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Next Years

The 98 ¢c.c.** Minor ' fills the gap between
the autocycles and the 125 c.c. mounts

Six Models Listed : Three Auto-
cycles, Two "Minors” and a

"Universal” Lightweight

Pivoted on the lower run of the frame
and operated on the neurside of the
machine is a simple rocking pedal, which
changes the gears in the two-speed box.
***** i A central neutral position is obtainable;
otherwise toe pressure engages low gear
and heel pressure high. ootrests are
adjustable, and the rear brake pedal is
on the offside of the machine. A spring
up stand is fitted.

Good silencing arrangements have been
made_ for the * Minor.” An expansion
chamber just in front of the engine leads
into a single exhaust pipe fitted with a
normal silencer. The same machine is
equipped with a Miller flywheel-mag-

OR 1949 there is to be a 125 c.c. ver-

sion of the Excelsior *“ Minor.” First
announced in 98 c.c. form at the Brussels
Show in February of this year, the
“Minor' iz a machine designed to
bridge the Fap between an autocycle and
a lightweight motor cycle. Owing to ex-
port commitments, the larger *‘ Minor"
will not immediately be available in this !
country, but the model is included in the  poq¢ shielding, which
1949 programme. also ducts air to the
engine, on the auto- | =
cycles. This model is

the Autobyk de Luxe

Foot-change * Universal "

Other models in the range are the three
98 c.¢. autocyeles, and the 125 c.e. “ Uni-
versal ' lithweight motor cycle. The
“Universal ” will soon be fitted with the
new single-port Villiers engine-gear unit,
which has a foot gear-change mechanism;
this engine has n‘T’reme been described in

our issue of September 30th. Whether

neto; and exceptional efliciency should
be obtained from the Miller 27-wall direct

lighting set.
(Left) The Auto- ven the 98 c.e. version of the * Minor
byk de Luxe has has a kickstarter. When the lever is
the 98 c.c. Ex- dapressed, a quadrant on the kickstarter
celsior g'Sprﬂ shaft engages a ratchet on the cluich
iy shaft. The lever is, of course, fitted with
a return spring. A frame of weldless
steel tubing is used; and the pressed-
steel, link action front fork has a cen-

of 98 c.c. or of 125 c.c., the * Minor"
is fitted with a Mark IT* Goblin " engine-
gear unit.

A feature claimed of this engine is its
ability to two-stroke at low revs even ~—
when running fairly light. The cylinder
has eight ports—two inlet, two exhaust, (Right) A 98 c.c.
two lower transfer and two upper trans- Goblintwo-speed
fer. In addition, the piston has .two ‘“’gg“:gﬂ'{ “t“h':
transfer ports which mate with the lower ss.,pe, Aut:byk
cylinder ports. Machined and polished
light-alloy deflector plugs are fitted in
the apper transfer poris in order to pro-
vide the best possible gas flow into the
combustion chamber, The cylinder head
is of aluminium-alloy.

Excelsior Two-strokes

tral compression spring. Brakes are in-
ternal expanding, and tyres are Dunlops,
size 19—2.50. The machine has an Amal
carburettor.

Wheel rims on the * Universal™ are
chromium plated. Otherwise, apart from
being about to have the new Villiers en-
gine-gear unit, this 125 c.c. lightweight
motor eycle is as in 1948, The frame in-
corporates three weldless steel tubes;
iront suspension is by a pressed steel
fork with link action and a central com-
pression spring; brakes are 4 in.; Dunlop
tyres are ﬂttes. size 19—2.75; and there
is a large capacity tool-box.

Autobyk Range

Each of 98 c.c., the three autocycles
have different engines. First, there is
the * Autobyk,” which has a Villiers
Junior de Luxe single-speed power-unit.
Next, there is the “ Autobyk de Luxe,”
fitted with a single-speed Excelsior
“Spryt’ engine. irdly, the 2-speed
“Super Autobyk' has an Excelsior
“Goblin” engine-gear unit. Except for
having a single-speed, the “Spryt™ en-

gine is the same internally as the
* Goblin.”

