advice has
snoothed many difficulties from the Club's path, and we havo every
reason to be grateful for such an sctive and able Fresident, and

look forward to e continuation of this happy association in the
future,

THE CHLTRMIN = Peter Wigg

Lt the present time Peter is Chairman of tho Club, e position
he has held since 1958, He has been e prominent membor since he
first joined in 1947, and hes held every official position except
Secretary and Treasuror, since thet time. His first love is undoubt-
edly the sporting activities of the Club, end we essociate him first
and foremost with the Shrubland Perk Scrambles. He first becamo
Organiser in 1951 and has continued in this office until the present
dey, culminating in the International 250 c.c. Moto-Cross meeting.
The development of the fine course et Shrublands has been lergely
brought about by him and the close liaison which the Club is happy
to enjoy with the Hon. Victor do Saumarez is something which we all
owe to him., The ficld of Seremble Orpenisation is not the only one
in which he has participated, for he has taken a major part in the
development of the 'Suffolk Mardle' Trial which is the major cvent
in our Trials Calendar; indeed, the neme of this trial was
suggosted by him in the first year of Repgional Restricted status.

He has been an A.C.U. Stewerd for 10 years, and as a resull
has officiated at many of the speed events and tricls in the Centre.
#8 a member of the A.C.U. Competitions Committoe since Jamiary,
1958 he can be locked upon to stick by o decision, no matter how
unpopuler he may become for doing so. Ferheps his grestest quality
is one of complete relisbility, and this and his many other asscts
make him a person whose presence in the Club is invalusble.
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THE VICE -CHAIRMAN John Dradley:

Already well knowm to members as a regular competitor
in its post~wer Sportingiriels, Joun Dredley, lest no time in
joining the Club upon ieiding up rosidenso in Ipswich in 1955.

Palding over tha peaiiion of Trials Senretary in 1956,
a post he held for two yoars, Joha was naindy responsivle for
reising the Ciub's Spording Trial: astivities to iis poesent
high level, His keeaness =nd exthusiase wap mainly responsible
for the Club's suconeus in ine Inter-Cich compeiiiion in 1959.

One of the instigetors of *he Suffolk Mardle Trial,
he has taken a large agrave in the organigation of this Bvent since
its inception. In 1558, he bevamo Dgpuiy Cleric of the Course for
the Shr:bland Scrambles, a position he s3till holds.

John became Vicc-Chaimmen in 1959, and his great interest
in ell branches of motor-cycling sport, will undoubtedly mean thats
the Club's high standards will be meinteined for many yecars to
coma.

THE TREASURER = Tod Rolfo-.

Ted became the Club's Tressurer in 1959 on the zad death
of Kem Fish, who had been Treasurer for many yeers, He was the
logicel choice to take over from his old friend, as he had been
helping him for a very long time. Definitely one of the ‘back
roon boys', he has been responeible for all the Club Trophies

and the preparation of eall awards for tho Anmual Dinner for many
yoars.

However, Ted has not slways becn so retiring, for in
1953 ho beocame Vice-Captain and the following yoar Coptain,

Although he has from time to time had to weg an
admonitory finger at the Committee vhen they are bent on spending
more money than he conalders necossary, he does help in a very
practical manner to keep the coffers filled, by organising the
sale of progremmes at all our speed events .

THE CAPTATN = iloy Ambrose)

Roy hes devotoed his eonergles in the Club to being Captain
for the last two yoars and prior to that in 1957. JAnyone who has
served as Captein will readily sgree that of all the Officors of
the Club, this is the most difficult to fulfil, A4All the social
activities, including the organisation of the Lnmual Dinner are in
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hia hands. No matter how badly supported e particular outing
hzg been, he can bs gueranteed to carry on with the next event in
the Calendar as if every Club Member had attended, Tho difficulty
of stimulating intercst in all aclivitics of the Club iz left to
the Captein and Roy's porsoverence in this fiecld is immense.

He has made a significent contribution to the smooth running of
the Shrubland FPerk Meetings, and hes been using up his spare time
by constructing permenent lsp scorirgenclosures.

Tn Roy, we have, once again a person of 100% reliability

end this, coupled with his gquiet unassuming manner, nake him a
tower of strongth on the Committec.

THE TRILLS SECRETARY = Les Tetum

Les has been a member of the Club since 195k. A4t the
present time he holds the vitsl position of Trisls Secretary and
in doing so has mede a tremendous contribution to the Club's sporting
activities. He and his wife orgenised the 2nd 1 ffolk Merdle Trisl
in 1960 ard his conscicnticusnose is something which we all admire,
He cannot toloratc inefficisnoy in anyone, = fact to which several
members will bear witness. He is one of the most strong willed
persons on the Committee at the present time, and a stickler for
kceping to the reguletione of any event he organiscss

Defore becoming intorested in the administrative side of
the Club Les wes & regular competitor in Trials snd Scrambles and
nis foreeful personality showsd clearly in his riding, to such an
extent that although he emphatically states he is still a novice
in sporting triel, most of us find it difficult to beliecvel

Vie hope that he will contimue to serve Tthe Club for many
years to ccme.

THE SECRET/RY = Bheile Wigg

It is quite superfluous to state that Sheile now holds the
post of Hon. Secretary of the Ipswich ¥.C. & C.C., end has done so
contimioualy, except for & =mell bresk, since 1953, Although not
officislly a member until 1950, she has been working for the Club
since Peter joined in 1947. Her secretarial trening has stood hor
in good stead for the important post which she now holds and we are
glad o say that her nbility to take part in discussion with men of
far preater experience than herself, to record and report in a full
though concise fashion, hes not been overlocked by the Centre. She
has been a Council Member since 1956 os well as representing the
Eastern Centre at the Dirminghem Confercnce in 1957 and 1958.
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Tor—one who attends Doard Meetings regularly in this Centre can

dernyy the faot that the officiel business of the Union discusszed
et Fall Mall has never been brought home to the ordinary Clubmen
in such a lucid fashion as when Sheiln reports,

The titl®é of Hon. Secretary of the Club iz quite a
misnomer ng for as she is concerred, for any event, whether social
or sporting enjoys the ready assisiance of Sheila VWigg. The
dsteiled orpgenisetion of the Netionel and International Meetings
st Shrubland Tark is in her hands, 2nd the fact that these cvents
ars recognised sa smonc the boet organised in the Country, soys
s great deal for her ability. In the trials field, she has been
responsible for working out the 'results production' system
sssociated with the 'Suffellk Meordle' trial. iAs a result of this
work, We can boast that detciled rosults sheets are produced within
30 minutes of the last competitor finishing.

In addition to her work as en orgsniser, she has nlso
found the opportunity to teke an active part in motorcycle sport.
At one time she wes a regular possengor to Feter in Sporting Trialsi
and could often be seen climbing cut of ponds and ditches; and
hns 2lso faken part in the National Rally.

Her encrgy is quite unlimited, and there is no doubt thet
if ever she decided to relinquish her psctivities in the Club, the

latter would be presented with o void which would be very difficult
to £ill.

EARRY REDHELD:

Fresent members of the Club think of the names Harry
Redhead and Shrubland Park together, for it was he who did mostofl
the spede work for the Netionsl Scramble, MNevertheless, he had
been teking & prominent pert in Club life for many years before this,

He beceme 2 member in 1526 end for the first few years
concentrated on riding in speed cvents and trials. His nsme firs$
appears &s 5 competitor in the entry list of the 1927 Hippodrome
Trial, and the resulte of the 1928 Sprint Meeting at Shrublands
show that he svept the board in the threc novice cvents at his first
pttonpt. It Was not until 1933 that Harry started taking an active
interest in the administration of the Club when he was slected to
the Committec., He became Captain in December, 1934 =t e time when
the Club hed only just begun to prosper again after a lean pericd
in the early 30s, but by the time he retired from office a2t the
end of 1936, membership was apain repistering over 100. 1337
Tound him in a now role as Editor of the Club Magazine "Fishtail"
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ord he roturnsd to the office of Ceptain in 1940 uatil be began his
service with the R.A4WF.

After the Ver, Harrr besamo Triecls Secretary and with
fharlic Smith was eppointed the orgeniser of the firgt National
Sereable at Shrubisnd Park in 1948. He had the unenviable job of
plotting the new course and the proficioncy with which this was
done is roflected in the feot that tho course remeins subatontially
the smme to-day end the general organisation of the meeting veries
1little from that loid down by Herry 12 years ago.

