VICTORIA

First-class All-round German Tﬁn*r*-,"\"m-ud

“AVANTI”

Sports ,'”ﬁpﬂrt' Tested

t OVERS of the sporis moped class—and
I musi confess that 1 am one—would

surely include the three-speed Victonia
“Avanti™ in any First Eleven they were
asked 10 name. This tastefully-finished

machine is. nol merely eveable and well-
made—it is also of first-rate practical
design with a performanc: to delight the
heart of the keen roadman

Like most sports mopeds, the “ Avanti ®
follows molorcycle practice in s general
lavout, and it handles just bke a miniature
racing machine. This is due, in part, fo
the cosy and compact riding position, with
the body well braced, and the knees play-
ing their full parl in lateral control, thanks
e the presence of the motorcycle-type
fuel tank. The advantages of this type of
tank are nol always as fully appreciated as
they should be. On the ™ Avant,” one can
swing through bends on knee pressure

Ald

alone. and a high-mounted tank also proves
useful in preventing one’s coal skirt from
flapping.

fts suspension s all that suspemsion
should be—iflexible, but not sloppy. 1 failed
to “bottom™ it during the ftest, despite
some hard riding over bad roads. On long
trips 1 was very glad of the exira comfort
which the swinging-fork rear end offered.
Steering is hair-line under all conditions
and a1 all speeds.

This was the first chance | have had
apart from a quick spin when the tyvpe was
first introduced—ol assessing the three-
speed Vicloria engine. 11s a beawty . | can
recall no previous three-speeder which com-
bined such a catalogue of excellence—a
36 m.p.h. top speed, coupled with betier-
than-average acceleration; better-than-
average hill-climbing; a good fuel con-
sumption, with only seven m.p.g. difference

tween 20- and 3-m.p.h. cruising: jurbine
smoothness; a high degree of cleanliness;
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{ The VICTORIA at a GLANCE |
I Mozimem Speed @ % m ph. in 30 ec. from rewt I
:I‘.ﬂlﬁ-r:lnmrr w20 mph :
H 126 mpg o 30 mph i
| Mrakimg 1 Frem 20 m.p.h. From 3 m.ph, |
[ Bevils Breahoes I fewt 1% fews 1
[] Front only b fewt 57 lest ]
1 Rear only 2% fect 6% foel. 1
I Lowd carried durimg best = 200 |- ]
1 Esgine 1 Viciorls two-stroke: 1 mm  bore |
: 1 42 mm, siroke 47 ee: cr. 85 w0 1; 1
1 } behop. at &.50 r.p.m :
i Gearbox 0 lo anit with cngne, theee epeeds i
I wih handichar wist  grip control, pear |
] primary and chain final drives; kick starming i
| Frame i1 Wekied-up from sieel pressings, with
] bolied-on  (ubulsr front siays; swingng-lork |
I rear sspension: swinging-link front (orks ]
: Task 1 Z-gal. capacity |
I Lighiv 1 Built-in brad and il lamps fed difeci |
j  from Hosch flywheel mapneto-generaior :
| Whedls and brakes 1 Both brakes 4-io. interoal- i
] expanding (o fullwidih hobs;  light  alloy I
| rims and nost-prool spokes; 1.2%in. x 1}m i
] Conilnental whiie-wall ivrea i
I Eguipment : Fleciric horn; speodometer; sicer= |
I ing hesd lock: ool boa; tood Kit with bock: )
: dual st with pasenger's hand wrap; )
j centre stand; Iyie  pump lifting handie; !
I rumber plates; Loenee hokler :
| Fimish: Scarlet enamel with black and gokd )
[ relsel. chromium-plated deiails i
1| Weight 1 113 Ih |
| Makers : Victorla Werke 8., Nurcmberg, )
I Lermuany )
| Comcessiomsires 3 Eurcps Imports Led, 183, )
I Daford-road, Resding, Berka |
| Price s £9) inc. BT :
e i s el i i i s e il
In the team this week! The ** Avanti™

to make the enthusiast’s
“ First Eleven.”

is certain

and a gear-change which was positive all
the time.

This last-named feature 1 found particu-
larly heartening. Most three-speed changes
require a great deal of knack and are slow,
The * Avanti "—after initial adjustment
needed no finicky ™ feching ™ with the grip
1o ensure a first-time cngagement cither up
or down, and this must help to account for
its ability to accelerate so well.

Brakes T A good average, here, though
with a tendency 1o be less effective individu-
ally at 30 m.ph. than at lower speeds.
Neither was prone to snatch or locking,
and used together they provided a nicely-
controlled stop, free from the screech of
tyre on road which distinguishes ™ fierce ™
anchors,

For a sports machine, the * Avanti ™ is
commendably quict and very flexible. The
exhaust note is a mere background hom,
and there is mo mechanical noise worth
speaking of, save for anm occasional ten-
dency for the chain to tap against the guard
when the suspension works overtime,

Hill-climbing, as already noted, is well
above the general run of mopeds, and it is
worth noting that on really steep hills effec-
tive pedal assistance can be given. [ met
only onc hill which required it, though, and
the Victoria just laughed at our test in-
cline !

As an all-round mount, then, this is a
machine which, as s name implics, is in
the advance guard. The rider of an
* Avanti ” knows thai the model he rides
is one of the best that money can buy, and
that he is likely o be amongst the aristoc-
racy of moped owners for some years 1o
come, CENTALR,
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