Speecification for the auntocycles in-
cludes: frame of weldless steel tubing;
rubber-sprung tubular front fork with
link action; internal expanding brakes;
Dunlop 2in tyres; fiywheel-magneto with
direct lightmﬁ.

Makers of these attractive lightweights
are The Excelsior Motor Co., Lid., King's
Road, Tyseley, Birmingham, 11
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The latest version of the 125 c.c.
* Universal '* model has the Villiers
Mark 10D engine

Prices are as follows:—

Basic Total
Model Price Price

t £ sd & sd
49/V1, Autobyk 98 c.c....... 45 00 ST 30
49/81, Autobyk de Luxe

R R et v g e A 45 00 57 30
49/G2, Super Autobyk 98 c.c. 00 6917 0
49/M1, Minor 98 cc. ...... 57 00 72 79
49/M2, Minor 125 c.c. ...... 59 10 0 511 3
45/L0, Universal 125 cc. .. 67 100 85 14 6
Speedometer for * Univer-

o e e 36 4 08

Wylye Valley Racing

New Course Record by T. L. Wood (348 Velocette) : Huge Crowds Watch Exciting Events

RGANIZED by the Wylye Valley
M.C., the second road race meeling
to be held at the Army Camp, War-
minster, last week-end, was as successful
as its predecessor of twelve weeks ago.
Though the sky was dull and overcast
by menacing clouds when racing started,
there was no rain until the last event was
being run. There were thousands of
spectators who enjoyed the four hours of
u1mnst continuous racing to the full.
On the programme were four events to
be run in heats and finals over six laps
of the sinuous £-mile circuit. Promptly
at the sehedule(i' time, 12.30 p.m., racing
began. First event on the programme
wag the 350 c.c. Junior race. Heat 1 was
an easy victory for W. Sleightholme (350
Rudge). Second to him was L. R. _Archer
C) and third was J. Difazio (348

Foster and Fry

Two figures well known in inter-
national races appeared in Heat 2. They
were Bob Foster (338 B.S.A.) and F. W.
Fry (349 Triumph). The former, in-
cidentally, had also a 500 c.c. B.B.A.:
both are the scrambles machines norm-
ally ridden by Bill Nicholson. By the
fourth lap of the heat Foster was doing
all that was expected of him and Iuppm;é
the slower men. E. M. Kempson (35
0.K. Supreme) and Frank Fry fought for
second place. On the next lap, the fifth,
Bob Foster retired with engine trouble;
Kempson went on to win with Fry close
on his heels.

The third heat was won by T. L. Wood
on his ancient-looking Mark IV Velo-
cette. He built up a tremendous lead
after two laps and from then on had a
quiet canter. Or so it seemed; but his
time—5m 51.6s—was the fastest for six
laps ever achieved on this eourse. Then
the competitors for the Junior final came
to the line.

T. L. Wood is famous for his guick get-
aways; he was first away at the start and
after one lap he had a 200-yards lead
over G, Oliver, also on a Velocette. W.
Sleightholme (350 Rudge) was third, and
behind the leading trio was the redoubt-
able L. R. Archer. On Lap 3 the order
wis the same. Wood, glancing to his
rear as he passed the timekeepers’ table,
was having no trouble in maintaining
his lead. Archer, however, could gain
nothing on the leaders, On the last
circuit, George Oliver, employing his
Cadwell training to the full, moved into
second place in front of Sleightholme.
Winning once again, Wood created a
new record time for the track: 5m 49.6s.

It was L. R. Archer on the EM.C. who
led the 250 c.c. race into the first
bend, and at the end of the first lap he
had a substantial lead. W, 8. Austin
(Velocette) and J. R. Lewis (Triumph)
came between Archer and Wood. Then
came Gray (Matchiess) and Parry (Velo-
cette). Keys (Norton) had retired and
stood disconsolately at the S-bend over
the railway track. At the finish Archer
was a long way ahead of the field; W. 8.
Austin was second and J. R. Lewis third.
Tommy Wood, on the Guzzi, could get no
better than fourth place.

