MOTOR CYCLE 27 JUNE 1963

791

DUCATI

48 C.C.
SPORTS

MIKE
EVANS

over many years on the British market—and

D.UCATI lightweights have proved themselves

now they have a greenhorn in their midst: a
two-stroke fifty! Is it a worthy partner of the others?
The answer is an undoubted yes.

It looks like many lealian fifties and yet it has charm and character
all its own. And at the price it is excellent value for money.

On the engine department
the machine could not be
faulted. The sporty power
egg was a willing worker
which gave an exhilarating
performance when buzzed.

The gear change—through a
twistgrip control—was slick in
action and the bike would run
up and down the scale with
great verve. A disadvantage to
such enthusiastic use, though,
was the decidedly fruity exhaust
note; this prevented full per-
formance being used in town.

Speeds in the gears were
20 and 30 m.p.h. in bottom and
second respectively. The jump
from second to top was rather
excessive and a change was
always accompanied by anotice-
able drop in revs.

Allowing for slight speedo-

meter inaccuracy, top speed
was just over 50 m.p.h. Cruising
speed was about 40 m.p.h.,
given neutral conditions. And
this for a fuel consumption of
well over 100 m.p.g.

Slight vibration was trans-
mitted through the handlebars
and footrests, becoming more
pronounced as the revs rose.
However, it was not severe
enough to be annoying.

STABILITY

Starting was easy once the
correct drill was known. When
cold, best results were obtained
by flooding the carburettor and
depressing the air lever before
kicking.

The engine was easy to flood
because of the extreme down-

:m'
CONCISSIONMIII:
Road, Stretford, Lancs.

draught of the carburettor.
This had to be kept in mind,
especially if the machine was to
be parked for a few minutes,
when it was imperative to turn
off the fuel tap.

Handling was fauitiess.
Similar fifties all seem to
have inherent stability.
Cornering the low,
sportster could leave no one
in doubt that riding a
Ducati 48 is great fun.
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When delivered the clip-on
handlebars touched the tank
with the steering on full lock.
This was easily rectified, how-
ever, by adjustment. The riding
position, too, was improved.

All controls were convenient-
ly placed (the rear-brake pedal
is on the "“British'' side). The
brakes were a trifle spongy, but
were well in keeping with the
machine’s performance. Light-
ing, too, was up to standard.




IceniCAM
Information Service

www.icenicam.org.uk



