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pushed home. Immediately, the enginz
started, and pulled away at walking
pace; slower, in fact, for the cycle-type
specdometer fitted registered only some
3m.ph.  The ability of the unit 1o pull
at so low a speed is dug, in no small
measure, to the flexibility of the trans-
mission. This, in turm, means that’ in
traffic, only the throttle nesd be
operated—a guality . which will ba well
appreciated by the potential but so far
unskilled wser.

" half-distance

Moror_CycLING

The umdt’s pulling power and Tits
smoothness ‘were most impressive. A
sharp incline was climbed comfortably
at a steady 12 m.ph. against a stiff
breeze and, on the downhill side, the
speed rose to nearly 20 m.p.h. without
aoy sign of protest. An uphill run
with the wind was next made at a steady

15 m.p.h. and then the same cimb was -

trfed again, this time throttling down at
until the spesdometer
regsierad 0 muph. The throttle was
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then n;w:ned smartly, and immediately
the Cyclaid surged forward: until the
needle was again near the * 15 ™ mark,
- The handling of the machine proved
to ke excellent, fect-up turning under
power in a narrow road bzing quite an
easy manceuvre, while cornering was
effortless.  Although na  opportumity
was available to test the Cyelaid's thirst,
a fuel consumption of about 300 mp.z.
is claimed. The price, tax fres and
including fitting s £20.

'-'HE LATEST ITALIAN CUCCIOLO

NIQUE amongst cyclemotars by

reason of ingemious design is the
Cucciole 48 ce. oy, two-speed
engine/gearbox undt, an carly version of
which was tested by “ Motor Cycling™
last December, details being published
in our December & issus. The unit is

now estzbiished on the Britsh market

and recently, by courtesy of the main
distributors—Britax  (London), Ltd.,
115-129, Cariton Vale, London, N.W.6
—a staff man was able to examine and
road test one of the later models,

A number of improvements has been
incorporated in the new units, rather
with the view to making the engine
more attractive to the utility rider by the
elimination of certain potential causes
of worry than of enhancing an already
adeguate performance.

The mzin external difference between
the new unit and that tested last year is
the crankcase, which is no lopger split
on an approximately horizontal plane.
Instead. the left-hand check is detach-

able, whilst the cylinder now fitted alsor

is a detachable component. Other new
features are the fitting of a forward-
facing exhaust port and the re-position-
ing of the oil filler on the side of the
cngine, in preference to, the forward
position previeusly emploved,
Intermally, the main alteration is the
fitting of cams for both walves.

r

Formerly, the wishbone levers actuating
the pushrods operated on each side of
& single cam. odificaticns have been
made also to the free-wheel device
embodied in the pedalling crank. The
weight of the complete unit, with
fitttngs, is 174 Ih.

The petrol tank position, also, is to
be aitered. In place of the present typs,
mounted on the rehr mudguard just
behind the saddle stays, the mew tank
will be positioned within the frame,
immediately behind the steering head.

{(Righr) Ofd8c.c.,
the o fiy. .engine
of the Cueciole
evelemotor is
built integrally
with a two-speed
epicvelic pearbox.
(Below) The com-
porent parts of
the unit, Primary
pransmission {5 by
gears,

The impressions ﬁain:d during the
road-test which was carried out with the

" Cucciolo unit fitted to a lightweight

Rudge pedal cycle, were that the new
engine, probably s a result of the
impraved valve timing possible with the
use of separate cams, responded to
the throtile far more readily than did
the earlier version. Walve noise, too,
had decreased, althcugh—a- point
unavoidable with exposed valves and
rockers—it was still quite noticeable, .

The gear ratfos, too, could with

gdvantage have bheen clozer, although
the fow hottcrm_ gear mads it possible to

ride the machine almost to a standswll

‘without the pecessity for withdrawing
" the clutch. An interesting point was

that, on the machine tested, a thres-
speed hub  gear was fitted, thereby

giving 2 choice of six ratios!

In the courss of a comparatively
short ‘Toad test it was not possible to
check the foel consumption, but Britax
testers have foond that averages of
nearly 300 m.p.g, can be obtained—a
figure which, assuming average driving
conditions, does not seem unrezsonable.

Full facilittes for owverhauls and
repairs are heing provided at the dis-
tributors’ premises in London, and it is
hoped that it may shortly be possible
to arrange for trial rides on demonstra-
tion machines for prospectve customers,

Th: pnc¢ of the Cuecciolo—which
darries a six-months’ guarantee—is £40.
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