Following a period taken up almost entirely with the
organization of Scrambles, Harry beceme Chairman of the Club in
195k and on his rotiremert in 1956, a Vice-FPresident, in which

position we still have the bencfit of his vast experience of the
sport.

FRANE. REVETT:

From almost the esrliest deys therc has been a member of
the Bevett family playing s prominent part in tho life of the Club.
Froncis joined his father and brother Arthur in 1924, Ho was elscted
to “he Committee in 1525 and tock over the job of Trials Bocretary
in November, 1929, Those who have had anything to do with the
orpanisation of Trials know that this is perhaps the most arducus
of all jobs, end particularly so in this Club where the rurnning
of speed events is apt, suddenly, to become pert of tho Trinls
Secretery's work, It is, thereforc, of particularimerit thet
Frank remesined Trisls Secretary until the end of 1933.

Following the usuzl practice of flogging the willing horse,
Frank was not allowed much respite after his work in the Trials
Deportment snd he wes elocted Honarery Secrotary at the L.GM. of
1935, & position from which he wms not ellowed o retirc until
17 years later in 1952, Even so, the Club were not willing to
21low such o velucble member to rest on his lourels, end ho became
Vice-Chairman in 1954 end Chairmen in 1956.

Running concurrently with a1l his sctivities inside the
Club he has played a leading part in the affairs of the Bagtern
Centre since 1932, when he hecame the Club's delegate te the
Centre Board, and has served the Centre as delegate to the General
Council, member of the CentroCompetitions Committee, Centre Stoward
and hes been its Vice-Cheirman sinee tho end of the War.

Heving undertaken so much work, one would imagine that

Prank would have had no time for any sctusl motorcycing., Not e
bit of it! He has been & noteble trisls rider (oncc reserve for
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the Centre Teanm in the Inter-Centre Team Trisl) and hes been a
regular competitor in all types of competitive events promoted
by the Club.

It wes with great reluctence that thu Committes accepted
his decision not to continue =& Cheirman at the end of 1957, but
we s8till have the bonefit of his advice as a Vicc-Fresident of
the Club, and hope thet his connection with us will be maintained
for many years to come.

PIP WELLS.

One of tho '01d Guerd', Pip Wells hes a long record of
service to the Club. Jeining in 1936, he immediately toock a keen
intsrest in 211 Club activities; ho wes elected to the Committee
in 1942 and helped to keop the Club functioning during the Var
years. In 1947, when a full programme was reosumed, he beocams
Trials Sscretary. .

Pip became Viece-Chairman in 1957 and took a particularly
keen interest in the orgenisation of the Nationel Scrembles end
wes Clerk of the Coursc from 1951 to 1556, He still tskes an
active part in the field preparstions at Shrublends wherc his
experienca and keenness is invaluable.

e e e 7 ) ) 0 e i

WELL!!:

FOR BALE - Bluff Thluperior. Dorn 1920% Still going wrongll

Duff enamel, Duff Orpington (CGood Layer). Duffed Tnk. Duffers
bufare end hehind, Two-stage transformer, Dull emitter loud
speakers; Heterocomeandine circuit, puaranteed to receive broadcast
from Sproughton, Claydon AND Kesgrave., A1l the latest comveniences,
Hé&C., R.4,C., J.C.Cu, wait and see, Specinlly suited to a man
with an eysglass end plus fours.

&pply: Detween 11 and 2, or 5 and 10 p.m., Messrs. Watt, Shores
and Wiresebitta, Knott Likeli, Kilmarnock.

{Ruprg&nseﬂ from Dinner Msmp and
Progremme - probably 1924)
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SCRAP STER L

for Tetum, L. with his Trials 3taff
Also Tatum, F., his belier half

for H!imbrose the Club's Captein
Alao H that's not in his pene

for Events the Orparisers put on
Also '*Elpt It you they depend on
for Ipswich the home of the Tlub
Algo Income; have you paid your Sub?

Tor Pat and Sheila the typewriter bangers
Also Permite, Paper and = few little olengers

for Sersmbles, Section and Surprisers
Also Shrublands, Stokes and Scythers

The Wiggs, the Scromble rminners
Llso work, the smount will surprise yer's

for Intercast we like tor sco
Increasing in every Club sehivity

for Club whose Jubilse reschos
talf o Oeniury in nincteen sixty

for Hoalth we wigh the I.M.C. & C.C.
Ligo Hope 1t mekes the Contenary

For Wembors old and young
Also Money, the Club costs to run

for Chacksrs who brave cold and wet
Algo Chief Marehel by neame John Legpett

for Competitors we all wish success
Lleo Committee who work in your intcrest

for the Clot who composed this fine reel
aleo gquite Cleariy it muat be Fred Stesle.
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FRATSE INDWEDL

nTt is obvious thet we must have e governing body in common
with every other sport. The A.C.U. have, hitherto, boen far too
easy poing, and we arc plessed to sec thet they are reelizing the
necessity of coping with the greatly inereasing popularity of moter
sport"

(Bxtract "Fishteil - 1926 in refersncs to new
Compotition Rules)

TIME WILL TTLL:

Mfe shall all rejoice in the chsence of the tram lines, end
the town will be immessurably safer without them., Thelr romnoval will
give a greoter cepacity to the strssis, es riders of two-wheelors will
be sble to ride in sny part of the stroet, instead of being confined
tc those portions of the roed betwoen the rails. At the sane time, I
ar afreid thet the Trolly Buses arc poing to create as much or oven
rnore sbstructions then the trems, cne sdventage of the latter belng
that by those who know, the anount of overhang of the tram con be
goaged to en inch, whereas, as far as I can seo, We shall have foot
pessengers swept from the pavenents by the Trelly 'Buses. I expect
to be oclled over the coals for seying it, bui only tine cen
denonstrate what o failure these trolly buses sre going to be end
how unsuitable for our traffic conditions.”

(Contributor to "Fishtail," May, 1926).

PROLIFIO

"9he Ipswich Club is locked upon as the Father of the Eastern
Centre and we should uphold this position,”

(Chairman's remerks - A.C.M. December, 1933)

STILL AT TT7

"Mp, F. J, Revett organised o very successful Jumble Sale on
behalf of Club and F.C.0., funds.

(Minute Bosk 10%h March, 1935)
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MOTOR CYCLING AND CLUD LIFE IN THE 1520 - 1935 ERA

The first world war ended in 1918, and the motor oycles
which had been used for dispatch riding etc., became evailable to the
general public. Hundreds of the famous "Douglas 350 Flat Twin", and
%he "3L h.p. Triumph" were sold in auc’ions all over the country.
This started the ball rolling, and c'u%s were re-started, or formed,
end club life began. It must be remsmibered that everything we did
was in the neture of an experiment, or piloneering, and to try and give
s fair picture, I shall split this litile write up into groups:

Glub Events = Machines = Comparisons.
21ub Eventa.

The start of things was the Roliebility Trials (Touring
and Sporting)., To pive an cxample: The Deardmore Trial was for
soversl Sensons run over a course of up to 200 miles, and often with
entries of 30, 4O and 50, This led to night trigis, ond these were
somewhat difficult. One which I shall always remember, startcd from
Headquarters at the Golden Lion at 9 p.m. one Saturday cvening, and
the finish was at Camberloyvia o roundabout route (Newmarket, Royston,
Dunsteble, Tring, High Vycombe, Maidenhead and Camborleyl This in a
right of heavy rein and flooding, and the mileage was approximately
180, Route marking was a bit suspect and sign posts hardly roadable.
Please remember also, wo only used gas lighting and the main prohlom
was whether the gas would last the night. A spare generator cost
moncy, and in those days, money was scarce. Finally, heving completed
the trial and had breskfast, one was faced with the return journcy of
100 niies by direct route; you reslly felt tired at the end. e
held several night trials of this mileage, but as the newness and the
enthusiasm waned, so entries got smaller ond mileage less.

Sporting Trials.

These were very hard going indeed, and in particulas, the
Fastern Centre Inter-Club Shield events, I think the worst were thoae
which started st the Scole Inn, Usually the mileage was around 80 -
108, split up into morning and afterncon sessions with en hour's break
for a sit down lunch. In the early days no official ODSERVED SECTION
was ever marked, but all round the course there were checks for time -
footing and stopping. Under these conditions it was not easy to relax
os one neverlknew where the observed sections ended (if at all) and
secret checks were used in case of a tie, but rarely found necessary.
Entries were up to 70, and don't forget Crdinery tyres were used as
no competition tyres hed then beom made.
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Spesd Trinls and Hill Climbs.