1,000 c.c. Clubman’s

The weather was uncertain and a eool
breeze was blowing when the riders for
the final of the 1.000 ¢.c. Clubman’s race
lined up. H. R. Gray, who, in
winning his heat made second best time
for the course, led for the first lap. Then

* he came off® without seriously injuring

himself, and J." Difazio (348 B.5.A.) went
into the lead. He had no difficulty in
maintaining his position and increased
the gap between himself and E. Iffland
(A.J.S.& lap by la‘r. Then Sleightholme
(350 Rudge) moved into second place and
G. W. Cheshire (350 Velocette)," follow-

ing close, became third. They finished
in that order.

The course was now becoming damp as
the result of a slight drizzle and speeds
in the 500 c.c. Senior race proved disap-
k{nmimg. Tommy Wood, again on_ the

elocette, was first away in the final.
But his command of the situation was
short lived because only 200 vards or so
from the siart he collided with a bale of
straw. Bob Foster (500 B.S.A.) was well
ahead at the end of a lap. He was fol-
lowed by J. Maloney (500 Triumph) and
D. Gregory (500 Norton). Foster was
miles-per-hour faster than any of his
rivals, and won easily after a most
spirited ride.

RESULTS

Junior Race (350 c.c., 6 laps).—Heat 1: 1, W.
Sleightholme (350 Rudge); 2, L. R. Archer (350
E.M.C.); 3, J. Difazio (348 B.8.A.). Time, 6m. 5.8s.
Heat 2: 1. E. M. Kempson (350 O.K. Supreme):
2, F. W. Fry (350 Triumph); 3, E. Iffland (350
AJ.8.). Time, 6m 173, Heat 3: 1, T. L. Wood
(398 Velocette); 2, J. Staveley (348 Velocette);
3, G. Oliver (348 Velooetie). Time, 5m 51.6s.
Final: T. L_ Wood (348 Velocette); 2, W.
Sleightholme (350 Rudge); 3, G. Oliver (348
Velocette). Time, 5m 49.65 (course record).

Lightweight Race (250 cc., 6 laps).—L. R.
Archer (EM.C.); 2 W. 8, Aunstin r\'eloceuej;

5, J. R Lewis{Triumph). Time, 6m 7.2s.

GCiubman’s Race (1,000 ec.c., 6 laps).—Heat 1:
1, D Hi Be Gngh}siw Gm{s Bpecial); 2, M.
ORourke (350 RS I-l].1 Wood (500
Velocette). Time, 5m 50.6s. Heat 2: 1, W.
Sleightholme (350 Rudge); 2, W, F. Beckett
(1,000 Vincent-H.R.D.); 3, E. Ifand (350
A.JB8). Time, 6m 10.5s. Heat 3: 1, G. W.
Cheshire (350 Velocette);: 2, N. J. Gray (500
Gray's Special); 8, R. Woodham (350 A.JS.).
Time, 6m 8.2s. Final: 1, J Difazio (348 B.8.A.);
2, G. W. Cheshire (350 WVelocette); 3, I. H.
Wood (500 Velocette). Time, 6m 2s.

Senior Race (500 c.c., 6 laps)—Heat ¥: 1,
A. R. Foster (500 B.B. ; 2, W. H. Myers (500
Special); 3, J Maloney (500 Triumph). Time,
6m 18.4s. Heat 2: 1, T. L. Wood (348 Velocette);
2, G. Oliver (348 Velocette); 3, E. A, Barrett
(500 Norton). Time, 6m 59.2s. Heat 3: 1, D,
Gregory (Norton); 2, L. R. Archer (250 EM.C.);
3, F. H. Wood (500 Velocette). Time, 6m 46.4s.
Final: 1, A. R. Foster (500 B.5.A.); 2, J. Maloney
(500 Trinmph); 3, D. Gregory (500 Norton):
Time, 6m 10.2s.
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