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136 CYCLING, August 20, 1958

THE DOT-ViVl "SCOOTERETTE"

Maximum Speed : 36 mopn 0 42 sec lank . .-gal capacity

from rest Lights : Head and tail amps ted direct
3:° 152 mpa & 2 mph 4rom Bosch flywheel magncto-genera-

102 mpeg at W0 ?p.h tor .

rom From

Wheels and Brakes . Both brakes 4-in
e :l.z‘-]:;: "."-":: sinternal-cxpanding 0 full-width hubs;
Fron: only 0 feect &4 feet chromium-plated rims and rust-proof
Rear. Only 29 fees 40 fese spokes . 2.00-in v 23-in.  Michelin

Load carried during test @

bore x 42 mm stroke =

drives , Kick-starting

side pancls 10 engine.

Engine : Victoria iwo-stroke , 38 mm Equipment  Elccirne born . 100! box ;

68 10 1. 23 bhp at 5700 rpm stand
searbox  In unit with engine . 1wo
speeds,  with  handichar  twist-grip
control . gcar primary and chan fina)

Frame * Welded-up from steel pressings
with intcgral petroil tank  swinging
fork rear suspemsion . leading link
from forks steel fromt shickd and

200 1b whitewall tyres.
48 cc.. ¢ wol kit luggage carrer  centre

Finish . Light dove-grey cnamel. with
chromium-plated details

Weight : 97 b

Makers : Dot Cycle and Motor Manu-

facturing Co Lid. Arundel Street.
Manchester

Price : £92 88 inc P.1

Thoroughoreds all !

The kennel maid is o

connoisseur of Alsa-

tians-—ond of mopeds

also, to judge by her

choice of the Dot-Vivi
" Scooterette

DOT-VIVI “SCOOTERETTE”

Fast weather-protected moped of great charm

AS an all-round, every-day machine you'd
look a long, long way before you found a
moped to better the Dot-Vivi * Scooterette,”
which I have recently been riding. This smart.
sleek Anglo-Italian model from Manchester has
just about everything. It is, I think, one of the
prettiest mopeds yet made. It is clean to nde,
and has a really useful performance. It handles
well. and is 100 per cent reliable.

Heart of the machine is a 48 c.c. Victoria
two-stroke engine. of “ Vicky 4™ type. This
well-tried German unit, with its integral two-
speed gearbox, proved to be well up to the job
of wafting my * 14-stone plus * unaided up the
test hill, and of conquering most gradients en-
countered . though, not surprisingly, it drew
the line at unaided climbs of over 1 in 5 or

1 n 6.

This same purposeful effort was equally well
applied to main-road work. Twice, on con-
secutive days, | rode the machine from London
to Herne Bay and back — 90 miles, during
which the * Scooterette © was flat out all the
way The only casvalty was the filament of
the rear bulb! From the engine there came
not a single sound of protest — just the long,
steady drone of a good two-stroke working well
within its limits  Such driving produced overall
fuel consumption figures of around 100 m.p.g.

Aiding good averages was the superb hand-
ling of this moped The suspension systems are
first-class — soft, yet so well controlled that
there is no noticeable rebound. As a result,
the machine could be hurled around bends, the

only dull point being a distinct tendency for
the edges of the front shield to ground noisily.
Raising the shield would cure this trouble, and
also enhance the weather protection.

This aspect of the Dot-Vivi is commendable.
The shield, sturdy and well shapéd, completely
covered my legs from rain and spray but, regret-
tably, left the lap exposed in the absence of a
matching windscreen. Two inches off the
bottom and two inches on the top of the shield
would be an improvement

Comfort was first-rate. The saddle did not
induce soreness, and the handlebars were nicely
positioned and angled, though a little wide.

Braking, too, was above average. The front
and rear brakes were of roughly equal power,
and used intelligently they provided good re-
tardation from all speeds, and better-than-
average stops from 20 m.p.h. Neither was
prone to wheel-locking, which made them safe
to use on roads that, for part of the test, at
least. were wet, greasy, and uninviting.

In fact, I could make only one major criti-
cism — the tendency of the filler-cap vent to
allow a certain amount of fuel to splash onto
the smooth, dove-grey enamel of the frame.
That point apart, the Dot-Vivi * Scooterette "
goes down in my notebook as being a model
very close indeed to the utility user's ideal.