L great many of these were hold, and mostly on Publio

cads, as for axamnic, Lawford Hill - Brlamtecad Drock Hill - Dechan
Lorng Road - Soco%ion of the road at Mildenhall and Drandon. These
avernta Were very popular and evenbually it became illegal and privete
roads were used, This was the stert of Shrubland Park, whore wo uscd
she main drive for a third of a mile sprint from a standing start.
hlthough the gravel drive was a steamerollered one, it was a fairly
heotic ride, with a rigid frame - small tyros, and a rether week type
of sorew down demper. It may not be generelly known, that the uso

of public roads coased, following a fetal accident ab a hill climb

at Fop Hill, whon a spochator wes kiiled. Another inberesting feature
a3 the fact that elthough it was cerly days, wo uscd electric timing
by means of a rubber tube across tho road at the start and finish,
vennested to o gbop watch. This proved very successful,

]
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Hi11 Climhe on YMain Hoadsa.

These were always popular and full of incident. I recall
ora hill climb at Lewford Hill (near Menningtree Station). I was
thore os e Doy spectator. It was on a Saturdey afternoon, and ihe
losal suthority had terred and sanded the hill the day before. I cin
5411l see tho lock of horrer on the first rider's foce. The signal
4o mhert - terrifie engine rovs - cluich in and a series of snaking
gwerves ell over the roed, before going through the hedge. The hill
climh was carried on but everyons was covered with wet far. The road
a% the start was torn to ploces end I belicve this was the last hill
oliwh at this venne. A lator development was the Freak Hill Climbs
( gowcalled at thet time). This was the start of the Leiston Club's
now famous Westleton Hill Olimb, although for soveral years it was
held sbraight up the hill without the furn as now used.

Incidentally, I should like to record with modesty, that
1959 was not the first time a sidecar mede the attempt. In 1928-9,
efter the officisl ovent, the writor had several attempis with &
588 c.0, Norton and sidecar, but each time failed, and on two occasions
the machine usod the sidecar as a pivos, went round to the left, and
rolled ovsr and over dewn the hill, I am told this looked poed, and
onc little local lad said to me "When arc you going to do it agein
mister?' I shall not tell you my replyd

Machines = preparation, eto,

What were machines like and what @id one do to them? Well,
to be an all-rounder, as was the trend in the esrly days, one had a
1ot of work to do, There werc no Clubmen mechines, and one had to
buy & standerd model and tune, and improvise for the various events.
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Tor speed trials, one stripped the machine of all touring equipment,
and did as much tuning as one's oxperience and pocket permitted -

and hoped for the best! For all other cvents onc reversed the
procedure or at any rete, prepared the machinc to suit the trial. In
the mid=-twenties, makors begon to learn and some very good machines
ceme alongy ‘the 16H Side Velve Norton - Velocchte 350 - Rudge L
Velve 350 and 500 c.c. ard o wmber of machines fitted with the

Dlackburn or J.A.P. engino, Sunboem and finally the first model 18
':I -Hovq -J.T'FD rtﬁni

My own choice was the 350 c.c. Camshaft Velocette and the
490 c.c, 0.H.V, Norton. In their day, these machincs were very fasi,
and very popular, es records show, The problem with the Norton was
that it was poasible to tune the engine to a point beyond tho road
holding ability, and one experienced a lot of frame whip at high
speeds. The machine was capable of 100 m.p.h. in tuned and sprint
condition, but one always felt there was a speed wobble waiting round
the cornsr. However, all mekers recognised the problem, and the cradle
frame and rear springing started things on the right lines. To give
some idea of tho way riders used to experiment, in 1928 or 1929, I
forget the exact date, the sidecar Matchlcszs used by the works in tho
Cclimore Cup Trial hed a renr wheel mede up with two wheels built side
by side on a single spindle in wide forks. This waes of course dong
with the idea of giving grester traction. Much argpument arosec as to
whether this made it a four wheeler. However, it was not a success,
end it died a natural death.

One of the troubles was that the gap between the two
wheels would f£ill up with mud or clay, and the outfit was nasty for
fast covnering. However, in 1928, Matchless did produce a quite
interesting machine called the Silver frrow, This had a rear spring
framb and an adjusteble friction type demper under the saddle which
one could operate whilst riding., The engine was a Vee twin of small
cepacity and would run es moothly as a dyneme. It was not fast, but
its performence in mud and pot holes wes a revelation, and tho
fecling for the first time of riding in and out of holes and not
bouncing over them and sliding all over the place, wes really good.
This machive did not last long but I mention it beeause it did have
meny features which can be seen today. One could go on for ever
talking about the various machincs and the inmovations which the
mekers introduced, but finally, I think tho 350 Four Valve Rudge
should be mentioned. It cemc ocut, I believe in 1925, and hed & four
speed gearbox. The whole machine was beautifully made and was very
successful in sporting trials, It was alsc, with the AL.J.5., one
of the firsgt 350 c.c. to be used with a sidecar.
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Cluparison.

Comparisons are difficult tc mske, there being fectors
for and against, but if asked what 1% was like trials riding in the
early days, I would say:

1, Milsages were higiy

2. Entries were always larg

sl

.
¥

3. Gas lighting was ths bed feature of night
triels;

e Thers wers no compotition tyres;
EL ¥

5. No knock-ocut spindles meking puncture repair a
major operation.

fs One was alweys improvising;

7+ Getting the right %ind of fuel for the mechine,
for certain evunts, was difficult,

8s In short, nothing was ecasy, but it was good
experiences:

L, R. King (Tootle)

TRUE_TO-DAY ALSO - WE HOPE!!

MENTEES, ACTIVE AND OTHERWISE:

It hes beon very noticeables during the last 12 months
that our list of well-meaning Tut insctive members is steadily growing
less and less, whilst our active members grow more and more. The

reason for this may at first sight eppear hard to sesk, but the
solution is really & simple one.

Our aim is to oreate as much veriety as possible in events
in order to suit the requirements of various members. We do not think
that any two of our events were quite the same last year and so we
grevi out of the old semenass which had previously characterised our
everta. The solution is thercfore, varioty.

(Reproduced from "Fishtail"
1926)
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RELIABILITY TRIALS.

The Club has, in recent years, obteined a high reputation
for the orgenisction of e rigorous sporling trial knows os "The Suffolk
Merdle Trinl", This trial which is Regionel Restrioted - we think
thet it descrves Nationel status - is the culnination of seversl yeors
of course dovelopment on the part of Trials Sub Committees during thoir
period of office, It is felt that tho curront approcch to the method

oft prpanisation of sporting trisls would not be out of place in this
nagazing.

In the planning of such a triel, preliminary aspccts which
have to be considered for the purposc of drefting repulations ore the
length of course; whether it will consist of one or nore laps;
whother o time schedule should be mads ond the number of awards to be
given. It is essential for the spmooih wimming of & tricl that as few
hold-ups as possible should occur, and this is largely o result of a
reasonzbly long course. & one lap conrse of some 50 miles contelining
sbout 35 to LO sections seens quits sinquete for an entry in the
rogion of a hundred. 4 trial in which the conpetitors haveo to cover
the ssme course nore then onoe suffers fron the disadventapes of
deterioration of sections, congestion, and not least, bad will between
villagers and orgenisers due to the poascge of meny motoroycles
through their homeland over = long period. L one lap course, in
conjunction with & strict time scheduls alsc favours the rapid
production of results, for as soon as the lest cenpetitor has passed
throuch the first section, that Observer's cerd con be returned to
the organisers for recording.

Ls far s tho tine schedule is concerned, it has boen found
thet slthough difficult, & 15 ml.peh. averspe is quite satisfactory;
the average spocd, however, does not allow for the gonsunption of &
large brovn sle sfter the first few scctions; sone competitors will
havo lesrned this 4o thoir disadventspe. One serious difficulty
nssocicted with a one lap course, together with its large nunmber of
scotions, is that of Observers. It is inmpessible for oven o large
Club to staff these satisfactorily, ond help hes to be obteined from
outeide., We heve found it sdventegeous to allocate a group of
seations %o 2 semior member of the Club, who will be responsible
for the staffing of ell the sections in the group end for the return
af the observers' cards to the Secretary of the meeting as scon as
the last competitor has passed through his group. This is nost
successfully carried out by using = back narker.

