AT PENDRAGON H.

First Demonstration Of New
Model Car At Reading

School children at Pendragon Hall, Bath
Road, Reading, had the happiest morning

break ™ of their young lives on Thursday

en they ran out on to the lawn to see a new
model motor-car standing there for them to do
just whatever they liked with, Tt was not by
any means an ordinary model motar-car, Tor it
had an engine, gearbox, brakes, eumatic
tyres, a clutch, accelerator pedal a  self-
slarter,

It was, in fact, the *“ Atco Trainer," the re-
markable little machine produced by Whitworth
Works, Birmingham, and it was the first demon-
siration of the vehicle in Reading.

Just to make sure that everything was all
ngthIy{r. L 5 Mamh,‘fﬁﬁnipﬂ of the school,
had first ride. He found some difficulty in fit-
tng in his legs, but the lesty little one horse-
power engine made light of the load. All the
children o d Tim indulg ‘a5 he et

merrily - bugsring round the lawn, there were
some - murmuorings to - be heard. The feeling
seemed to be that he was making the ride last
a bit too long, and there were expressions indica-
tive of " about tme, too,” when at last he cut
off the engine and chimbed out o

The Atco demonstrator started  to instruct
some of the older boys in the art of driving,

for he was almost literally, swept aw

rush, = Several Boys took furns to drive, taking
schoolgicls as passengers, and it spoke volumes
for the simplicity of the controls that at no
time did they experience any difficulty. At its
maximum of [0 miles per hour the little car
was swerved right and left. It was stopped, re-
versed and mancuvred by hoys and girls not
vel in their ‘teens, and it was a sad moment
when the time came to go back to the class-
FEIOMmE,

The * Afco Trainer * has been produced not
only to give children undreamed-of pleasure,
but also to enable them to Iearn road scmse.  If
gim% e} m]ake them Euniiiﬂ.r with the driving of
mechanically propelled vehicles at an age w
the in]pfqée}l;runs gained and the lessons learned
will be vivid and lasting,

| A MEMORABLE MORNINg

as the minutes went by and he was s6ll

but he was evidently trying to adpcatmn §

"_THE ATCO junior safety-fivst trainer, a ﬂenmnstr&tiun.ﬂf which
' was given at Pendragon Hall, Reading, this week,
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TEACHING THEM YOUNG

NOTICE with great intercst that the

Atco  firm, famous for their lawn
mowers, have introduced a miniature car
with a 1 h.p. engine and with a maximum
speed of 10 m.ph., for use in schools or
any private grounds, where it need not
be registered. It is intended for use in
teaching children to drive, and as [ was
driving a little car of my own at the age
of six and have been at the wheel practically
continuously zince then, 1 am naturally

in favour of starting early, When my legs
prew long enough 1 sraduated on to larger
cars and drove them for many vears on
private rtoads, before I was old enough
wven to have a licence to ride a motor cycle.
Incidentally, T taught several older relations
to drive long before 1 was old enough to
have a licence myself, and in all cases, 1
am proud to say, they arc excellent examples
of what car drivers should be to-day,

There are, of course, people who are
practically born with & car sense, and these
can become good drivers even when they
start at a really advanced age. I think,
however, it can be said that if every driver
of to-day had been driving since the age
of six, road sense, quick reflex, and mastery
of controls would long ago have become
instinctive. 1f it hecomes possible through
4 prainer ™ caras like this Atco model to
teach children in schools what driving is
like at an cacly age, 1 think we shall find
that accident statistics of the future will
show a very large umprovement.

I helieve that more than 1o,coe schools
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in the United States of America include
tuition in motor doving in the curriculum,

The Atco Junior Saferyfirst Trainer is
propeiled by a 1 hop two-stroke internal
combustion  engine using o mixture of
petrol and oil aé fuel. It is a similar engine
to that used in the well known Atco lawn
mower, and the car is fitted with one
forward speed and rteverse, the controls
consisting of a gear lever, clutch pedal,
accelerator  pedal, and foot-brake pedal,
placed according to standard motor-cas
practice. It has, in addition, a hand
brake.

In appearance it is 4 smart Wo-sealet,
the engine being mounted over the rear
axle. The price is £35.

Wy own electrical car was designed
and built by a local electrician and had
two speeds, with large batteries at the back
delivering the current through resistances,
I snom found, however, a secret method
of cutting out these resistances, when |
could get a speed of about 1o mp.h. for
short distances.
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| MINIATURE CARS FOR CHILDREN'S
| SAFETY LESSONE. i
To the aduls warld, the tratning of ¢h1;:h' |
IL:L roard s.mf M:hnds is & metter of E?ﬂm
'fu. a8 1a.tu. importance, | To [he
l:b rez. haweror, b i8 h‘a.pmh;r as
mmmmg-nnd “entertaining & subject na mos
of their ether lessons fo-day, and since lessons
enjorad sre more eraily andl thoroughly laapu.
than thoss which berve, the mers.
?mulm rwm to salety mﬁtmmn. 'khaa
1] w i
B-o@glm gu-la awill cersmnly mns:ﬂ«r tlum
‘ka' ii they have a ahunna to- handles

ul;
pads;! and ﬁwl- brake placed in
| positions
Thera ara two ﬂ—hﬂl‘d i.:ud
—and an o of B8 ee o Thp ﬂapui,
af 10 1m. posible, and complate ‘safety
nzsured, i:ﬂlfths chazsis is strongly consteucted,
perz are ftted front and'wesr,
(and the car will nob everturn aven if the
ﬁlme]: is put ‘hard over at full a’pﬂﬂ.
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