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THE BERINI M22

A Low-priced

Dutech Moped of

Good Qunlity Tested
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OLIDITY is the impression conveyed
by the two-speed Berini M22 on
first acquaintance, and it is a charac-
teristic which impresses itsell more
deeply as one’s feelings for. the machine
ripen into [riendship for a thoroughly
practical moped which has plenty of
" beef * behind it

Selling at less than £60, the Berini is
comparatively low in price, yet with a
performance which places it well up to
averige in every respecl. Neither is the
specification skimped—unless you count
the lack of a tool kit and tool box—for
it has soft telescopic front forks, a well-
sprung pan-lype saddle, extensive mud-
guarding and chain shielding, a sturdy
luggage carrier and a generously pro-
portioned head lamp. Add to this its
near-30-m.ph.  lop speed, better-than-
average economy, good brakes, and * up
to par ™ hill-climbing and vou have a
machine which is obviously interesting
to the enthusinst.

The M2 is one of the * pedal 1o
start ** school of mopeds. Once this has
been done the pedals can be virtually
forgolten, at least as aids to propulsion,
though it is one of those useful dual-
purpose models on which the pedalling
gear and the riding position are such thal
the rider can pedal with a fair degree of
comfort if he wishes to do so, The two-
speed gearbox utilizes & pair of gear
tminﬂ in constant mesh, either of which
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Leaps ahead ! Like the kangarco on the

haystack, the Berini M21 (above) gets

off the mark very smartly. On the right

is seen the power unit, with ity off-zet
cylinder.

can be brought into play by means of a
locking ball operated by the usual lefi-
hand twist grip. Theoretically, this
should be the sweetest-operating of all
methods, but’ unfortunately the Berini
falls down on this point . . . the gear-
change has to be made slowly if a dis-
tinctly audible grating noise is to be
avoided. I found that the best results
were obtained by double-declutching . . .
that is, moving the control into neutral
before making the change . . . though it
wis guite satisfactory simply to make the
normal movement slowly.

With its rotary-valve indoction, the
Berini engine pulls wonderfully well, and
the machine geis off the mark wvery
smartly indeed from traffic lights and
similar stops. lis maximum speed can also
be regarded as being virtually its cruising
speed. and it is but rarely that the speedo-
meter needie indicates less than 25 m.p.h,
under give-and-take road conditions.

The Berini engine is sulficiently smooth
to mike ore think that it is an ultrn-slow-
revving unit, but it is, in fact, capable of
quite a respectable turn of speed, develop-
ing its maximum power well up the speed
range. Thus it is possible to rev. well up
in the lower gear, off-selting to some ex-
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| The BERINI at a GLANCE |
| Mazimum Speed 1 29 mop.h. dn 20 sec Drom rest
| Ecomsmy: |60 mpg m 20 mph ]
I+ Braking : Fram 20 m.p.bh. From 3 m.ph. |
I Bt brakes 1% deet Mot apphbeable :
I Front only 2 fewt Beot applicabls H
: Rear only 27 leet Not apphiable o
| Losd carried during test 1 200 ik i
I Eaginr 1 Herini iwossiroke; 40 mm, bore o 14 i
I R, slroke 4 go ogrs B3 an 1 LT g
] bhp. =1 4800 r.pom |
| Gearbox o In wnil with engioe, two spords, with |
I hamdlebar  (wist-grip. change. nsdon  gesr |
I pricnary  drive: chasn  final drive; separsie |
: pedalling chain :
i Frame 1 Frool ssction welded-up (rom  siecl H
I presungy; rear end wubulsr. intearsl fuel k.
i telencogse fromg forks i
I Tamk i ||-mal capaciiy i
I Lights 1 Head lamp fed direct from Bosch fis- |
: wheel magneto-gengraton, wiring for il lamp |
pruvided ]
: Wieels ond Brakes: Front broke iniernal. 1
I expaniding Bl-in, dianwier, rear-brake of :
1 coaviar-hub iype; chromium-plated ciem and
] runl-prool spokes; 20040, 1 2106, Cvees I
: Equipmen: = Hear siand, luggage catrier; plug |
Efumner i
.: Finhk 1 Pobchromatic  grey-areen  and  silver, |
I with chromeam-plated deiakls :
I Welght : 50 Ih
i Maskers: M. V. Mbtorenfabrick Phnicr, Shuls :
[ jeudifk 10%, Roderdam, Holland 1
I Coscesslomaires : Cormsg, Lod., 77, Ushridge-
: road, Faling., London, W A i
i Price « 139 178 ing. P.T. Specdismeer £2 1 44 1
i Tail lamp 4a 6d :
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tent the need for slow changes. It 15 to
this characteristic that its excellent
acceleration can be attributed.

Though the braking performance was
satisfactory, I felt that the machine would
be improved by attention to the [ront
brake, which proved to be rather on the
“soft ™ side. Outstanding braking might
well result.

Riding comfort was sufficient to make
30-mile trips feel like * round the houses ™
runs, despile the lack of rear suspension,
and I'd tip the Berini as a good machine
for the purse-proud touring man or
woman, for it appears to me o have just
the right blend of refinement and sim-
plicity to make it attractive on almost
every count, with a surprising lack of
penalties in both price and performance,

CENTAUR.
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