The actual structure of tho course can vary considerebly,
but it should consist of =s much rough poing es possible without a
tendency for the ground to deteriorate during the passage of nechines.
fe far s the road work is concorned, i% is essential that Churches
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be avoided as rmuch as possible; indeed it should be as far removed

rossible from heavily porwiated areas, It is alse a pood thing
gvold land Which nny deteviorate in 2 matter of hours, s.g. due
heavy rainfall producing flooding.

-y
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The organisers, having decided on an idesl layout of the
courss, cen now enbark on the task of

to use his property. Before astusl
established, it is wise to poy o vi

T~

T obtaining the owner's consent
aontnct with s landowner is

it to the Locel fumthority
Surveyor's office tn determine the ellocntion of all the roads,
tracks and paths which onc hopes to wsc. If, among any of these,
there appoars a public footpath or = bridle path, then written
permission has to be obtained from the lsndowners concerned. This
pernission has to be subnitted to the Surveyor's 0ffice, who will,
in conjunction with the Chief Consisble, either grent or refuse
permission to use the ground proposeds. It is usual on granting
such pernission, for the Ghief Constable to lay down a series of
conditions to be fulfilled during the actusl rumning of the trial,
They pey include the insertion of o speed lindit on parts of the
course where poople are 1likely fo be ieling o Sunday walk or to
instruct the organiser to make sure no mud is carried on to a road
in a certain section., Having found cut the 'elassified paths' then
actual contact with landowners cen be made. It might be added here
that the precedurc cutlined sbove is one cutcome of the revision of

the Road Traffic Let, 1956, end hes complicated the Trials Organisa's
Job considerably.

4 successful Triels Organisor has to be a porfect diplomat
Tfor the approach which he rmust uso for the various types of people
he will have to meet is all important, =nd must be asscssed in a
Tlashy Hor remember not everyone ropards motorcyelists as welcome
visitors or even desirsble ones. A doubitful fermer can often be
convinced in an instant by reference to 'that wenderful crop of
sugor beot over thers' and female ionlowners = unfortunately few
and far betwaen = are certain to reast nore faveurably to compliments
than brickbats. It peys to be btelerert to landowners - if they are
anxious to tell you how fo orpanize e trisl besed on 1920 experiemoe,
then a patient indulgence works wonders, Experience has shown,
that a polite, patient approach to the landowmer will alweys provide
the most satisfectory result, and once good-will is esteblished, it
has to be a particularly cbjectional approach by soficone, to desiroy
the good feeling which exists. 4 polite letter of thanks to the
ovmer cencernad after the triel meens z grest desl to both parties,
and in my opinicn must never be overlooked.

Ls soon s the whole outline of the coursoc hes boen

established and the necessary written permission submittedto the
Local luthority, then the ectuel planning of sections can begin,

=G -



Considerzble experience is necessary befors one 1s capable of a?ting
a pood seotion, and o number of years compsiisive motorcyeling is u
of immense help in this direction. The ¢oumon saying “"natural ssction
is = complete misnemer, snd in im oy opiulon such fervain rarely
exists. This expression is often used in tae Ceptrs in the contoxt

*we can't organise a good trial hsre; thers src no natural sections” -
and in ny opinion is 2 poor excuse for the "madmery" type of section
so often used by certain Clubs in tho Bastern Centrc. Sechions are
nede by hard workwith shovel, pick and scythe, and it rarely takes

less than e day's work to comstruct a wortbwhile hazard., /fnyone

who thinks a good section can be constructed on the morning of the
trial with a band of sleepy observers nymed with a roll of tape and

o fowr sticks are sadly mistaken. A pood ssction should be wide enouch
for & neohine to be manouversd without danger of colliding with trees
or tepe, and should be as long as possiblo, consistent with its
aztisfactory observation, 4 seotion cuntaining four continuous
sub-gections is far bother than four short scperate seotions. Its
degree of difficulty should be such that on an average every
gonpetitor can lose marks.

When plawnine zections, it is not sufficient to have an
averape trials rider test the section, riding it clean, and
prorouncing it a good seetion. This is only likely %o end in a
larpe musber of "clean sheets'. Far botter for the section to be
aitered to produce a nesr 'stopper’.

Tt ig most inportent for the 'Bogins' and 'Ends' cards to
be stretemically placed, This is particularly important with the
"énds! card, which should always be siiuated clear of any hazard
which mignt produce loss of marks. Attention to these details will
save & deal of argument.

I% is hoped that this short article will give some idea
to the would be orpeniser and indeed to the competitor himself how
the work of trisls organisation is carriodout, keeping in mind the
fact that the views put forward are guiic perscnal in nature,

J.KE. Bradley.

- ¢
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sesvee"Frank Revett's riding was very steady throughout, but his
engine lacked the necesasry "pep” for hin to keep up the tine and he
finished very late".

Halgteed Inter-Clubh Trisl 1933.

Sy



GOING TO THz SCTRAMITE?
Why not take youn Camera 7

I ] s =

The Happy Snapper or Serdious Amateur will always find
plenty of cction and interest at the looal rece mecting. 1t 18
edvisable to arrive early et the coursc before practising commences
so you can walk around to examine the parts of the Course which
promise most opportunities for filming bofore the start of Racing,

For spectacular shots choose a position opposite tho
top of a bump then sit beck and watch the riders zo round a couple
of times. TYou'll soom see which riders make the most thrilling
jubips. Vhen these come through pick them up in your viewfindcr
and follow them through, Panning with the rider croates the
impression of spocd booswse the background is intentionally
blurred. However you must keep the machine and rider in the same
position in the viewfinder. A low camcrs angle with this typo of
shot gives an exagpersted but more spectacular picture.

For a cornor,sclect & position on the outside of a
bend. If you film from less visible positions you will find
that the 'bykes leaping over towards you bocome forcshortencd
and dotzil in theemine will be lost in the shedow. On the
other hand when filmed from the outside of the bend the machincs
lean away from you, exposing the engines to view and piving yot
another impression of speed and power.

During the 1lull between practice and the nctual maeting,
why not wander over to tho pits. There's plenty of activity going
on here. Mechenics tuning up engines and chenging sprockets
whilst riders arc possibly discussiong the nature of the terrain.

There goes the five minute warning hooter Chaps, better
get back on the course to the positions you selected in practising
and herds to Heppy Shooting.



TC TFE FUTHS:-

It is the sincere wish of the Committee that the
foremoing history of the Club may be of some irnterest to present
day members, especially the younger ones, and it is hoped fhat
it may encoursge them to take a more active part in the affail’s
of the Club and in so doing meke gvery endeavour to see that
its high standards are carried forward into the future. Ve are
confident that with their help, the Club will not only retain
its position as one of the promier Clubs in the Eestern Centre,
but mey well take its place with the best in the land,

ol Dl



IPSWIGCH RIDERS IM SCOTTISH TRIAL: Geofl. Revell (cenira)
and Peter Davey, members of the Ipswich Molor-Cycle and CGar Club,
preparing 1o leave [pswich yestarday morning to take part in the
Seottish Slx Days' Reliability Trial starling from Edinburgh on
Monday. On the left Is Mr. French, who Is travelllng with them.







AT

The Ipswich Motorcycle and Car Club.
and the Scottish Six Days Trial. 1552.

The Ipswich Motorcycle and Car Club, formed in 1910, has a
long and chegquered history, and when I became a member was
thriving and succeszsful. I joined in 1947, just two years
after the end of the war motoring clubs were picking up from
the suspension of activities during the five war years.

At this time motorecycling was considered an honourable sport
for gentlemen, and the club enjoyed the support of many of
the towns professional and business people. Doctors,
Solicitors, Jewellers, and people from the motor tradea.

A few of the many come to mind; Kemble Fish, of Fish and
Son's Jewellers in the Arcade, with his Sunbeam's, Barney
Baxter, in the transport business, Norton 500.7. Fred Steel,
Manager, Ransomes Lawn Mowers, Ariel 500 Red Hunter. Charlie
Smith, Gents Cutfitters, another Ariel Red Hunter. Feter
Wigg, Accountant, Norton 500 ESZ and sidecar, Sheila Wigg,
his wife, the Club Secretary at the time. From Revett's
Motorcycles, the brothers Geof and Frank and the shop manager
Harry Redhead, Riley and Jaguar cars. The Revetts had
whatever machine's took their fancy, Geof was the keen rider
with B.S.A's and Triumph Trophy's, he also rode for Norwich
Speedway, he was known for his exuberant style more than for
his skill. Harley Deschamps a close friend of Geof's and the
owner of Wilding and Smith, with =sand and gravel pits at
Waldringfield, Harley did a few competitions with his B.S.A
Bantam and had a very nice Riley Kestrel. Pip Wells, in the
insurance business with his always immaculate Triumph T100
twins. Mr Lou King, the owner of Lock and Stagg's motor
garage, agents for B.M.C. Bustin and Morris, Lou was the Club
chairman and latter became president. In 1948 I was voted
onto the committes, I believe to represent the clubs
competition riders. Another well known member about that time
was Tug Wilson, & big chap with a beard that had a sprinkling
of ginger about it, Tug was a chef and worked for a firm
called "Steel Pilings' in Clayden; he had a Vincent Rapide
hitched to a Steib sidecar and a Black Shadow that he rode
sole. I worked at this time at Boltons of Barrack Corner, Tug
would bring the Vinecent's in for servicing although Boltons
did not hold the Agency, Revetts held the Vincent franchise,
but Tug for some reason had nothing to do with them. At the
club one night Tug asked if I would go to Stevenage with him
to bring the Shadow back to Ipswich, it had been back at the
works on a service recall. I said I would, and got a day off
work, the Rapide Tug left with me before the ride to
Stevenage. On the morning before we were due toc go, I got a
phone call, Tug =aid that he had made other arrangements; I
was looking forward to the run up to Hertfordshire and felt a
little miffed at the late change, especially as I had taken a
day off for which I would not be paid. The Rapide stocd in
the workszhop finished and waiting on Tug's collection; I
decided on a test ride; 1 screwed on the power from the
bottom of Valley Road to the crest of the hill, smcking the
rear tyre all the way, I felt better after that. He =zc¢ld the
Fapide and harnessed the Shadow to the Steib, he almost
k¥illed his wife in that cutfit, he turned the plot upside
down in a pond full of water, his wife was trapped in the
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sidecar under water, luckily Tug was unhurt and being a big
strong fellow he managed to 1lift the sidecar and get her out,
however she never rods with him agsin and he changed to four
wheels. Some of the pecple named here had tragedy in their
lives: Kemball Fish one of the nicest person's you could
meet, died yvoung in his early forties. Barney Baxters wvery
attractive wife Mary, a business weman in her own right, died
on the operating table during an operaticn on her thyroid
gland; she was just 35 years old, we were all drinking
together in the Golden Lion on the Sunday and by the middle
of the week she was dead, 1t came as a huge shock to us all.
Charlie Smith, a real gentleman, committed suilcide after
being diagnosed with cancer. Cecf Revett, whilst driving in
thick fog at Stowmarket, hit a cyclist causing injuries that
proved fatal. Frank Revett, the best of the Revett family
many believed, alsc died before he reached 60. Harry Redheads
wife became bedridden as a young woman, suffering with
Rheumatoid Arthritis. Harley Deschamps lost his only son, as
a mach loved =mall ¢hild, when his Riley became involved in
an accident on the Norwich Road at Barham in ancther thick
fog.

In those early post war days, the club 5till crganised it's
annual 'Poor Children's Quting' members with motorcycle
combinations and cars would load up with kids and go off in a
convoy for a day beside the sea; scometime in the fifties this
event was abandonad, kids did not like o be called poor
children and it became difficult to get encugh people to make
it worthwhile. The glub ran two major events in the Eaztern
Centre:; 'The Buffolk Mardle' a one day sporting trial, aopen
to other centre's, I believe the entries where restricted to
180, and the 'Shrubland Park National Scramble' always held
in August on the Bank Holiday this became the premier
motorcycling event in East Anglia, it attracted the besti
riders and works teams from all the major manufacturers.
Eastern Counties Bus Company laid on transport from Ipswich
town centre to the track, spectators came from far and wide.
Bt the height of Scrambling's popularity between 20 and
24,000 people watched the Shrubland Park races.

I had to get a Naticnal Licence to compete, which I did, and
took part in every event up to 18952, There was a special
magic about the day, the pits thronged with riders and their
machines, the factory owned transporters, colourful dresses
of wives and girl friends, camp followers of the competitors;
lazing in the sun on deck chairs, or passing tools to
mechanics readyving machines for the races, then running to
the rope barriers for the best view of their men during the
race. The noise of engines being warmed up, the clatter of
spanners in tool boxes, a smell of pil and fuel in the warm
air. The coursze, one and three quarters of a mile of rouagh
going per circuilt; each feature having it's own nams, 'Main
Straight', 'Big Tree Corner’', The Hairpin', 'The Bomb-Hole',
'Back Straight' etc. The start line was at the beginning of
the 'Main Straight' set back off the main track and wide
enough to accommodate sSixty riders on the line in the all
comers race the zight of =0 many bikes roaring off down the
main straight, charging for position before the track
narrowed inte the first left hander at 'Big Tree Corner.

The top riders on the 500cec machines would reach speeds of up
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to 60 plus on the main straight. If vou got & pasition on the
start line, about a guarter of the way in from the left, this
was the best place to be, bringing one right onte the racing
line from the off. If you were unlucky enough to be allocated
a position right out on the right wing, this was the worst
place to start from, machinezs had to be ridden across very
rough ground to £ind the racing line, a tardy start could put
yvou toward the rear of the pack, riding completely blind in
the clouds of dust. I never did win a race at Shrublands, I
managed to get placed and twice got a first class award.

The lightweight was my favourite class, but the competition
at tThe Shrublands National was much stronger than that in the
closed to Eastern Centre eventzs. Some of the manufacturers
entered teams, James came with their works riders, as did
D.0O.T, the D.0O.T's were guick, and their rider Andrea Baldet
usually did well. Brian Stonebridge with his super fast B.S.A
Bantam blew us all intc the wsedsl!.

The organisation for this event toock some time, and a special
committee would be set up just to run it. Course preparation
was begun some two weeks before the races, we would go out to
the Park in the evenings and weekends, a years accumulation
of bracken and undergrowth had toc be cut back from the tracik.
The course had to be marked cut, staked and roped, areas for
spectators double stacked and roped. Miles of rope and lorry
loads of stakes were used. Barney Baxter helped move the
gtuff with his transport connections. The eveni was a drain
aon club finances but we always came out with a profit,

After a nights work we would adjourn to the 'Sorrel-Horse'

at Barham to wash dust from throats with well earned beers.
One incident comes to mind, it happened during one nights
course preparation, some one called; has any one got the
'Slasher'? the slasher was what we called a curved bill

hook; a voice from high up on one of the slopes, answered
with; 'yes I have', the voice belonged to Gecf Revett, 'do
vou want it, he gqueried?. yez please the first wvoice replied
from the bottom of the hill; with that, Geof appeared, sayving
here it cemes! he then launched the thing high inte the aix
toward the group of which I was a part; we watched in herror
as the twirling 'bill hook' ecame hurtling at us, with panic
cn faces the group scattered in all directicns. The slasher
buried itself in the ground were we had been standing, if it
had hit some cone I'm sure it would have killed them!. In
spite of our protests Geof stood at the top of the slope,
laughing fit to burst!. On the Saturday and Sunday, last
minute preparations were made, all the esguipment checked,
banners put up cn the bends, marshalling points set up, the
lap scorer's and starters huts erected.

On the Sunday before the Bank Holiday Monday, some riders and
their followers that lived a long way off would arrive at the
Park to camp cut, a few of the better off riders brought
caravans, the atmosphere began to build. I did last minute
checks on my bikes, but always I found time to go ocut to the
FPark on that Sunday afterncon.

In 1952 I brought an old 'Crysler Airflow' shooting brake,

it didn't cost much because the gearbox was broken, I assumed
wrongly that parts would be available to repair it, spare
parts could not be found, it leoked as if I had wasted my
money!. Then I came across a 14 hp Vauxhall sngine and
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gearbox, it waz a box of bits! however we rsbuilt it and put
it into the Crysler, it locked lost sitting in the vast space
under the bonnet that had housed the huge straight eight.

The Vauxhall surprised us, it struggled at times with the
heavy Crysler Brake loaded as it was with bikes and gear.

We covered 2o many miles in that car and it newver let us
down. I can't remember what became of it, some one brought it
from me, together with all the spares and the original
straight eight motor.

In 1952 I was to compete in the "Scottish Six Days
International Trial". So¢ how did the 'Famous James' leave
East Anglia to venture north and the highlands of Scotland?.
It happened that some of the serious competitive:members of
the Club began to meet on Sunday nights at an Ipswich town
centre watering hole, the 'Golden Licn Hotel' on the Corn
Hill. They weren't planned meetings, we used to just turn up,
knowing that some convivial company ccould be found, we would
swap yarns, talk about future plans and passed achievements;
both of which became embellished as the svening weore on and
the effect of Tolly Cocbbcold ales. Late cone night in the
winter of 1951 there were about ten of us in the hotel snug,
the talk had gone beyond the 'Local Mudplug sporting Trials'
and had elevated to National events, the Scottish in
particular. Geof Revett happened to be with us on this
occazion, Geof putting in his contribution, said, that's one
event I would really like to do; O/K, so what's stopping you
we laughingly chorused?. Oh, nothing much says Geof, but I
wont do it alone! he smiled, satisfied of being on safe
ground; If =sgme one else in the club will do0 it, T will.

I wouldn't mind having a go at that; came a voice from the
group; after a short silence, somebody piped up with, 'do vou
know what you'wve just said?. At the time I had no idea of
just what I had sald; I had committed myself in front of
witnesgses to take part in the hardest competition of my
motoreyeling career, without really thinking about the
consequences!. It suddenly hif me that I would need scome
meney, fast!. Next morning I went to Revetts in Clarkson
Street, locking for Geof; he szaw me coming, I know what you
are going to say, he said; it's about last night; wvou want
cutl. No I replied; I want to do it, bot what about you? I'm
O/K about it, we zhould get the c¢lub secretary to send off
for some entry forms. Even when our entry applications had
gone in, and although we were early, we knew that it was
likely they would not be accepted. The Six Days trial was
always oversubscribed; If I don't get in, I den't have to go
I thought. There was a little nagging doubt about the bike,
and al=o a shortage cof money, being not a saver at that time,
living from hand to mouth to support my racing. Howewver I
decided that if the entry was accepted a way would be found
to do it. As it turned out both entriss were acocepted, and we
began to plan the trip. My James needed a complete rebuild to
bring it up to =cratch for the Scottish I decided to approach
my boss. Mr William Bolton for help; William not a man noted
for his generosity, to my surprise and delight he seemed
quite keen, zaying that I could use the workshops and draw
anything needed from the stores free of charge. The only
stipulation being that a proper record of parts used be kept
and given to
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him when the work was finished. So the James was withdraw
from local events after February, and was rebuilt from =tem
to stern: making modifications on the way that I considered
might be needed for the Scottish. A lot of parts needed
replacing, and as the list grew I began to wonder if Mr
Boltons generosity would stretch so far!.Geof was doing the
=ame with a 1951 B.S.A 350:cc Geld Star, Geof was the son of
the owner of Revetts Motorcycles Ltd, I'm sure he had easy
access to all he reqguired on the parts front.

By this time we began to think about how we would get to
Edinburgh, Geof said he would use his car, his car at the
time was a 1235 Riley Kestrel, most of us were using pre-war
motors in 7951, I had the use of my fathers 1933 Austin 10,
but I didn't think he would take kindly to his peoor little
motor struggling to lug a three bike trailer to Scotland and
back. Two months before we were due to go, Geof's car had its
erigine in bits, it was with George Bristowe, a garage OwWier

2 club member and friend of ours. George rode a B.5.A Bantam
that went really well, competing in the same class at the
scrambles the I rode in. I was not sure that George still
held a friendly feeling toward me, for at the last scramble

I had had him off, he didn't hurt himself, but he was not a
happy man. I believe it was at the 13951 Bentley ewvent, at the
end of the straight there was a drop through a ditch,
followed by a sharp turn to the right, a second gear hazard
in my case. Georges Bantam and the James were flat out side
by side all the way down the main straight, there was just
room for one machine at a time through the ditch, some one
had to give, and it wasn't going toc be me! about ten yards
from the drop the James's handle bars were just sdging in
front, George tried to slow down, to late, he hit me
somewhere on the left side and the last I saw of him he was
off the Bantam and flying through the air. I went to see him
afiter the race; but he didn't want to talk about itl.

I digress; the Hiley engine was in process of a complete
gverhaul and the job was being held up waiting for oversize
pistons, Geof urged Gecorge to finish the job, promising swift
payment .

We didn't have a trailer; Arthur French a club member and =
perscnal friend of the Revett family said that he would build
cne. Arthur farmed land at Brantham, he grew mostly potatoes,
and alsc in season lettuce, cabbage and carrcts. He owned a
barn and a large workshop where he did all his own repairs

on the tractors and his lorry. I've got some wheels and
that's a start he said, but it must be & thres bike ftrailer
because I want to take my Bantam, Arthur owrned a trials
B.5.A Bantam. I cculd follow vou round, he smiled in
anticipaticon!. Arthur was a good man to hawve arcund in any
zort of crigis, mechanical or otherwiss; and CGeof readily
accented. As iz the way of the world; 'nothing happened' I
know that the clocks had been put forward and evenings were
becoming lighter. Then one day I got a call from Gecof, we
must take the bikes to Arthur's tonight, he wants to make a
g2tart on the trailer. I had just finished running in the
James and the Gold Star was ready. On our arrival we had time
to loock arcund arthurs domain, he being a relaxed sort of
bloke, was still at his supper table, his wife was a stickler
for things demestic and =2upper time was =supper times; I am
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not saying that Arthur was under Ivy's thumb, lets say he
tocok the egsiest way in life, I remember being taken with his
Lanz-Bulldog tractor with it's huge single cylinder motor,

a belt to the flywheel drove all sorts of machinery, most of
it designed and built by Arthur himself, his potato grader

a work of art in metal.

When Arthur appeared from hizs bungalow it was beconing dusk,
we ztood in the yard talking a while, I put in, don't we
ought to start work on this trailer; Ch, don't worry that
wont take long, say's Arthur.

And it didn't, he just stocd the three bikes together on the
concrete floor of the barn, in the positions that he had
decided in his head, the two 12% cc one sach zide of the
BE.S5.A, the Gold Star facing forward, and the other two
rearwards. Then with a long straight edge he drew what would
be the base of the trailer round the bikes with chalk. Some
scaffold poles were soon cut to match the chalk lines, and
within the hour the base of the trailer was there and tacked
together with Ark-Weld. The ancient looking spoked wheels
that Arthur had found had already been attached 1o a rigid
axle, the made up frame of the trailer was lifted onto the
axle and a position found that Arthur decided would balance;
he wag latter to be proved correct in his calculations.

I'1ll finish it during the week, he said, you don't need to
bring the bikes oput again, but T do need the Riley to work on
the tow hitch.

Everything came together, and one evening Geof picked up the
trailer and we did a test loading with the three machine'sg
and the toolzs etg. This put guite a weight on Arthurs
trailer; I expressed a doubt about the ability of the wheels
to carry the load to Edinburgh and back! Arthur took on a
hurt look, and I wished that I had kept guiet. Hitched up we
towed the lot round for a couple of miles or sc, the Riley's
engine just reconditioned, was a little tight and it's
twelve horses laboured a bit on a couple of hills, I'm sure
the sporty little car was a shade miffed at being expected to
drag & heavy trailer behind! Gecf said that he would get a
few miles on the clock before the big journey.

About three weeks before the event I got a letter from the
Edinburgh Club, not encugh entries had been received for the
125 cec class, this class was therefore abandoned, but as my
entry had been accepted, I would have the option of running
the James in with 200 cc group. The problem with the 200 cc
sectign was that the time average was higher than the 125's
The James would not be able to keep to the 28-mph average
speed, this was 3-mph more than the original 125 expected
average. There was no chance of my changing my bike, so I
wrote back accepting the 200-cc slot. I really didn't have an
option, and so much work had gone into my bike. I believe

as 1t turned out the James was the gnly 125 running that
year .

We left Ipswich for the North on the Thursday before the
event, the local paper turned up, and we posed for our
photographs with the bikes and trailer. As far as I'm aware
we were the only Ipswich riders to take part in the Scottish
Six Days Trial up to that time, and the East Anglian Daily
Times gave us a write up to mark the occasion; I include it
here in it's entirety.
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TESWICH RIDERS IW SCOTTISH SIX DAY TRIAL.

The Scottish Six Days reliability trial is regarded as one of
the roughest and toughest endurance tests known to the
motorcyvling fraternity. Year after vyvear the men who seek the
thrills of this sport write anxiously to the organisers - The
Edinburgh and District Motorcycle Club hoping to be included
among=t the restricted entry of 180 to take part.

Thiz vear, for the firzgt time Ipswich will be repressnted.
Two members of the Ipswich Motorcycle and Car Club have been
accepted, and early tomorrow morning will set out Worthwards
by car with their machines on a trailer behind. Ge=of Rewvett
will ke riding hisz 350-cc Gold Star B.S.2 and Peter Davey a
122-cg James. Both are highly exited at the prospsct of
attempting the 881 miles of moors and mountains, and have
been over three months preparing-and tuning their machines
for the event. The trial starts from Edinburgh on Monday
morning, and the riders have a strict time schedule to keep
over each leg - the first of 182 miles to Fort William they
must average 30-mph. During the following four days thay will
cover varying courses of a 100 miles gut from Fort William
and back, returning to Edinburgh in the final leg on
Saturday. Among the tricky sections they will encounter are
'Stoney Brae' 'Allans Bridge' 'Camushurich' 'Mamore' and if
they survive, the aptly named 'Devils Staircase'! several
mile=s of narrow mountain track with rocks on one side, and =
sheer drop of 200 feet on the cther. A mark is lost for every
minute a rider ig late or early at the end of each days leg,
points may also be lost during machine ingspections by
officials who look for broken spokes, lgose bearings,
fractured crank cases, and many other defects. The machines
are locked sway each night, and any repairs have to be done
during 15 minutes before each start, or during running time.
Spares are strapped fto the machines with insulation tape so
as to be sasily accessible. The best performance over the
course was put up by B.H.Viney A.J.3 Ltd who completed it
having lost only two marks, an incredible display! Geof
Revett told the Evening Star, I shall not mind if I lose 1540
marks, I shall consider I have done well, in fact I shall be
very happy if I finish! Forty four of the entries are works
riders, eighty agent supported, and the remainder are from
the Services and English and foreign clubs,

ARTICLE ENDS..

Geof stopped in Bury St Edmunds, and made two trips from the
car carrying heavy bhoxes into Bowers motorcycle shop,
delivering parts he said; we found afterwards that the bhoxes
had contained ball bearing races that he had acguired
somehow!

Now it appeared he had plans to sell them to¢ Cecrge Bowers
to railse pocket money for the trip. We watched through ths
showrocom window, Secf in serious conversation with his friend
George Bowers the shop owner. I don't think that therese was
anyway that George wanted to increase his stock with three
large boxes of bearings! George was hard, but Geocf had a very
persuasive persconality, and after about 20 minutes he
returned to the car minus the boxes, and a wallet that was a
little thicker,

We had given purselves time to spare for the journey, the
little car with its engine still running in could not be
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pushed to hard, so we 'trundled' I think that describes our
progress up the A.1. It was dark when we arrived in
Newcastle. We drove straight to the nearest hotel, and
although it looked expensive decided to have a look, the car
park was reached through an archway in the centre of the
building, and was enclosed and secure, ideal for parking our
valuable bikes overnight, so being also tired after a long
day, we stayed. When after a wslcome dinner, sitting in the
bar, we couldn't understand all the attenticn directed our
way; A3 we paid ocur bill in the morning, all was revealed,
the receptionist asked if it was true that we were big
footkall pcool winners?. - I wonder how that rumour started,
and did Geofs mischief have anything to 4o with it 7. By
midday on the Friday we were almost there, I remember sesing
a2 road =sign, sayving, Edinburgh 9 miles, when a noisse came
from the Riley's engine department as if we had picked up a
tin can; we lifted the bonnet and listened in dismay to the
sound of a melted white metal big end journal!. The engine
was allowed to cool, and we put in a little fresh cil; as if
that would have rchanged anything!! So with sericus faces we
limped into Edinburgh, and stopped at the first garage, Geof
went to find the workshop manager, with the realisation that
his bearing money was about to be taken care of, there's no
justice gr iz there?. aAnd wonder of wonders; it trangpired
that the manager knew George Bristowe of the Riley's recent
engine rebuild and had served in the army with him "what a
small world indeed", we had found a friend, he arranged to
move all our gear to the hotel in Princes Street. We shook
hands all round, our benefactor =said enjoy your week, don't
worry, I'll have the car ready by next Saturday.

We settled into the hotel, had a couple of drinks, and
discussed plans for the next day, finding the Edinburgh Clubs
headguarters and sign on came top of the list. The hotel,
that I can't remember the name of, was full of a charged
atmosphere; every one staying there seemed Lo be connected
with the trial in one way or another. Gecf scon forgot the
car problems! we went out to find somewhere to eat, on the
way back we saw 'Laurel and Hardy' arrive at a theatre
entrance, and stopped to watch them go inside. Back at the
hotel the bar was packed with competitors, we elbowed in to
join them, Geof was enjoying himself, and had that smile on
his face that usually meant mischief for some unfortunate.
Back in the shared room altogether; the room was large and we
each had a single bed, Arthur and I were gquite ready for a
nights sleep, it had been a long day. Geof however ssemed

to have got a second wind and wag full of himself, when we
were all in bed he began to tease Arthur about his cap; now
I had never seen Arthur without that cap, he apparently kept
it on even in bed, he wore it for work days and holidays, it
was part of his anatoemy!.The banter continued, ending with
Geof snatching the cap from Athurs head, Arthur tried in wvain
toc retrieve it he had Gecf cornered by the window, and as his
hand was about to retrieve his treasure, Geof hurled it from
the window, we watched it spiral down into Princes Street
below like a Frisbee, to disappear under the wheels of a late
night Tram-Car. Arthur pulled on a jacket and trousers over
his pyjamas and went out into the night to search for it;
returning to the room twenty minutes later glum faced and
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hatless. He was so upset that Gesof seemed full of genuine
remorse, and promised first thing to purchase Arthur a new
one. Arthur was up again at first light, and went ocut to lock
for his cap; however he didn't find it. I cant think what the
hotel reception made of it all! and things couldn't have been
improved by the sight of Arthur insisting on walking about
with a knotted handkerchief on his head at breakfast,
disregarding stares he kept it on, claiming that he felt
naked withcut his cap.
The nights rain had cleared to leave a fresh bright morning,
we went outbt inte Princes Street and joined the Baturday
shoppers, our first task was to find a new cap for Arthur!
That aggriseved person still wearing his handkerchief, a
handkerchief that in the light of day, looked a little worse
for wear. In the shop, Arthur tcock ages choosing his new cap,
he was definitely giving Geocf a hard time. I brought a
Stewart Tartan Tam whilst waiting, at last we regained the
street, Arthur wearing his new cap with some reluctance; the
old cone had, he claimed was moulded tc the shape of hi= head
this new one was stiff and uncomforiable! Geof was beginning
to regret the episcde cf the previcus night. On the Saturday
afternoon we checked in at the headguarters of the Edinburgh
and District Motorcycle Club to sign on. I remember being
impressed by the stately granite building; from the inscribed
bhrass plate at the entrance to the carpeted interiogr it
reminded me of a solicitors office, rather than a Motorcycle
club; I wonder are they still in that building today?.
After signing on; we left to walk out in the spring sunshine,
clutching cur rout cards, itinerary and instructions,
something to study before bedtime, I didn't sleep well that
night, the mileage's to be covered running through my mind.
The machines were handed over to the scrutineerz on the
Sunday morning, a hive of activity met us in the large walled
car park, thiz would be the last chance to go over the bikesg
before they were impounded for the night. We waited in a
gqueus for our turn to present oursslves and our machine to
the scrutineers. Bikes are pushed up a ramp onto a raised
stand, the scrutineer checks the machine and spare parts to
be carried, yellow paint is daubed on the parts of the
machine that canncot be changed during the trial, a mark
scratched into this paint completes the seal; if any of the
marked parts fail, then you retire. I didn't plan to carry
many spares, just some back up contol cables taped onto the
fixed ones, an inner tube. & cpuple of wheel gpindlezs and
some spark plugs together with a small tool roll, the biggest
item was a tire pump.The scrutineer remarked on the small
inventory, hinting that maybe I didn't understand how hard
the triazl was on machines. I had to agree, but the James had
been prepared with meticulous care, I had to trust that it
would hold cut; as it happened no spares were used, one day I
changed a chain link just to be on the safe side. Memories of
the trial itself are a little misty, after all it was fifty
three years ago. The fantastic atmosphere of the start I do
remember well, the noise of the engines being warmed up,
smoke from the two strokes, and the thud of big four stroke
gingles. Works and agent sponsored, foreign and private
entries like ourselves all with bikes in pristine and perfect
condition raring to go.
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We were flagged off at one minute intervals and at last I
was underway in a light drizzle of rain, this was the only
rain of the whole wonderful week, and the only time that I
got wet, except for the damp mist on the mountains. What can
I recall of that first stage from Edinburgh to Fort William,

t was a long ride, and for me a lonely one, I didn't see
many riders after the first hour, or for that matter any
persons at all, there were lotz of black faced sheep on the
hillside tracks, they were not & bit afraid of ocur
motorcyeles, as I slid arcound one rock strewn bend I came
face to face with a big one with huge curved horns. T
couldn't stop and he didn't move, I missed him by a hairs, or
a wool's breath, My progress seemed slow, and I scon realised
that to average 2Z8-mph was going for me to be impossible;
125cc machines were originally supposed to run at 25-mph but
as yvou will remember the James was running in the 2060cc time
schedule. I had to push the little bike as hard as T dared
without breaking it, a lot of marks would be lost on time
kesping, one mark for every minute late at the check points.
The Scottish Six Days is a combination, of sporting trial,
scramble, time trial and rcad race and everything was
included in that first long exhausting day; keep yvour head
down, keep the speed up, Follow the blue dve marking, scream
into your pit stops. I had a Castrol spensored support team,
and they did a great jcb for me, they were always ready oh my
arrival at the pit stops with the fuel '0il mix just -as I had
requested, too much or too little oil in the peircl would
have gpelt disaster. Toward the end of that first day I wasz
lost on Ben Nevis in thickening mist, then I heard the socund
of another bike away to the right of my position, I followed
the sound, found a course marker and cams Jown intoe Fort-
William and the finishing check point. After 180 miles the
hardest ride of my life was over, I was the last competitor
in, the marshals had been waiting, I arrived just az they
were packing up and the James was quickly whipped away for
the nights impounding. It was dusk as T checked in at the
hotel, Geof was already there; I dAidn't expect to ses you
again! he grinned, I was almost to tirsed to answer. W2 had a
large portion of grilled fresh salmon for supper, and after a
couple of whiskeys I went happy to my bed.

Day 2. After a good Scottish breakfast, I leawve the hotel
carrying my riding gear, at 8-30 am I am waiting for the
marshals to release the James from the compound, B-45 I take
charge of the bike, there is Jjust fifteen minutes to check
the James over before my off time at 9 o'clock. Some of the
riders have gone already and the others arpund are lining up.

I check for loose bits and adjust the chain, the chain ciler’
that T had fashioned using a round Harpic tin had worked well
and the chain was in good condition. As we began to tackle
the hard observed sections, I realised that I had made a
mistake with height of my handle bars, the setting was fine
for our Eastern Anglian 'Mud Plugs' however this setting was
a digadvantage on the steep rocky climbs that we were
attempting now, as I stood up on the footrests, leaning
torward to get my weight over the front wheel to kesp it on
the track, the bars were pressing into my stomach restricting
the steering's lock, there would be no chance to change them
now! .
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Day 3. After successfully completing the firzst two days I
began to think that I might get to the finish, but the trial
did let up and we struggled on through day three. On this day
I made a mistake that had nothing to do with the trial, I
decided to wear the Tam purchased in Edinburgh, hawving no
idea that the Sccts who had been so friendly to us would be
put out by a Sasenack wearing & tartan to which he was nct
entitled! It was not my practice to stop and walk through the
sections as the time loszt so doing cculd net be made up, as
the observed sections came up I just steadied myself and then
rode straight on through. On this day I became aware of
voices calling to me and thought that they were just shouts
of encouragement; In one secticn the James became wedged on a
large rock, I stopped to loose five marks and fell off, as I
got up, a voice in my ear put me right, and the cffending Tam
was stuffed into my bag.

Day 4. Cant remember wvery much, except the lunch stop. We
came down into a wvalley, there was a hamlet and a little pub,
the area seemed almost tropical with palm trees growing at
the roadside. We raode the Devils Staircase, it seemed to me
never ending, aobserved secticon lead into chserved =ssction.
Making a tight right hand, with a rock face on my right hand
and a drop aof 200 feet on the left, my front wheel aviated
over a rock and the bike started to go over the edge, I was
off in a second holding ontoc the handle bars and digging the
right one inte the bank tc stop the fall before the Jamesg
plunged down the mountain side, three helpers arrived to
rescue bike and rider.

Davy 5. Crouched over the handle bars searching for a little
more speed on one of the metalled roads, a B.3.A came up
along side, it was Jonny Draper con the works 350 CGold Star;
I'll give wou a push he offered, and with his hand in my back
he worked the James's zpeed up in excess of 55-mph; for this
I paid a penalty! for just as he took off with a wave, a huge
explosion from the engine department blew my leg off the
footrest. The heavy riding boot protected me, and apart from
a bruised ankle I waz O/KE. I believe that dus to the engines
high revs, unburned fuel had passed the main bearing seal
into the flywheel magneto, then the spark at the contact
points had ignited it, causing the explosion to blow off the
alloy generator cover, this cover had hit my right ankle on
it's way to the outside world. & search back along the
ropadside found the cover looking like a saucepan that had
been stoocd on by an elephant. Some work with a pair of pliers
and & rock got it in good enough shape to refit the motor,
however it would never be water proof again, in the end any
Time gained by Drapers push was lost many times ocver.
Geof also had a problem that day, putting a large rock into
the B.S.A,s clutch case, a roadside repair cost him about an
hour. This was to be the day that things went wrong, for
r the mag explosion I clumped a rock really hard with the
hand footrest peg and a little further on intc the

tion the fooctrest parted company with the bike. It would
t be possible to repair it and I continued using the clutch
casing as a rest for my left foot.

Day 6. Collect the bike for the last day at Fert-William, no
penalty mark for the broken footrest, just the ons cbserved
section today 'Town Hall Brae' in Fort-William town, riding
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the section without the foot rest was very difficult but this
was the last of the rocks, now followsed the long ride back to
the finish on metalled roads to Edinburgh, I remember passing
a school with 211 the children =sitting on the wall waving and
cheering, I waved back, the trial was almost finished.
From memory 180 riders took part, we covered 860 miles, I had
tackled cbserved sections only read about in magazines, Stony
Brae, Allans Bridge, and the Devils Staircase.
Jonny .V. Brittain won the trial that year on his works Royal
Enfield Bullet, I was so impressed with Enfield, that when
the company produced a replica I ordered one from Boltons.
Ag it latter turned cut T never did do any good with this
bike, it looked better than it was, at the Colchester clubs
scramble at Friday Woods the engine blew up in a big wav, it
cost a emall fortuns to rebuild.
The trial finished in a park, Geof and I had our pictures
taken together =sitting on our bikes.
Late in the afterncon we went to the Town Hall for the prize
giving ceremony, we had both lost a lot of marks, but had
done well enough to receive gecond class awards.
That night we joined a farewell party in the hotel, a great
time was had by all, my head spun and the bed was on the move
during that night. Next morning as the little Riley made its
way out of Edinburgh on the way home, its occupants were
very guiet, in my case it was 2 hang over, I cant speak for
the other two.
Unfortunately I am the only surviving member of the adventure
Geof and Arthur have gone now, both died a few yearz zince.
There was a small celumn in the Evening Star saying how we
had finished in the trial, Mr Bolton seemed pleased as far as
any one Ccolld tell. The Famous James retired from
competition, my brother Brian tocok 1if over and it became a
commuter bike. It seemed shamed at its retirement, and began
to break its mainframe, it transpired that the metal tubing
had taken on a crystallised state caused by all the stress of
the past three years.
ENDS.

Written by an ex member.. Peter Davey.. in the year 2005.
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After the finish of the 1952 Scottish - Six Day Trial -
Picture in the Park
On the right - Mr Geof Revett - B.S.A 350 Gold Star.
On the Left - Mr Peter Davey - James Cadet 122,
Both finishers. winning second class awards.
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